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1.
EDITORIAL:  The last communique was Vol 8 / Issue 1 published November 2010.    I am looking for people to sponsor particular pages to enable us to pay for the publication and distribution of this magazine and also for follow up stories or articles relating to some tat have been published.  Please contact me if you can help in any way.   This Comunique is not intended to be  a report on contemporary events within the SH but rather concerns stories arising from people connected with the SH and units which they served in during their lifetimes, hence one story leads to another, for example, the obituaries covering the lives of "Ossie" Fisher and Will Geldenhuys have led to stories about the motor cycles in use by the SA Army and the SAR & H Brigade.

2.
MESSSAGE FROM THE OLD BILL:   Membership currently stands at 124.  Annual subs work out at R200 per annum and annual subs should be paid before the end of July.  Anyone finding it difficult to make payment should contact the Paybill, Neil van Dyk, or the adjutant Izabel Gerhardt.  Of the R200, HQ will receive R172 via District who should also be contacted if address or any other details change.  In addition R50 needs to be paid to use the bar. Please pay Lodie Venter.  You may use the bar free of charge on special occasions such as after meetings or at wakes.  

3.
ATTENDANCE AT THE MONTHLY SH MEETING ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 1100 HRS.  The meeting usually lasts about an hour and is followed by a braai with braai packs on sale at a very reasonable price in case you didnt bring your own.  Attendance details follow in order of Present, Apologes and visitors.

November 2010

44

15

17

December 2010

61

17

4

January 2011  

No meeting

February 2011

49

11

29

March 2011


41

14

4

April 2011


28

11

3

May 2011


34

11

7

June 2011


42

12

4

4.
NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS IN AND OUT
The following were recently inducted as new members of Allan Wilson and are very welcome at this shellhole.

Allan Bryant

Marthinus Scheepers

Errol van Breda

Andy Potgieter

Sharon Bragge

Keith Comins

5.
MOTH NATIONAL BOWLS:    This annual event involving some 50 teams took place over the period See MOTH web site and ran from the 22nd to 27 May and was ably run by Brian McGarry and his helpers on behalf of Allan Wilson SH.  

“ The 41st Moth National Bowls Tournament hosted by Allan Wilson Shellhole went off without a hitch.  The Tournament chairman Brian McGarry would like this opportunity to thank his immediate committee : Micky Low, Neil Van Dyl, Izabel Gehardt, Mel New, Piet DuPlessis(Long Dup), the Old Bill, Johan du Plessis, Charlie Dickinson and Brian Sim as well as those who ensured that the catering at the Shellhole led by Brian Sim and his team, Mel New, Sharon Bragge and the Old Bill Johan du Plessis provided for all which brought in close to R13 000.00 for the Shellhole.

A big thank you to Andy Smart , the Vice Chaiman and the team of Allan Wilson Social Club ,who took the week off work to be their to manage the running of the club for the week, and also for his arranging of the Moffat Optical Sponsor .

A big thankyou to Moth William De Vos who supplied the PA system for the opening and closing ceremonies as well as the music and karaoke.

A major thank you to "Long Dup" and his son Piet for ensuring that the Allan Wilson Greens were in tip top shape. We received  much praise from the players.

The Championship winners were Port Natal Sharpshooters and the runners up Atomic B. Well Done.

Please go to the moth web site were you will find all the photo`s.”

6.
RAIDS: 

6.1
By Better Ole, Sharapnel and Gunga Din at the Feb 2011 meeting

6.2
By Mbejane/Warriors Den at the May meeting.

6.3
We raided Up North SH  on 10th May.



7.
RAFFLES: 

We have the following raffles going:

7.1. The SHARK CURRIE CUP WINNERS 2010 POSTER PICTURE.  Tickets are available from the barman.

All the rugby games are shown at the club.  Braai packs, pap and sauce are for sale  (donation of R5 for pap and sauce).

7.2. The 1 to 10 draw takes place at the pub on the last Friday of every month.   From July there will be toasted sandwiches for sale on Friday nights.

7.3. Please check the Notice Boards, one in the club and one in the hall, for details of competitions, including meat raffles. We are going to run with good prizes.   
8.
BERIC JOHNSON MEMORIAL WALK.

This event will take place on the 28th August and takes the form of a walk from the SH left into Boshoff and left again into Burger and left again into Durban Road back to the SH.  It is a relatively easy walk and a donation is made with a prize-giving in the SH Hall following the event.  Report to the SH

for registration before 1000.

9.
INTER DISTRICT SH SNOOKER COMPETITION will take place from  20 June onwards with the  final on the 8th July.
10.
SUNSET CALLS
10.1
Moth Vernon Corbishley, Founder of Flame Lily Park, Founder and Old Bill of FlameLily SH, answered the sunset call on 26 May 2011

10.2
Moth Allan Hoy

10.3
Moth Barry Maple

10.4
Moth Neville Fowle
Born 14 May 1952 Passed away 17 January 2011. Last school attended Alexndra High School, Pietermaritzburg  and thereafter played a lot of soccer, rugby and cricket and worked as a Chemical Engineer, SOILCO, NATIONAL ROADS AGENCY.   In his spare time raised funds for Hospice.

10.5
Moth Dave Thomas

10.6
Moth Steve du Preeez

10.7
Moth John Delport. See obituary below.

10.8
Julia Richardson Born Enkeldoorn, Rhodesia, 24 July 1932,  died 21 October 2010.  Married Moth Viv Richardson in  1953 in Livingstone where Viv was an Immigration Officer.  Julia did a lot of work to sort out the SH library which has a huge collection of books on a great variety of subjects.  She also helped with teas and the SH garden.

10.9
Moh Geoff Robinson.  Geiff joined Allan Wilson SH in 1946 and was awarded his 50 year certificate in 1996.   Geoff served in the SAAF and was Pay Bill of Allan Wilson for 15 years. a most efficient one and a great loss to the Shellhole when he stopped, the beginning of the end, as he had it down to a fine art and did it how Moth Toppy Fanner, the auditor, wanted it. 

Epitaphs

10.1
"Vernon Corbishley, a life dedicated to the Moth Order  died at Flame Lily Park on Thursday 2 June.  He devoted his life to the Moth Order and, with his wife Lesley and a group of founder members, was the driving force in establishing Flame Lily Park to what it is today.  Born in Durban in 1920, Vernon attended DHS, matriculating in 1938, after which he was articled to a chartered accountant. With war clouds overhead, he went on full time service with the 1st Battalion, Royal Durban Light Infantry in June 1940, serving in the Middle East from June 1941.  A year later, he was taken prisoner at Gazala in North Africa, spending the rest of the war as a POW in North Africa, Italy, Germany and Poland. Demobilised in August 1945, he resumed his articles, qualifying as a chartered accountant at the end of 1946. Most of his working life was with Unilever in South Africa, Malawi, Zambia and Rhodesia and, returning to South Africa in the late 1960s, he was appointed director of Unilever SA. On his retirement in 1981, he was vice-chairman of the company in South Africa. His Moth journey started with the Red Tab Shellhole in Durban, joining in 1945. He also served on the executive committees of various shellholes in Rhodesia and was awarded the Moth Certificate of Merit in 1961.  In 1970, with fellow Moths, he established the Moth Ex-Servicemen's Cottage Association (MESCA), taking care of Moth pensioners and their wives.It was during this time the idea of Flame Lily Park was born and today, the establishment houses nearly 500 residents in flats and garden cottages, with a frail care centre and the aptly named Vernon Corbishley Hall.  Through the years, he gave tirelessly to the Moth organisation, serving for more than 20 years on the national executive as national treasurer, national vice chairman and chairman. He was bestowed with the Old Bill of the Order in 1986 and in 1987, was awarded the Order of the Star of South Africa, non-military, class IV officer, for rendering meritorious service contributing to the security and general national interest of South Africa.  Married to Lesley and father of John, he was a devoted family man and Moth, taking a keen interest in the welfare of ex-servicemen and their families. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember him".  Ack: Google 

From  MOTH Nigel Seaward.   "Perhaps I could quote but one example from a great many of my memories which relate to Vernon. This is a memory of 1956 when I used to ride my pushbike to Churchill School in Salisbury from my home in Hatfield. I would ride to and fro twice a day passing new buildings under construction in Braeside; a new hall and cottages for Rhodesian Moths. Even though a mere schoolboy, I was impressed because I knew of the wonderful work done by the MOTHS and MOTHWA which helped my grandmother. I was to learn many years later that it was Vernon who was the driving force behind this MOTH development, when he lived in Salisbury. I understand that the Braeside MOTH HQ complex is still in use to this day. It was from these earlier days and efforts that Vernon was awarded the MOTH Certificate of Merit. Who can tell us now what Vernon's earlier contributions were in 

Nyasaland and in Northern Rhodesia? The NR MOTH lottery which was so beneficial, the basis of the National Executive's cherished 'Special Fund'.  All this before Vernon returned to South Africa in the 1960s and his subsequent achievements!

10.7
J J DELPORT : 

I am grateful to Cathy (nee Delport) Rogers for supplying documents and information relating to her late father. Tel 033 3966633. 8 Komani, Adams Road, Hayfields.

Johannes (John) Jacobus DELPORT was Born 2 December 1914, where his parents were farming at Askraal, in the Swellendam District.  He was educated at Heidelberg (Cape). The family moved to Belfast District,Transvaal, 1928.  He was only 15 when his father was killed and he had to leave school after Standard 7and became man of the house.  He was the eldest of five children.His first job was on the roads, hard manual labour with a pick and shovel earning a few pounds a month.  He did what he could to support his mom and the other four children.During 1934 John commenced employment with the South African Railways (and Harbours as it was known then).John volunteered for military service in 1940 assuming full time service in July 1940 with the Railway Operating Company, R & H Brigade (Railways and Harbours) Number 213467(see below regarding the R & H Brigade)

He saw service in the middle east, Egypt and returned to South Africa 10 December 1943, "Partially discharged". John married Catherine Wilson in Johannesburg on 18 December 1943, while on compasionate leave but returned to Italy, February 1944 until the end of the War and to South Africa October 1945 and was discharged same month with the rank of corporal having been credited with a total of  5 years and 40 days service in WW2.

He resumed duties with the South African Railways as a clerk at Waterval Boven where twin sons James and Gerald were born.  In 1948 moved to diffrerent stations as Station Master ending up Natal, followed by promotion to Examining Officer and then Operating Inspector in Durban where he retired December 1974. His daughter Cathy was born in Louis Trichardt. The family also ran a small holding near Rayton in present day Gauteng. John and his wife were regular church-goers served as stewards.  After  retirement in Durban they also travelled a lot. John was married for 67 years when his wife died. John was a keen bowler taking up bowls in 1974 and won the Natal Championships.

John joined MOTHS, ARK ROYAL SH, 7 January 1946 and remained a member of MOTHS for 65 years until his death at Riverside Home, Pietermaritzburg,  age 96, when he was the oldest member of Allan Wilson SH.

Medals: 1939/45 Star

Africa Star

Italy Star

Defence Medal (British)

The War Medal 1939/45

Africa Service Medal

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

11.
ALLAN WILSON CLUB : ELECTION OF CLUB OFFICIALS:

Please support the social club which is the financial bloodline to the Shellhole.
12.
WAR STORIES

12.1
SS MENDI:
Remembering the SS Mendi - SouthAfrica.info

One of South Africa's worst military disasters is to be taught in British schools to highlight the role of black soldiers in World War I, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission announced. 

A total of 616 South Africans, including 607 black troops serving in the South African Native Labour Contingent, died when the steamship SS Mendi sank in the English Channel on the way to France on 21 February 1917. 

Let Us Die Like Brothers, a 20-minute film exploring the Mendi disaster and black South Africans' involvement in the European war, is to be distributed to more than 5 000 British schools. It was commissioned by the CWGC and produced at no cost by the History Channel.

The film's release marks Black History Month, held in October in the UK. It will be launched in South Africa in February 2007, the 90th anniversary of the Mendi tragedy.

The title Let Us Die Like Brothers comes from a prayer said to the men by ship's chaplain Isaac Wauchope Dyobha as the SS Mendi went down.

In icy waters On 16 January 1917 the Mendi troopship sailed from Cape Town en route to La Havre in France, carrying the Fifth Battalion of the South African Native Labour Contingent. On board were 805 black privates, 22 white officers and 33 crew. 

On the morning of 21 February 1917, just south of the Isle of Wight, the 4 000-ton steamship was rammed and almost cut in half by a 11 000-ton liner, the SS Darro. The Mendi sank in 20 minutes, and 607 black troops, nine white officers and all 33 crewmembers died in the icy waters of the English Channel.

The captain of the Darro, HW Stump, was later disciplined for travelling at speed through fog without sounding a warning horn. It was also said that he took no steps to save the drowning, merely floating his ship nearby while lifeboats from the SS Mendi's escorting destroyer, HMS Brisk, rowed among survivors, trying to rescue them.

There are many legends of the troops' bravery as the ship sank. One is that of the Reverend Isaac Wauchope Dyobha, who is said to have calmed the panicked men by crying out this prayer:

"Be quiet and calm, my countrymen. What is happening now is what you came to do ... you are going to die, but that is what you came to do ... I, a Xhosa, say you are my brothers ... Zulus, Swazis, Pondos, Basotho ... so let us die like brothers. We are the sons of Africa ..."

Another legend is that of the "death dance", as the men of the labour contingent performed one last, barefooted, dance on the tilting deck of the Mendi before she plunged beneath the ocean.

Then there was Joseph Tshite, a schoolmaster from near Pretoria, who encouraged the drowning men in the waters around him with hymns and prayers until he, too, succumbed. A white sergeant is said to have been supported by two black compatriots, who swam with him and found place for him on a piece of flotsam. 

The Mendi disaster was one of South Africa's worst tragedies of World War I, second perhaps only to the Battle of Delville Wood.

Among the South Africans lost were some prominent men such as the Pondoland chiefs Henry Bokleni, Dokoda Richard Ndamase, Mxonywa Bangani and the Reverend Isaac Wauchope Dyobha. 

When the news of the tragedy was announced to Parliament on 9 March 1917, all the members of the South African House of Assembly, led by celebrated Boer War hero and Prime Minister Louis Botha, rose in their seats as a token of respect.   It took two weeks for this information to reach South Africa.  Today the story would have been out in less than two minutes!

The SA Native Labour Contingent.   Some 21 000 black South Africans - all volunteers - served in France with the South African Native Labour Contingent between 1916 and 1918. They joined a labour force made up of French, British, Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Egyptian and Canadian labourers, as well as German prisoners of war. 

By the time the unit was disbanded in 1918, the SANLC had dug quarries, laid and repaired roads and railway lines, and cut tons of timber. But most of the men were employed in the French harbours of Le Havre, Rouen and Dieppe, where they unloaded supply ships and loaded trains with supplies for the battlefront. 

Three hundred and thirty-three of these men gave their lives in France during World War I. Most are buried at the British military cemetery at Arques-la-Bataille, while those who died on the Mendi are remembered at the Hollybrook Memorial in Southhampton, England. A plaque at the Delville Wood Museum in France, a little known memorial in Port Elizabeth and the new Mendi memorial at Avalon cemetery in Soweto - unveiled by Queen Elizabeth II in 1995 - also commemorate the disaster. 

The SS Mendi is also honoured by the modern South African Navy, which has among its fleet the SAS Isaac Dyobha, a Warrior-class fast attack craft - and probably one of the few naval warships in the world named after a cleric - and the SAS Mendi, a Valour-class frigate. 

In 23 August 2004 a wreath-laying ceremony was held when the SAS Mendi and the British Navy's HMS Nottingham met at the site where the SS Mendi sank. 

The Mendi has also given its name to South Africa's highest award for courage, the Order of the Mendi Decoration for Bravery, bestowed by the President on South African citizens who have performed extraordinary acts of bravery. 

Today, the SS Mendi lies on the ocean floor some 11 miles south of the Isle of Wight.

The new Mendi: the SA Navy's SAS Mendi, a Valour class frigate (Image: South African Navy) 

Ack: Google and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  Editor: I have a CD supplied free by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission office in Pretoria.  Please feel free to borrow this CD by merely asking me for it.

12.2
MR MAURICE HILL:   This remarkable story of endurance and courage has never been published and I am indebted to MOTH Alan Pienaar and Mr Maurice Hill for the story.   See also under 15 for details relating to stories gathered by the BBC.  The book may be obtained from the library in Church Street.

"1044 DAYS AS A PRISONER OF WAR" BY MR MAURICE W P HILL BORN PRETORIA 24 MAR 1922 WHO LIVED AND WORKED IN JOHANNESBURG, BLOEMFONTEIN, PIETERMARITZBURG AND DURBAN AND ALSO LIVED IN SALISBURY RHODESIA FOR 40 YEARS FROM AUGUST 1950, RETURNING TO PIETERMARITZBURG IN 1990, A CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT BY PROFESSION WORKING FOR COOPERS & LYBRAND (merged with PRICE WATERHOUSE IN 1998).  He never joined the MOTHS because of work commitments.  He writes: 

Taken POW

I answered the call to serve King and Country while in Durban during Agust 1941 aged 19, became a private in the 2nd Royal Durban Light Infantry and after some basic military training was posted to Egypt. 
On 21 June 1942 I was among the 28 000 soldiers taken prisoner by the German Afrika Korps at Tobruk in Libya.   Things change rapidly in desert warfare.   A few months earlier I had watched thousands of hungry German soldiers march disconsolately into captivity after having been surrounded by our Forces for some time.  As we were captured in Italian territory we were taken to Benghazi and handed over to the Italian army.  A few weeks later we were shipped to POW camps in various parts of Italy.  Mine was near Rome. 

From the onset it was my intention to escape to Switzerland.  From time to time batches of prisoners were sent to other places on working parties.  When a group of 100 prisoners were told they were going to work in a factory in Milan, I persuaded one of of those delegated to let me go in his place as this would get me to the north of Italy, not far from the Swiss border.  I made a point of learning Italian.   The manager of the factory described us a "worse than useless" and we were sent to a punishment camp.

A few weeks later 50 of us were taken to work on a farm which was a vast improvement on all previous camps.   Unfortunately the commander of a nearby Italian Air Force aerodrome objected to our presence on the grounds we might sabotage his aircraft.   We were promptly transferred to a brick works.  Each move had taken us further north and we were now only thirty kilometres from the foothills of the Alps.

Freedom

When Italy surrendered on 8 September 1943, we were told by the guards to stay in the camp and wait for our forces to arrive.   A high percentage of POW's did this but the forces that arrived were German and they were promptly transported to Germany.   We were less naive and early on the following morning we all walked out of the camp and headed for  Milan about 160 kilometres away as it was rumoured that allied paratroops had landed there.   The guards fled.  We split into small groups and had no trouble in getting sympathetic Italians to exchange our uniforms for civilian clothes.   On arriving at a village a few kilometres down the road we were stopped by an elderly Italian pushing a bicycle.   He asked us where we were going and when we told him he said that no paratroops had landed and the next village was full of Germans.   In spite of the risk to himself he offered to hide our party of four on a farm he owned which was run by two peasant families.   He introduced himself as Andrea Mazzocchi, and he said he lived in a village a few kilometres from the farm.

Each family fed two of us and in return we once again became farm labourers.   A fortnight later the Germans issued a proclamation stating that any Italians caught harbouring escaped prisoners of war would be executed.   Mr Mazzocchi said that as he was old it did not matter and we could stay.   We, of course, refused and he then asked us if we would like to join the partisans in the alps.   A few days later a total of about forty POW's gathered at our farm and we were guided thirty-five kilometeres to the nearest group of partisans by teenage Italian girls on their bicycles.

The partisans were a mixed bunch consisting of Italians, Yugoslavs, South Africans, British and a few others.   We were all given a pistol and a few rounds of ammunition.

Most of the pistols were stolen from the Beretta factory which was at Gardone in a nearby valley.   Food was scarce and it started snowing a few weeks after our arrival.   Our clothing was inadequate and the cold was intense.   By the time arrangements had been made for weapons, equipment and other supplies to be parachuted to us by the RAF the alps were covered by a thick layer of snow.   Precisely on schedule at midnight on a bright moonlit night the plane arrived and circled repeatedly trying to pinpoint the dropping zone.   Presumably because of the snow this proved impossible, and when the supplies were eventually dropped they all landed among the Germans, who were not far away.

No further attempt to drop supplies was made, the winter became more severe and the food was scarcer.   I decided that the time had come to cross the alps to Switzerland, a journey of about 80 kilometres.   This would have been suicidal without the help of a guide. I found one, whose name was Giacomo, among the partisans.   He wanted a fee of 5000 lire.   Gerry Botha, my half section from the army and I set off early one morning in a thick mist to to go back to Mr Mazzocchi to borrow money from him.   En route various Italians, who could see what we were from a hundred metres away, stopped to speak to us.   As some Italians could not be trusted these encounters were nerve-racking and we were relived when we reached the farm that evening.   Mr Mazzocchi duly lent the money and I left a letter to my father with him stating our plans were and asking him to repay the loan should we perish.  On the way back to the alps as we were approaching a main road full of German military traffic, a German soldier on a BMW motor cycle pulled up to ask a young Italian couple for directions.  We were too close to do anything but kept on walking.  The soldier stared at me with his blue eyes, from a distance of a few metres then he turned away.   He apparently knew that all badly dressed people could only be Italian peasants.  After he left the Italians laughed and waived to us.  

Recaptured

A number of POW's, some of whom I hardly knew, asked whether they could come to Switzerland with us.   I accepted five as it was undesirable to have a too small or too large a party.   Giacomo told me that we would have to delay our departure for a few days as the Germans had become very active in the alps.   He told us to leave the man body of partisans and to proceed further into the alps where he would join us when it was safe.   We had not gone as far as we  intended when a British soldier, the last to join us, complained that one of his legs, which had been wounded in the desert, was painful.   For his benefit we took shelter in the first barn we reached, for rest.   About half an hour later Gerry Botha looked out of the window and said Germans were approaching the slope.   There were eighteen of them, most of whom were armed with British macine guns which had been dropped by the RAF for us.   As the barn was completely enclosed on a snow-covered slope we could not escape and were once again in captivity.   An argument broke out among the Germans.   Some of them said that as we were in civilian clothes behind their lines, we should be regarded as spies and shot.   The arguement continued for about five minutes, but it seemed much longer to us. Those against execution prevailed and no one was shot.

We were taken to a civilian jail in the city of Brescia, then to Verona by passenger train.   All those in civilian clothes were sent to Germany in cattle trucks the next day.  An escape attempt was foiled when guards discovered that we had kicked the barbed-wire off a window before anybody had a chance to dive out.  Six escaped from the truck next to us after sawing a hole through a plank with a hacksaw blade and opening the door.

After arriving at a camp near Munchen(Munich) in Germany we were given a thorough medical examination  (unheard of in Italy) and those fit enough were sent to work.

I became a coalminer in upper Silesia in Poland at a village called Modrov.   The miine had been condemned as ubnsafe by the Poles who closed it.   However, the Germans re-opened it as they needed the coal regardless of the risk.   A lift cable had snapped before we arrived.   This problem was solved by knotting the ends.

Twice a day we rode in the left dangling from that cable.

Early in January 1945 two empty coco pans were pushed into the left by mistake.   As they hurtled down the shaft they crashed into the lift loaded with full coco pans travelling at 100 km per hour.   There was a tremendous bang heard throughout the mine, the lifts were jammed and 1000 miners were trapped 750 metres under the ground.   After some hours the Pole with whom a group of us worked realized that the left was beyond repair and led us, ofter crawling along collapsed tunnels which had not been used for years, to an adjoining mine one and a half kilometres away.  Everybody escaped by the same route.  The mine could not re-open and we sat around freezing for a couple of weeks.

By now the Russians were steadily advancing and the Germans, never ones to give up easily; decided to take us back to Germany.   On 19 January 1945 the 708 in our camp, a cart drawn by one horse and about 40 guards sett off in a temperature of 28 degrees celsius below zero on what we were told was a two day march to a railhead.

It was snowing heavily and before long our clothes were wet through and the water in our water bottles had turned to ice.   We remained wet for 30 days only drying out when the snow ceased.   After a fews days a cousin of mine discarded a diary and a nail file to lighten his load.   I retrieved them and kept a daily record of the distances marched and the food supplies.  (Ed: Mr Hill still has that diary). 

Freed by Red Cross

The march continued for 67 days with occasional rest days while the guards scrounged for whatever food they could lay their hands on.   Raw potatoes, which tasted like apples, accounted for 10% of the diet.   After leaving Poland by crossing the river Oder, we crossed Czechoslovakia, passing close the Praque, and walked as far as Weiden in Germany.   The distance covered was 960 kilometres and the average weight of food received was 263 grams per day, including some horse meat when the horse collapsed and died.   Towards the end of the march we had nothing to eat for three successive days and were saved from disaster by the arrival of Red Cross trucks with food parcels.   From Weiden we were taken to the usual cattle trucks to Regensburg on the river Danube.   After a couple of weeks there, clearing up bomb damage, the Americans were closer than the Russians.   We therefore starting marching east and after covering 120 kilometres in three nights in dawned on our guards that the end had come.   They fled, leaving behind six who has always behaved in an exemplary manner.  

During the night on 28 April an artillery duel took place between the Americans and the Germans with us in the middle.   The following morning a jeep with four Americans on board advanced cautiously down the road followed at a safe distance by several tanks.     I happened to be standing nearby when an American soldier lined up the six German guards.   He pointed his tommy gun with a finger on the trigger at them and said to me,"Do you want any of these bastards shot?".   Six pairs of eyes looked at me and I knew how the guards felt.   I was happy to grant them a reprieve.

Liberated by the Americans in Germany  

We were freed by these Americans near STRAUBING.   After 1044 days we were free.  Hitler committed suicide on that day (30 April 1945).  

Of the 708 men who started the march, only 495 were present at the end.   Many of the remainder were left behind in hospitals suffering from exhaustion and illnesses.   Some joined other columns also marching west, some escaped and at least two were shot trying to escape.

Arrived Durban 5 November 1945

We were shipped back to South Africa on the Union Castle line, the Cape Town Castle and after spending 2 months in Rhodesia with my parents I returned to Durban on 5 November 1945 and continued with articles and study until I qualified as a Chartered Accountant.    

Mr Mazzocchi helped numerous other POW's after us and was thankfully never caught.   I wrote to him and refunded the 5000 lire as soon as I got back to Durban.   He replied saying that he gave the letter I had written to my father to a British Officer. (Ed: Mr Hill's father never received the letter).  Shortly afterwards the British Army not only paid back the 5000 lire but compensated him generously for having helped escapees.   A few years later when I wrote to Mr Mazzocchi saying that I was planning to visit him as I had promised to do as soon as my studies  were complete, his wife replied, thanking me profusely for remembering them sayiing  that he had recently died and added that he always spoke of me with "grand enthusiasm".

Retyped and edited by MOTH Graham de Wit with grateful thanks to MOTH Alan Pienaar for supplying the manuscript.  Maurice Hill  is alive and well and living in Pietermaritzburg also supplied additional details to fill in some of the gaps.

11 MARCH 2011

Note 1: Ed Note: With the fall of Tobruk (21 June 1942) a large number of South Africans were taken prisoner and spent over four months 'behind the wire' in Benghazi. From Benghazi they were shipped to Italy and from there many were taken to Germany. Some were transferred to Poland, and put to work in coal mines.(5) Those that worked on the surface did so in snow, ice and bitterly cold winds during the winter. Working underground was, of course, much warmer, but loading coal for eight hours a day proved very hard work. In some cases the various nationalities were segregated and numerous South Africans were detailed to the coal mines of Niwka and Modrow situated between Katowitz and Sosnowitz, west of Cracow.(6)

Note 2:  After the fall of Tobruk the German advance continued at a rapid pace until it was halted at El Alamein not far from Cairo.  On 23 October 1942 the Eighth Army, reinforced and adequately armed for the first time in its history, attacked and inflicted a crushing defeat on the Germans and Italians.   At the end of a long retreat their entire armies surrendered bringing the war in North Africa to an end.

13.
60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY   

13.1
Ronald and Mary Wright married in the Anglican Church, Ladysmith, on 2 June 1951.  The had 3 children who have 8 grand children and 6 great-grandchildren.

13.2
Graham and Fay Buckley married St Wilfred's Church, Pretoria, 9 June 1951.  Blessed with 4 children, 6 grand children and 2 great-grandchildren.  We wish them all the best of everything and congratulate them on such an outstanding achievement.

14.
BOB CAMERON:  Due to health and age problems Bob Cameron resigned as Club Manager 0n 30 March 2011 having been in that office since the 1st July 2003.  We wish Bob well and good health in retirement and thank him for looking after the club and sh for all that time.   Lodie Venter who had been assisting Bob for some time has taken over the bar function.  As you all know bar sales of dropped dramatically over the years due to a drop in membership and for security reasons which kept the patrons at home to ensure the safety of their families and to stop themselves from getting arrested for being drunk after traffic authoriries tightened up the reulations which meant even three drinks would land you in trouble with the law.   The club continues to need your support.  The hall is available for functions.   

Alvena RADEBE the cleaner lady who has been with the SH for some 40 years retired on pension.

15.
WW2 PEOPLE'S WAR: An archive of World War two memories - written by the publc, gathered by the BBC.  The BBC asked the public to contribute their memories of World War Two to a website between June 2003 and January 2006.  This archive of 47 000 stories is the result.

16.
THE RAILWAYS AND HARBOUR BRIGADE & SATC: Taken from Google : The Patriot files : Dedicated to the preservation of military history.

The Railways and Harbour Brigade was disbanded in 1928 when its Medical Section and two armoured trains were absorbed into the  Active Citizen Force. It was re-established on 1 April 1940 with HQ in Johannesburg. It was organized with two infantry battalions, four armoured trains and an Operating Group in the Engineer Field. It formed No. 1 Railway Engineering Battalion on 10 September 1940 at Germiston, which was known as the Railway Construction and Maintenance Group. This Group consiste of 38th, 39th and 40th Railway Construction Companies and 41st Harbour Construction Company, all of which served in the Middle East. Similarly, a Mines Engineering Brigade was formed in the Rand with two battalions by December 1940. The North Rand Battalion had five companies and the south-East Rand Battalion had four companies. By 1942, it formed an Armoured Car Brigade.  The Essential Services Protection Corps was formed on 24 October 1939 of men over 45 with Corps HQ established at Pretoria on 29 October 1939. Companies were initially established at Cape Town, Durban, Port Elizabeth and East London. This corps guarded all bridges and worked in close cooperation with the Railways and Harbour Brigade. A Seaward Defence Force was established in November  1940 and was later renamed the Coast Defence Corps. It absorbed the National Volunteer Brigade battalions on the coast in 1941 and by 1942 it had fifteen battalions. It further expanded in 1943 to include Armoured Car Commandos.

Native military units were also established during the war. The Cape Corps was reformed on 8 May 1940 and recruited Coloured volunteers to  train at Kimberley. By 20 May 1940, the Corps had a Pioneer Battalion and five motor transport companies. The Corps expanded rapidly during the war to include Motorized Infantry Battalions, POW Guard Battalions, POW Escort Battalions as well as Infantry  Battalions. Corps units served in East Africa and the Middle East.The Native Labour Corps was formed on 1 June 1940. It was later called the Native Military Guards Brigade and still later the Native  Military Corps. It had ten battalions at peak that did guard duty equipped with assegais (spears). 

The Indian Services Corps was established on 26 June 1940. It also changed names to the Indian and  Moslem Corps on 11 September and the Indian and Malay Corps on 6 November 1940. The role of this corps was motor transport and 

pioneer. It was amalgamated with the Cape Corps on 13 October 1942.

At the start of the war, South African had no armoured units. Some of the Active Citizen Force units, such as the Imperial Light Horse, had cavalry titles but all were infantry battalions. Only the  Defence Rifle Associations maintained mounted units. As mentioned above, a Mounted Commando Division was formed during the war but this eventually was converted to armoured units. Many armoured car, tank and motorcycle companies were formed during the first half of 1940. These were eventually formed into units of the South African Tank Corps. The South African Tank Corps (SATC) had its beginnings in the formation of 1st Armoured Car Company, which was raised from the Permanent Force on 31 January 1940. The personnel of this company went on to form 1st Light Tank Company in May 1940 and moved to Kenya on 1 June 1940 equipped with 12 Mk III Light Tanks. As  additional companies were formed or about to be formed, it was necessary to establish an organization for these units. The 1st Battalion, The South African Tank Corps was established at Robert's Heights on 23 May 1940 as a holding unit for the 1st Light Tank Company, 1st and 2nd Armoured Car Companies and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Motorcycle Companies. The 1st Battalion was reorganized on 15 July 1940 into Nos. 1 and 2 Armoured Fighting Vehicle Battalions, but both battalion were later disestablished since many units had 

transferred to East Africa. 

The following units of the SATC were formed during 1940:1st Light Tank Company - Raised May 1940 from original 1st Armoured Car Company.

            1st Armoured Car Company - Reconstituted in May 1940.

            2nd Armoured Car Company - Raised in April 1940 from the South 

            African Police.

            3rd Armoured Car Company - Raised in May 1940 from volunteers.

            4th Armoured Car Company - Raised in June 1940 from volunteers.

            5th Armoured Car Company - Raised in June 1940 from volunteers.

            11th Armoured Car Company - Raised on 1 September 1940 from Regiment Suid-Westelike Distrikte.

            12th Armoured Car Company - Raised on 1 September 1940 from Regiment Westelike Provinsie.

            13th Armoured Car Company - Raised 3 October 1940 from 2nd Imperial Light Horse.

            14th Armoured Car Company - Raised 3 October 1940 from 2nd Royal Natal Carabineers.

            21st Armoured Car Company - Raised 1940 from the Railways and Harbour Brigade.

            22nd Armoured Car Company - Raised 1940 from the Railways and Harbour Brigade.

            23rd Armoured Car Company - Raised 1940 from the Railways and Harbour Brigade.

            24th Armoured Car Company - Raised 1940 from the Railways and Harbour Brigade.

            31st Armoured Car Company - Raised 1940 from the Special Service Battalion.

            34th Armoured Car Company - Raised January 1941 from the Cape Town Highlanders.

            1st Motorcycle Company - Raised May 1940 from the South African Police.

            2nd Motorcycle Company - Raised May 1940.

            3rd Motorcycle Company - Raised May 1940.

A number of the companies served in East Africa (1st Light Tank Company; 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 13th, 14th Armoured Car Companies; and 1st, 2nd Motorcycle Companies). By 1941, all companies were absorbed into battalions of the South African Tank Corps. The South African Tank Corps was to be short-lived and was absorbed into the South African Armoured Corps in 1943.

17.
DELVILLE WOOD.   Delville Wood Day is 16th July and the service is always on the closest Sunday to this date. Fortunately this year is no problem, the 16th is the Saturday (when the collection will be) and the Service is on Sunday, 17th July, 2011.  This event is organised annually by the SA Legion on behalf of the City Council.  Gather at the Garden of Remembrance at 1030 for the parage.  The service will take place at 1100.  MOTH Uniform and medals to be worn.

18.
ALLAN WILSON BOWLS:
   Toppy's circus takes place on the 2nd Sunday of the month followed by a lunch.  Please ensure you notify Brian McGarry.  Anyone is welcome and this is a good opportunity to start your bowling career.

ADVERT:


PARTY ZONE: 

RUN BY D J DE VOS.

FOR ALL YOUR PA SYSTEM WORK AND MUSIC/KARAOKE.

CONTACT WILLIAM ON 083 7798444.

