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It felt like only last week at my first attempt to a news letter and yet – here I am at it again. People say “Life is short”. Time might fly, but religious beliefs aside:  I am NOT aware of anything longer that we can do... I could not help but smile when I saw a kid this week with a T-Shirt. “Right now is the oldest I’ve ever been in my life...”

I hoped to have more info and stories to tell about our members and their adventures, but unfortunately, the last bulletin was only handed out at the meeting and we were as many people seated at the top table, as were in the meeting. Mothers day and other misfortunes took its toll at our last meeting. Therefore – with very little news, I will waffle on UNTIL I get more input from the floor. 
Something that caught my eye (and heart) was sent out in the BBC newsletter last year. (Thanks Moth Danie for allowing me to duplicate some of your hard work). I have been asked this question before and would NOT have been able to give a better answer:

What is the MOTH ? 

The Memorable Order Of Tin Hats (MOTH) is a non-profit and non-sectarian organisation of serving and ex-serving men and woman who have had service in an active theatre of war, including the Border War, and who have banded together to preserve the precious camaraderie which developed under common hardship and adversity. 

We combatants, who hate war and its futility, practice benevolence and friendship regardless of creed or politics. 

The symbol of the Order is a miniature Tin Hat worn as a lapel badge. 

We strive to live up to Three Ideals which are: 


A) TC —True Comradeship — As learned during front line experience, and perpetuated in civilian life. 

B) MH — Mutual Help — The personal and collective obligation to help each other as in front line service. 

C) SM — Sound Memory —To remember the fallen as a living companionship, to serve them as they served us, in practical action which rise above divisions of social status , rank or political creed. 

WHAT DO MOTHs DO ? 

This exclusive brotherhood of men and women has celebrated more than a three quarters of a century of service to humanity. They: 


A) Help the needy. 
B) Build cottages for ex-servicemen 
C) Contribute substantial financial aid and assistance to various charities. 
D) Provide bursaries and educational grants. 
E) Provide the wounded in military hospitals with gift packs and occupational equipment. F) Honour the war dead by holding annual civic memorial parades. 

MAKES ONE THINK ….. DOESN‘T IT??? …. SO THERE’S MUCH MORE TO BEING A MOTH MEMBER THAN WE THINK …. WHEN YOU‘RE COUNTED IN AND LOOK AT YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD, YOU’RE IN FOR MORE THAN JUST ATTENDING MEETINGS ...
THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER AT ARLINGTON CEMETERY : WASHINGTON QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS : 


How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb? 
21 steps. It alludes to the 21 gun salute, which is the highest honour given to a military or foreign dignitary. 

How long does he hesitate after his about turn to begin his return walk and why ? 
21 seconds for the same reason as above. 

Why are his gloves wet ? 
His gloves are moistened to prevent him losing grip on the rifle. 

Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time and if not, why not ? 
He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb. After his march across the path, he executes an about turn and moves the rifle to the outside shoulder. 

How often are the guards changed ? 
Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a day,365 days a year. 

What are the physical traits of the guard limited to ? 
For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he must be between 5ft 10in and 6ft 2in tall and his waist size cannot exceed 30inc. Other requirements are : They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their lives. They cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform (fighting) or the tomb in any way. After two years the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of the tomb. There are only 400 presently worn. The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or give up the wreath pin. The first six months of duty, a guard cannot talk to any one exepting fellow guards, nor watch TV. All off duty time is, is spent studying the people who were laid to rest in the cemetery. A guard must memorize who these people are and where they are interred. Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniform ready for guard duty. The tomb has been patrolled continuously since 1930. 

As I said last month, the military, war and what it represents  are serious business, but one can’t help but enjoy the beauty of its own sense of humour.  A few more Army Wit and Wisdom:

"If the Enemy is in range, so are you."
-  Infantry Journal

"It is generally inadvisable to eject over the area you just  bombed"
-   U.S. Air Force Manual

"Whoever said the pen is mightier than the sword obviously never encountered automatic weapons."
- General MacArthur

"Try to look unimportant; they may be low on ammo."
-  Infantry Journal

"You, you, and you.  Panic. The rest of you come with me."
-   U.S. Marine Gunnery Sgt. 

"Tracers work both ways."
-  U.S. Army Ordnance

Warm MOTH Greetings until we meet again under the Tin Hat at the best Shellhole South of the Sahara

Bomb Alley 

