RE:  Flight Lieutenant Rae ‘Tommy’ Thomas, DFC
CWGC Casualty Details

	Name:
	THOMAS, RAE

	Initials:
	R

	Nationality:
	United Kingdom

	Rank:
	Flight Lieutenant

	Regiment/Service:
	Royal Air Force

	Unit Text:
	413 (R.C.A.F.) Sqdn.

	Age:
	24

	Date of Death:
	09/04/1942

	Service No:
	40444

	Awards:
	D F C

	Additional information:
	Son of Edmund William McLachlin Thomas and Margaret Jean Thomas, of Kenilworth, Cape Province, South Africa.

	Casualty Type:
	Commonwealth War Dead

	Grave/Memorial Reference:
	Column 412.

	Memorial:
	SINGAPORE MEMORIAL


http://www.roll-of-honour.org.uk/Cemeteries/Singapore_Memorial/T/html/th.htm
Singapore Memorial

Roll of Honour

THOMAS, Flight Lieutenant, RAE, D F C, 40444. 413 (R.C.A.F.) Sqdn. Royal Air Force. 9th April 1942. Age 24. Son of Edmund William McLachlin Thomas and Margaret Jean Thomas, of Kenilworth, Cape Province, South Africa. Column 412.
The Most Dangerous Moment – Flight Lieutenant Rae ‘Tommy’ Thomas, DFC
April 9th 1942

p. 80  “No 413 (Canadian) Squadron was stationed until early March at Sullom Voe in the Shetland Islands….  A detachment moved in early March to Pembroke Dock on the Welsh Coast to fit themselves out for tropical operations.”

p. 80  No 413 Squadron was now entrusted with an unusual task.
p. 80  We have mentioned earlier on the General Sir Archibald Nye, Deputy Chief of the Imperial General Staff, was to be sent by the Prime Minister to Cairo to confer with Sir Claude Auchinleck. As a matter of interest, Nye himself had been considered by Churchill as a possible successor to the post of C-in-C Middle East.  Despatched at very short notice, the General was taken aboard the first of 413 Squadron’s Catalinas to be got ready (Y for Yorker), its course scheduled to take them out into the Atlantic, well clear of hostile territory, to Gibraltar and then on to Cairo. For the latter leg much of the flight would need to be at ‘nought feet’ to avoid radar coverage.

p. 80  After an abortive start when the aircraft was recalled from the Atlantic owing to bad weather at Gibraltar to a tricky night landing at Lough Erne in Ulster, its crew, under Flight Lieutenant Rae (‘Tommy’) Thomas, DFC, a South African from Cape Town, set out again.  General Nye has said, ‘I think I can fairly say that the aircraft had the most efficient crew which I have met.’  He was impressed by the navigation (the navigator, Flying Officer R. E. Hervey was Canadian).  ‘I remember,’ he recalls, ‘that they even went to the trouble of preparing a small menu card for our meals and produced very substantial meals as well.’
p. 81  After dropping General Nye at Alexandria, Thomas and his crew flew on to Basra, Karachi and finally Koggala.  The lagoon was far from ideal as a flying-boat base as it had various obstructions in it and the only stretch of clear water was on the short side. Thomas’s CO, Squadron Leader Birchall followed him out as soon as indifferent weather at Pembroke Dock would allow.  Another Catalina, under Flight Lieutenant O. G. Roberts, completed the trip out from Wales at much the same time, and some Dutch crews arrived exhausted from the Dutch East Indies and were the forerunners of others who were formed later into No 321 (Dutch) Squadron to be based in Malay Cove at Trincomalee.
81.  Thomas and his crew (7 all told) made a lengthy flight eastwards on 1st April without sighting anything and flew a similar patrol on the 3rd.  Their line of flight, east-south-east of Ceylon, was in fact farther north than the actual Japanese line of approach.

p. 128  “Quite unaware that they had been sighted again, Admiral Nagumo hoped to achieve surprise.  In fact, as the darkness began to lighten, yet another flying boat, moving in carefully, was seeking them out.  At 2:30 a.m., Flight Lieutenant ‘Tommy’ Thomas, who had flown out General Nye to Cairo, took up the shadowing duties in ‘Y for Yorker’.  This Catalina he had ferried across the Atlantic and flown ever since.  They climbed into the night sky from Koggala lagoon and headed east.”

p. 128  “… No. 11 Squadron was alerted for an attack on the enemy fleet as soon as it could be located within range.  They would be led this time by Squadron Leader K. Ault, the senior flight commander.  Thomas’s report was therefore anxiously awaited.”
p. 128  “Sure enough, at 7 a.m., soon after darkness had lifted, his first message began to come in.  It was however the Emergency Signal.  This suddenly broke off and contact could not be regained.”

p. 133  “…and made for the area from which Thomas had made his dawn sighting.”

p. 135  “… Leonard Birchall could only wonder who it could have been.  In fact it was his friend ‘Tommy’ Thomas, though he would not learn this till the end of the war; ‘the most enthusiastic flyer I have ever met, and only happy as long as he was flying or talking about it’.  Thomas and his crew could have had little chance, with the skies thick with enemy aircraft.”
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