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Spring Fling 
The annual Spring Fling will be held on Saturday the 10th of September, commencing at 19:00. The 
Exco will be responsible for catering with the help of some of the culinary experts we have on offer at 
the Shellhole. The costs will amount to 60.00 ZAR per person and will include a three course meal. 
Music will be provided and we will launch a raffle to boost the Shellhole Mutual Help Fund. We will be 
catering for 60 people; please enquire about tickets from the Barman at Oom Jannie’s. See you there! 
 
Remembrance Sunday 13 November 
It would appear that maybe we will be having an Annual Remembrance Sunset Parade at the Shellhole 
again.  As the following communications between the Council and The Old Bill show the Council may 
not be involved this year. 
From: Philip McLachlan Sent: 22 June 2011 02:06 PM 
Councillor Pringle  
Firstly, thank you for returning our earlier call promptly. Secondly, on behalf of the Marshal Smuts 
Shellhole of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats, I would like to request the Helderberg Sub-Council of 
the City of Cape Town, to again involve itself, in co-operation with our mentioned Shellhole and the 
Strand Branch of the South African Legion, in presenting this annual Parade on Sunday 13 November, 
at the Helderberg Cenotaph, Main Road Somerset West.  
Organizations such as St John, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Voortrekkers etc will also be participating 
while representatives of the SA Naval College (Gordon’s Bay) will be asked to perform the Parade 
Military duties. Members of the local SA Police Services will also be invited and the Cape Town 
Caledonia Pipe Band has already offered their services, should the Parade go forward.  
Please follow the attached link, to view the article published on the MOTH website, concerning the 
mentioned Parade of 2010. 
Kind regards    
From: Stuart Pringle Sent: 22 June 2011 02:10 PM To: Izak du Toit 
Dear Mr Du Toit 
Apparently the Remembrance Day parade was partially sponsored by the Sub-Council in previous 
years. Is there provision made for a funding source for the parade this year or is there some other 
mechanism by which the City can assist. 
Regards - Cllr Pringle 
Dear Cllr Pringle 
The situation as set out below was the only involvement of the Sub-Council office. If the Moths would 
like to prepare for this year’s occasion, it is suggested that they contact Fritz Marx on 021 400 1217 
who were involved last year. 
Regards – Sakkie 
From: Philip McLachlan Sent: 29 July 2011 09:59 to: Fritz Marx 
Mr Marx 
Following our telephonic conversation, attached please find all correspondence concerning this matter. 
Kind regards - Philip McLachlan – Old Bill Marshal Smuts Shellhole 
From: Fritz Marx Sent: 16 August 2011 03:15 PM 
Dear Mr McLachlan, 
Thank you for your e-mail; the contents of which have been noted: 
The Mayor’s office did partly sponsor the event last year and also made staff available to attend to the 
logistical arrangements for this event. This was the first time that we had two ceremonies on 
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whereby Madagascar would fall under Japanese 
control. The Japanese therefore planned to use 
the island as a base for operations stretching 
from the Arabian Sea to the Cape. 
The ensuing Allied invasion plan was designated 
'Operation Ironclad' and, as part of the general 
strategy of the war against Japan, the UDF 
participated in the invasion. The Union also 
provided base facilities for the task force and 
units of the SAAF did photographic 
reconnaissance over the island in March and April 
1942. The land invasion force consisted of three 
British brigades, one South African brigade 
(supported by locally manufactured Marmon-
Herrington armoured cars) and one brigade from 
East Africa. The SAAF contingent had six Glen 
Martin Maryland bombers and eleven Bristol 
Beaufort bombers. The soldiers were transported 
in eight large troopships and the accompanying 
British naval task force consisted of one 
battleship (HMS Ramillies), two aircraft carriers 
(HMS Illustrious and HMS Indomitable), two 
cruisers, eleven destroyers, six corvettes, six 
mine-sweepers and ten auxiliary vessels. With the 
exception of the Indomitable, which joined them 
in the Mozambique Channel, the task force set 
sail from Durban between 25 and 28 April 1942.  
The total Allied force consisted of the brigades, 
the aircraft embarked on the aircraft carriers, plus 
six RAF and seventeen SAAF aircraft, together 
with 46 warships and auxiliaries, whereas the 
French Vichy forces could muster about 2 000 
white and 6 000 black troops, six tanks, at least 
35 aircraft and four warships. The Allied 
amphibious assault on Diego Suarez - the first 
British amphibious landing of the war - 
commenced on 5 May 1942 and, after some 
heavy fighting, the French were driven off. The 
first South African troops of the 7th South African 
Infantry Brigade under Brig G T Seneschal only 
landed at Diego Suarez on 25 June, together with 
artillery and armoured cars. They moved into 
camp at Sakaramy, where they prepared 
defensive positions. In the meantime, on the 
night of 30/31 May, Japanese midget submarines 
from the 8th Submarine Flotilla torpedoed and 

damaged the battleship HMS Ramillies, as well as 
a tanker (the British Royalty) in the Diego Suarez 
harbour. The Ramillies went to Durban for 
repairs. 
In September 1942, the South Africans 
participated in a large-scale operation aimed at 
capturing the southern half of Madagascar, while 
a company of Pretoria Highlanders occupied the 
small island of Nossi Be after a preliminary 
bombardment by the minelayer HMS Manxman. 
No serious opposition was encountered 
anywhere, but climatic and topographical 
conditions were arduous and many soldiers 
suffered from malaria. On 31 October, a South 
African armoured car regiment spearheaded the 
final attack on Fianarantsoa, which led to the 
French surrender on 5 November 1942. During 
the campaign, the Allies lost at least 107 killed 
and 280 wounded, as well as many who died 
from diseases. The French lost some 150 killed 
and 500 wounded, while most of the remaining 
troops were captured. The South African Army's 
only fatal casualties were four men who died 
from tropical diseases, while fourteen others were 
wounded. SAAF aircraft flew a total of 401 sorties 
during the Madagascar campaign. One pilot was 
lost in action, one killed in an accident and one 
died from disease. Seven aircraft were lost, only 
one as a result of enemy action.  
On 13 May 1942, shortly after the 
commencement of the Allied invasion, the 
German Naval High Command suggested that the 
Japanese launch a counter-attack. This was, 
however, not contemplated and after the 
Japanese defeat during the battle of Midway (4-6 
June 1942) this possibility was eliminated. The 
objectives of the Madagascar campaign were 
achieved and, by denying the Japanese the use 
of the island and, at the same time, ensuring that 
the Vichy French would also not interfere with 
Allied sea traffic in the Indian Ocean, the 
campaign undoubtedly contributed towards the 
eventual Allied success in the Far East, as well as 
in the Middle East and Mediterranean. (To be 
continued) 
 



 
 

 
The Green Thing Back Then 

In the line at the supermarket, the cashier told an older woman that she should bring her own grocery 
bags because plastic bags weren’t good for the environment. 

The woman apologized to him and explained, “We didn’t have the green thing back in my day.” The 
cashier responded, “That’s our problem today. Your generation did not care enough to save our 
environment.” He was right — our generation didn’t have The Green Thing in its day. 

Back then, we returned milk bottles, soft drink bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store sent 
them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over 
and over. So they really were recycled. But we didn’t have the green thing back in our day. 

We walked up stairs, because we didn’t have an escalator in every store and office building. We 
walked to the grocery store and didn’t climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go 
two blocks. But she was right. We didn’t have the green thing in our day. 

Back then, we washed the baby’s nappies because we didn’t have the throw-away kind. We dried 
clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning up 240 volts — wind and solar power 
really did dry the clothes. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always 
brand-new clothing. But that old lady is right; we didn’t have the green thing back in our day. 

Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house — not a TV in every room. And the TV had a small 
screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Western 
Australia. In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn’t have electric machines to 
do everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used a wadded up old 
newspaper to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. 

Back then, we didn’t fire up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower 
that ran on human power. We exercised by working so we didn’t need to go to a health club to run on 
treadmills that operate on electricity. But she’s right; we didn’t have the green thing back then. 
 
We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time 
we had a drink of water. We refilled fountain pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we 
replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade 
got dull. But we didn’t have the green thing back then. 

Back then, people took the tram or a bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of 
turning their mothers into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one power point in a room, not an entire 
bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn’t need a computerized gadget to receive a 
signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest pizza joint. But isn’t 
it sad, the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we didn’t have the 
green thing back then? 

Remember: Don’t make old people mad. We don’t like being old in the first place, so it doesn’t take 
much to upset us. 

 
   



 
 

Important Dates 

Events: 

16 September 

1795: First occupation by the United Kingdom of the Cape Colony 

1908: The General Motors Corporation is founded 

1919: The American Legion is incorporated 

1945: The surrender of Japanese troops in Hong Kong 

2011: Marshal Smuts monthly meeting at 18:10  

 

Birthdays: 

30 September 

1861: William Wrigley Jnr 

1935: Johnny Mathis 

1945: Ehud Olmert 

1946: Jochen Mass 

1954: Moth Danie Truter 

  
Interesting reads on the Internet: 
www.samilitaryhistory.org 
www.dod.mil.za 
www.firstworldwar.com 
www.secondworldwar.com 
www.raf.mod.uk 
www.61mech.org.za 
www.redsockfriday.com 
www.30degreessouth.co.za 
www.cwgc.org 
www.ninefoxtrot.org 
 
 
 
Contributions to gfj@sun.ac.za 

 


