
Sunday 7 February was an important and special day for the 

Moths of Crater Shellhole. Their regular monthly meeting was 

used to commemorate the founding of the Shellhole 88 years 

ago on 3 February 1928. This was one year after the founding 

of the Moth order in 1927. 

Crater Shellhole is at present the largest Shellhole in the Coal-

fieds District that includes Witbank and Middelburg. 

Along with all the other Shellholes in the district Crater played 

an important role in raising the funds to establish the com-

plex. Crater is still a regular 

donor towards the upkeep of 

the cottages. 

In the photograph are the 

Moths and the friends of the 

Moths gathered around to 

enjoy the novel birthday cake 

made out of Cup Cakes. 

RESIDENTS  DONATE  WATER  

Cottages Chronicles 

CRATER  SHELLHOLE  TURNS  88 YEARS  OLD  

The residents at the cottages showed their generosity on Fri-

day 5 February 2016 when they collected R1290.00 plus 120 

liters of water to operation hydrate. 

The collection was organised by Annetjie Oosthuizen, Drien 

Mong and Maryela Vermaak (seen in photograph on the left) 

who then delivered both the water and the cash to the co-

ordinators, Realty Estates in Bethal Street, Model Park. 

This donation together with many more was loaded onto 

trucks and taken to the Radio Jakaranda collection depot for 

onward delivery to North West Province. 

This was a fine demonstration that although our residents are 

the recipients of  the generosity of the Witbank community 

they do their share to show their gratitude. 
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MARCH: 

7th Maureen Cummings 

12th Maria van der Linde 

22nd Willie Steynberg  

29th Ben Botha 

31st Maryna Esterhuizen 

13th Jabulani Makakula (Staff) 

12th Clive Hatch (Committee) 

 

FEBRUARY 

5th Rienie Uys 

12th Elise Strumpher 

14th Annatjie Potgieter 

28th Bossie Pieterse 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes to the following people who either celebrated their birthdays in 

February or will do so in March. May you have many more happy and healthy 

years in the future. 

OFFICE HOURS: 

 

Now that Betty has 

returned from leave the office hours 

will return to normal: 

Mon to Fri: 08:00 to 13:00 

Please arrange to purchase electricity 

during these hours. 

HELP DESK: 

 

 

 

Residents are reminded that Clive 

Hatch will be available in the 

Admin building every Thursday 

starting 14 January from 10:00 to 

11:00 to assist residents with their 

problems                             

IMPORTANT  NOTICES  

RESIDENTS  COMINGS  AND  GOINGS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very warm welcome to Piet Pisto-

rius who has moved into Flat 25A. 

Piet has been a Witbank resident for 

many years. 

We wish you a long and happy stay at 

the complex. 

Regretfully Tina Steyn had to 

leave the complex for health rea-

sons. She has been with us since 

February 2012. She is going to 

go to a complex in Hendrina 

where there are frail care facili-

ties. We all wish Tina, a very happy birthday for 

the 27th March. 

 

At the end of February we will regretfully have to 

bid farewell to Marie Siebert who is moving to St. 

Josephs Home in Middleburg for health reasons.. 
 

Marie and her late husband Alex have been resi-

dents since November 1997. 
 

Very happy birthday for the15th March, Marie 



A very sincere thank you to Lena Preto-

rius and Myrtle van Jaarsveld who do-

nated a heavy duty vacuum cleaner to 

the cottages. 
 

This will be a great help to the staff   
 

We wish Myrtle a speedy recovery. 

Our oldest resident 

At the age of 102 years Esmè Taylor is not only the oldest 
resident in the cottages but she is the resident who has 
stayed here for the longest length of time. She has been a 
resident since 1977. 

Esmè Else arrived at the Moth cottages in 1977 as the first 
Matron of the complex, a position that she held until her re-
tirement. Even after her retirement she took a keen interest in 
maintaining the gardens at the cottages. 

During World War II she served in the SADF as a nurse 
where she saw active service in Egypt, stationed at Alexan-
dria and at the 5th SA General Hospital in Cairo. Her WWII 

experience allowed her to qualify to join the MOTH organization. 

Esmè was the first MOTH lady bowler to be allowed to play in the then exclusively 
men’s Annual MOTH Bowls Tournament. “Tannie”Esmè also served on the Witbank 
Golf Bowls Club committee and in those days she played a mean game of bowls.  

During her term as matron Esmè married Dodds Taylor who was the the long serv-
ing treasurer of the Witbank MOTH Sound Memory cottages. 

On 27th May 2016 we look forward to celebrating Esmè’s 103 birthday. 

On the occasion of the Crater Shellhole’s 

eighty eighth birthday the Shellhole took 

the opportunity to present a “Certificate of 

Good Service” (non Moth) to Clive Hatch 

for his services to the MOTH order and in 

particular to the Witbank Sound Memory 

Cottages. 
 

Clive has been on the cottages committee 
from 1998 to date and a  Trustee of the 
Witbank Sound Memory cottages since 
2001. 

Clive Hatch photographed with the mem-

bers of  the executive of Crater  Shellhole 

shortly after receiving  his certificate. 



True Comradeship,  

Mutual Help,  
Sound Memory 

 

T.C.  (True Comradeship)  by pract is ing f ront  l ine f r iendship in  c iv i l ian l i fe ;  

M.H.  (Mutual  Help)  by acknowledg ing the personal  and col lect ive obl igat ion to help 

each other  as in  f ront  l ine service;   

S.M.  (Sound Memory)  by remember ing the fa l len as a l iv ing  companionship and to 

serve their  memory in pract ica l  act ions wh ich r ise above d ivis ions of  soc ia l  s tatus ,  

The three MOTH ideals  

A number of plants have been declared as invasive or alien plants 
that are illegal to have growing  in South Africa. If a person is 
caught growing them they could be subject to a heavy fine:  
 
The ‘ bugweed ’  ( s ee photo )  is one such  example. It is a 
shrub or small tree up to 4m high covered with whitish-felty hairs. 
Dull green leaves that are velvety above and white-felty beneath 
which emit a strong smell when bruised. Purple flowers in com-

pact, terminal clusters on densely felty stalks up to 10cm long all year round. 
Spherical berries which start off green and turn yellow, in compact terminal clus-
ters. Hairy leaves and stems are a respiratory tract and skin irritant. Unripe fruits 
are poisonous. 

INVASIVE  /  ALIEN  PLANT  SPECIES  

Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for church ladies with 

typewriters. These sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) actually 

appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services: 

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and lis-

ten to our choir practice. 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water. 

The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus. 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help . 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their elec-

tric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 
***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. 

Please use large double door at the side entrance. 
 

http://www.invasives.org.za/media/k2/items/cache/68497d6cb194485d2759fde9466457b7_XL.jpg


Forthcoming events: 
 

Please diarise the following we 

would love to see all residents 

joining in. 

 

It is with deep regret that we 
have to report the passing 
away of Heather Brereton on 1 
February 2016 at Village of 
Happiness in Margate. 

Heather and her husband Leigh 
played a very important roll in 

the establishment of the complex and it’s growth 
from the initial two cottages to the current 
seventy two units. 

Heather’s primary role was as a founder 
member and the first Lady Billie of the Winston 
Mothwa Shellhole. She held this position for 
over 20 years. 

Heather was 98 years of age when she passed 
on 12 August 1918. 

Heather and Leigh had a very full life in the 
Witbank area both at WCCM where Leigh was 
the mine manager and at the cottages where 
they were the first residents in Cottage C in the 
retirement village. 

Heather is survived by her daughter Kay who 
lives in Nelspruit and her two step daughters. 

Do you want your toe nails cut? 

 

Gail from ’Skin Live’ will be 
available to cut residents toe 
nails. 

The cost of having your toe 
nails cut will be R50.00 per 
person. If there are more than 
six customers the price will 
drop to R40.00 per person. 

Any residents who would like a 
full pedicure or manicure 
should phone Gail to make ar-
rangements.  

Phone: 082 823 7866 

 

 

Regular events: 
 

Tuesdays 14:00 Bingo 
 

Daily Tea: 
 

10:00 & 15:00  All residents 
are welcome to come for a 
cup of tea or coffee 
 
 

Saturday 27: Curry and rice  
      for sale; 
 
Monday 29: 08:30 in the  
  doctors room toe 
  nails can be cut. 

Church services: 
 

09:00 Every Sunday -  

 interdenominational service 
 

10:00 First Tuesday—Shalom 
 

14:30 Second Thursday– Baptist 
 

14:30 Fourth Thursday—Methodist 

 

Obituary—Heather Brereton 



Know your committee - Moth Len Bowker - Deputy District Old Bill 

 

Moth Len Bowker joined the MOTH order in 2001 and has 
been a Member of  Crater Shellhole ever since. He is currently 

the Deputy Old Bill of  the Coalfields District Dugout as well as 

the Deputy Old Bill in Crater. 
  

In 2005 Len was appointed to the Witbank Sound Memory 

Cottages where he also serves as a trustee. 
  

Len was born in Sabie on 6 June 1956 and is one of  three chil-
dren to Lionel and  Elsabe Bowker. He has a brother named 

Kennnith and a sister named Leslie-Joan. 

He started School at Sabie Laerskool and matriculated from Hoerskool Generaal Hert-

zog in 1972. 
  

Len started work at Tavistock in 1973. In 1984 he started at the Colliery Training Col-

lege where he is still employed. He hopes to retire at the end of  2016. 
  

In 1981 he married Karin who is currently a teacher at  Robert Carruthers Primary 

School. They have one daughter Ruve and a granddaughter Megan.  
  

When not working or being an active MOTH Len plays some bowls and is a keen an-

gler. Whenever they have the opportunity they enjoy going to their holiday home in 

Glenmore where they can relax and Len can catch ‘that one that didn’t get away’ 

 

Competition: 
 

The first resident who contacts me and can iden-

tify this building in Witbank will win a bottle of 

champagne. 
 

Phone; Whats App or SMS me on: 

082 601 9376 

CURRY AND RICE: 
 

Curry and rice will be on sale 
to residents at R25 per serv-
ing on Saturday 27 February. 
 
Please place your orders at 
the kitchen by 12:00 on 
Thursday at the latest. 

If  you would like to re-

ceive the Cottages Chroni-

cles please contact me on 

E-Mail address: 

 

cliveh@yebo.co.za  

We deeply regret the inconvenience that was caused as a result of the blocked sewerage out-

side flats 3; 4; and 5 over the weekend. Every effort was made to get the municipality to clear 

the municipal drain pipes from Saturday morning.  


