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Remembering D Day 

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!  

“You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many 
months.  The eyes of the world are upon you.  The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people 
everywhere march with you.  In company with our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other 
Fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi 
tyranny over the oppressed peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world. 

Your task will not be an easy one.  Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle 
hardened.  He will fight savagely.  But this is the year 1944!  Much has happened since the 
Nazi triumphs of 1940-41.  The United Nations have inflicted upon the Germans great defeats, 
in open battle, man-to-man.  Our air offensive has seriously reduced their strength in the air 
and their capacity to wage war on the ground.  Our Home Fronts have given us an 
overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at our disposal great 
reserves of trained fighting men. 

The tide has turned!  The free men of the world are marching together to Victory!  I have full 
confidence in your courage and devotion to duty and skill in battle.  We will accept nothing less 
than full Victory!  

Good luck!  And let us beseech the blessing of Almighty God upon this great and noble 
undertaking.” 

SIGNED: Dwight D. Eisenhower 06 June 1944 

 

South Africa and the War against Japan 1941-1945 - Andre Wessels (part 2) 

The Union Defence Forces (UDF), December 1941 

Japan's entry into the war posed a very real threat to South Africa and emphasized the 
vulnerability of her coasts and harbours.  The country's coastal defences had been planned to 
meet simple hit-and-run raids by enemy surface vessels and submarines, limited attacks by ship 
borne aircraft and raids by small parties of enemy soldiers or marines.  With Japanese forces 
overrunning one area after the other in the East, however, there was the possibility of a full-
scale invasion.  The Union's only safeguard against a Japanese invasion was the ability of the 
country's more powerful allies to maintain themselves in the Indian Ocean, especially after the 
spectacular successes achieved by the Japanese during the first few weeks of war.  The 
Japanese war machine was formidable.  In December 1941, the Japanese army had some 1 
400 000 men and the country possessed a total of about 2 400 aircraft (including naval 
aircraft). 

It was the Japanese navy, however, that posed the greatest threat to the Allies.  The navy 
consisted of some 325 000 personnel with ten battleships, eight aircraft carriers, eighteen 
heavy cruisers, twenty light cruisers, 108 destroyers, 67 submarines (including several large 'I' 
Class that could carry a midget submarine and/or a floatplane), several minor naval vessels, as 
well as many auxiliaries.  Although the UDF underwent a metamorphosis in the course of the 
first two years of the war, South Africa itself remained very vulnerable and its local defences 
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not in the least adequate to withstand a determined enemy onslaught.  By December 1941, a 
variety of coast artillery guns, ranging from quick-firing 6-pdr guns to heavy 9,2-inch guns, 
were installed at Walvis Bay, Saldanha Bay, on Robben Island, at Cape Town, Simon's Town, 
Port Elizabeth, East London and Durban, but these were not enough. 

The Union's anti-aircraft capacity also left much to be desired.  When war broke out in 1939, 
there were only eight 3-inch anti-aircraft guns and six searchlights in South Africa and when 
these guns and searchlights were despatched to East Africa, the Union was completely devoid 
of ground anti-aircraft defences.  By the middle of 1941, there were still no modern anti-aircraft 
guns in the country - only machine-guns - and it was only in the course of 1942 that new 
equipment became available.  The South African Air Force (SAAF) grew dramatically during the 
first two years of the war and, by December 1941, had a personnel strength of 31 204, 
including 4 321 of the Women's Auxiliary Air Force.  Of the total personnel, however, most 
were trainees and only 2 074 officers and men were operationally employed in South Africa.  
The number of SAAF aircraft increased from 104 in September 1939 to 1 709 in September 
1941.  Nevertheless, in December 1941, the SAAF had no fighter squadrons in South Africa.  

The threat of a Japanese invasion on the east coast was, for some time, considered a serious 
possibility and consequently the maritime patrol squadrons were reinforced by two fighter 
squadrons (No 6 and No 10) flying Curtiss-Mohawk IVs.  As far as maritime defence was 
concerned, the South African Naval Service (SANS) grew from three officers and three ratings - 
obviously with no warships!  - In September 1939 to a force with a personnel of 216 officers 
and 1 427 other ratings in September 1941.  On 7 December 1941, the Seaward Defence Force 
(SDF) - as the SANS was known since 15 January 1940 - had fifteen small anti-submarine 
vessels and 39 minesweepers.  By December 1941, the UDF, which, until then, only had to look 
northwards, had successfully taken part in the Abyssinian campaign and was then involved in 
the struggle against Rommel's Afrika Korps in North Africa.  Henceforth, however, it would also 
have to take into consideration a threat coming from the East. 

Japan's entry into the war meant that the conflict had truly become a world conflagration.  The 
Indian Ocean and adjoining areas were then directly threatened by enemy actions.  The 
possibility of enemy submarine attacks on Allied ships in the oceans around South Africa 
increased dramatically, as did the threat against the country's harbours and coasts.  In the light 
of the weakness of the Union's coastal and anti-aircraft defences, industrial areas along the 
coasts were particularly vulnerable.  Far away from the main operational areas, South Africa 
had been spared the brunt of the Axis offensives, but, by December 1941, she could not rely 
on much support, should the Japanese decide to launch an all-out offensive in the Indian 
Ocean.  In more than one way, the Union was ill-prepared for a war against Japan and nearly 
three and a half years would pass before the country would be in a position to actively support 
its allies militarily in the East.  In the meantime, South Africa had to prepare itself for a possible 
Japanese incursion into the Indian Ocean.  (To be continued)  
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JAN SMUTS HOLISM AND EVOLUTION Part 2 
Jan smuts introduces each chapter in this book with a summary of what is to follow.  
Although the English is not an easy read, it is amazing that this work was written in 1925. 

CHAPTER I 
THE REFORM OF FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS 

 
Summary.-In spite of the great advances which have been made in knowledge, some 
fundamental gaps still remain;  matter, life and mind still remain utterly disparate 
phenomena.  Yet the concepts of all three arise in experience, and in the human all three 
meet and apparently intermingle, so that the last word about them has not yet been said.  
Reformed concepts of all three are wanted.  This will come from fuller scientific knowledge, 
and especially from a re-survey of the material from new points of view.  The fresh outlook 
must accompany the collection of further detailed knowledge, and nowhere is the new 
outlook more urgently required than in the survey of these great divisions of knowledge. 
Take Evolution as a case in point.  The acceptance of Evolution as a fact, the origin of life-
structures from the inorganic, must mean a complete revolution in our idea of matter.  If 
matter holds the promise and potency of life and mind it is no longer the old matter of the 
physical materialists.  We have accepted Evolution, but have failed to make the 
fundamental readjustment in our views which that acceptance involves.  The old 
mechanical view-points persist, and Natural Selection itself has come to be looked upon as 
a mere mechanical factor.  But this is wrong: Sexual Selection is admittedly a psychical 
factor, and even Natural Selection has merely the appearance of a mechanical process, 
because it is viewed as a statistical average, from which the real character of struggle 
among the concrete individuals has been eliminated.  Nineteenth-century science went 
wrong mostly because of the hard and narrow concept of causation which dominated it.  It 
was a fixed dogma that there could be no more in the effect than there was in the cause; 
hence creativeness and real progress became impossible.  The narrow concept of 
causation again arose from a wider intellectual error of abstraction, of narrowing down all 
concepts into hard definite contours and wiping out their indefinite surrounding "fields”.  The 
concept of "fields" is absolutely necessary in order to get back to the fluid plastic facts of 
nature.  The elimination of their" fields" in which things and concepts alike meet and 
intermingle creatively made all understanding of real connections and inter-actions 
impossible.  The double mistake of analysis, abstraction or generalisation has led to a 
departure in thought from the fluid procedure of nature.  Abstract procedure with its 
narrowing of concepts and processes into hard and rigid outlines, and their rounding off into 
definite scientific counters, temporarily simplified the problems of science and thought, but 
we have outlived the utility of this procedure, and for further advance we have now to return 
to the more difficult but more correct view of the natural plasticity and fluidity of natural 
things and processes.  From this new view-point a resurvey will be made in the sequel of 
our ideas relating to matter, life and mind, and an attempt will be made to reach the 
fundamental unity and continuity which underlie and connect all three.  We shall thus come 
to see all three as connected steps in the same great Process, the nature and functions of 
which will be investigated. 
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Bridge over the River Kwai – a sample of soil taken from the Bridge on the River Kwai was 
taken by Moth Pierre Olivier while on a visit to Thailand 

Dunkirk – Eric Russell of the 50th Division Engineers.  When embarking for England at Dunkirk 
he took soil from Dunkirk to England.  On a recent visit to London Ossie Baker met up with Eric 
Russell who kindly supplied the soil and the write up. 

1 May 1999 – Dear Jim – As promised herewith a small container of earth which I collected 
from Pearl Harbour when visiting the Museum and Shrines of the infamous raid on Pearl 
Harbour by the Japanese on December 7th 1941.  During the attack American casualties were 
high.  They succeeded in sinking or badly damaging 5 Battleships and 14 other ships.  Luckily 
for America most of the Carrier Force was at sea.  In addition to ships, they also lost over 200 
Aircraft.  Kind regards – Moth George Gardiner 

14 February 2000 – Dear Mr Peddie – I am writing to you with reference to your last fax dated 
6 February 2000.  As promised in my last correspondence to you on 18 November 1999, it is 
my pleasure and honour to enclose a sample of the El Alamein Battlefield soil to complete your 
collection.  Your request has always been put into consideration and I could only manage to 
provide you with the soil sample now as I have just returned from a trip near El Alamein.  
Yours sincerely – Dr Frank T Mdlalose Ambassador of South Africa to Egypt  

To the MOTH of Somerset West – the earth sample given to Moth Peddie was collected by 
my brother Marcel, on the Battlefield of Waterloo.  L.J. Morton 

Normandy Beaches – It is with a sense of pride that I am able to affirm that the sand from 
the shore area, together with a small number of sand grains from the Merville area, the Drop 
Zone of 6th Airborne Division, were mixed to give a small sample to cover the area which was 
the scene of the wonderful part played by the British Forces on D-Day, 6th June 1944.  Theo 
Matthews – ex 1st Airborne Division 156 Battalion 

Gulf War Certificate of Authenticity – Ondergetekenden, G.A. Huysmans, Site Manager 
Poms-site Vriezenveen en Chief Warrant Officer A. Avloyo-Pagan, Property Book Officer, 19th 
Combat Equipment Company, verklaren hierbij dat het bijgevoegde zand-monster is afkomstig 
uit Zuid West Asië.  Het zand is versameld uit de tanks welke deelgenomen hebben aan de 
Golf-oorlog en welke thans ter repartie zijn aangeboden aan Poms-site Vriezenveen – 24 
October 1991       

Battle of Atlantic 

Border War – Memorial earth sample taken from Ongiva Air/Army Base by Ossie Baker 

Battle of Shangani River Mat abele Land – soil collected on the 25th of February 2003 by 
Moth Bob Palmer 

 

The Light of Remembrance 

18 June 1918: D.M. Tyndall – S.A. Native Labour Corps 

24 June 1918: H. Lavell – 1st S.A. Infantry Brigade 

28 June 1943: R. Anderson – S.A. Air Force 
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10 June 1980: Peter William Warrener – 61 Mechanised Battalion Group 

We will remember them 

 

Important Dates 

 

11 June 

1509: Henry VIII of England marries 
Catherine of Aragon 

1944: USS Missouri is commissioned 

1962: Frank Morris, John Anglin and 
Clarence Anglin allegedly become the only 
prisoners to escape from the prison on 
Alcatraz Island 

1970: Anna Mae Hays and Elizabeth P 
Hoising officially receive their ranks as US 
Army Generals, becoming the first females 
to do so 

2011: Marshal Smuts Winter Lunch at 
11:30 

 

17 June 

1885: The Statue of Liberty arrives in New 
York Harbour 

1987: The Dusky Seaside Sparrow becomes 
extinct 

1991: The South African Parliament recalls 
the Population Registration Act 

1994: O.J. Simpson is arrested following a 
televised low-speed highway chase 

2011: Marshal Smuts Monthly Meeting 
at 18:10 

 

Birthdays 

04 June 

1924: Dennis Weaver 

1936: Bruce Dern 

1942: Associate Member Roy Chester 

1944: Michelle Phillips 

1975: Angelina Jolie 

29 June 

1901: Nelson Eddy 

1911: Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands 

1941: Stokely Carmichael 

1944: Gary Busey 

1951: Moth Don Pengelly     

30 June 

1917: Susan Hayward 

1933: M.J.K. Smith 

1936: Tony Musante 

1936: Moth Tony Goodyear 

1941: Peter Pollock  

 

Interesting reads on the Internet:  

www.samilitaryhistory.org;    www.ninefoxtrot.org;      www.dod.mil.za;  

www.firstworldwar.com  www.secondworldwar.com;  www.61mech.org.za;  

www.redsockfriday.com;    www.30degreessouth.co.za  Contributions to gfj@sun.ac.za 


