Thanks Graham, very kind of you and much appreciated. 

I do hope the MOTH gave Vernon a worthy 'send off' - I wish I could have been there to pay my respects. I was greatly privileged to have served under his Chairmanship on various MOTH Executives and Committees spanning 18 years from 1986 to 2004. 

Regards 

Nigel

"Vernon Corbishley, a life dedicated to the Moth Order  died at Flame Lily Park on Thursday 2 June.He devoted his life to the Moth Order and, with his wife Lesley and a group of founder members, was the driving force in establishing Flame Lily Park to what it is today.  Born in Durban in 1920, Vernon attended DHS, matriculating in 1938, after which he was articled to a chartered accountant. With war clouds overhead, he went on full time service with the 1st Battalion, Royal Durban Light Infantry in June 1940, serving in the Middle East from June 1941.  A year later, he was taken prisoner at Gazala in North Africa, spending the rest of the war as a POW in North Africa, Italy, Germany and Poland. Demobilised in August 1945, he resumed his articles, qualifying as a chartered accountant at the end of 1946. Most of his working life was with Unilever in South Africa, Malawi, Zambia and Rhodesia and, returning to South Africa in the late 1960s, he was appointed 

director of Unilever SA. On his retirement in 1981, he was vice-chairman of the company in South Africa. His Moth journey started with the Red Tab Shellhole in Durban, joining in 1945. He also served on the executive committees of various shellholes in Rhodesia and was awarded the Moth Certificate of Merit in 1961.  In 1970, with fellow Moths, he established the Moth Ex-Servicemen's Cottage Association (MESCA), taking care of Moth pensioners and their wives.It was during this 

time the idea of Flame Lily Park was born and today, the establishment houses nearly 500 residents in flats and garden cottages, with a frail care centre and the aptly named Vernon Corbishley Hall.  Through the years, he gave tirelessly to the Moth organisation, serving for more than 20 years on the national executive as national treasurer, national vice chairman and chairman. He was bestowed with the Old Bill of the Order in 1986 and in 1987, was awarded the Order of the Star of South Africa, non-military, class IV officer, for rendering meritorious service contributing to the security and general national interest of South Africa.  Married to Lesley and father of John, he was a devoted family man and Moth, taking a keen interest in the welfare of ex-servicemen and their families. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember him. 

This would appear to be a press release from MOTH GHQ - it has all the basic facts and obviously presents the MOTH and Vernon's achievements in a very good light. 

What would be nice to see now would be a follow up epitaph for the information of Moths themselves which has more focus on Vernon's personality, his compassion, his humility and his outstanding example of implementation of the Spirit and the Ideals of Mothdom. I believe that this would provide inspiration to younger generations of Moths, and help to show why the MOTH, as an organisation, has unique qualities which distinguish it from more conventional charities and altruistic groups, and why it is so very important to keep the Order alive and well. 

Perhaps I could quote but one example from a great many of my memories which relate to Vernon. This is a memory of 1956 when I used to ride my pushbike to Churchill School in Salisbury from my home in Hatfield. I would ride to and fro twice a day passing new buildings under construction in Braeside; a new hall and cottages for Rhodesian Moths. Even though a mere schoolboy, I was impressed because I knew of the wonderful work done by the MOTHS and MOTHWA which helped my grandmother. I was to learn many years later that it was Vernon who was the driving force behind this MOTH development, when he lived in Salisbury. I understand that the Braeside MOTH HQ complex is still in use to this day. It was from these earlier days and efforts that Vernon was awarded the MOTH Certificate of Merit. Who can tell us now what Vernon's earlier contributions were in Nyasaland and in Northern Rhodesia? The NR MOTH lottery which was so beneficial, the basis of the National Executive's cherished 'Special Fund'. All this before Vernon returned to South Africa in the 1960s and his subsequent achievements! 

A bit more Sound Memory in Vernon's Epitaph is called for, I believe. 

With my regards 

Nigel 

