
The committee wish 

all our residents 

and staff a very 

happy, blessed 

and peaceful 2017 

WHAT A FESTIVE SEASON !   

Cottages Chronicles 

The end of 2016 was filled with joy and excitement for the resi-
dents of the cottages complex. 

As usual many organisations and members of the public con-
tributed to making Christmas a very merry, joyful and blessed 
occasion. 

The spiritual aspect of Christmas was promoted by the  Rev 
Kedibone Mntambo and the musicians from the Witbank 
Methodist Church who arranged a carol service in the lounge. 
A group of a Catholic Missionaries from Mexico entertained the 
residents as did Pastor Hennie van Rensburg and members 
of his congregation with nativity readings and song. 

Beautiful and artistic belly dancing was presented by  Sandy 
Aston Smith and her daughter Michela. Andrew James spent 

an afternoon of song in the lounge. Once again Stanley White helped to ensure 
that the annual Christmas party was enjoyed by all.  

2017 started off on a high note with a resident’s braai. 
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Enjoy this bumper 10 page edition of the Chronicles 

which tries to cover all the activities over the Festive 



Forthcoming events: 
 

Please diarise the following 
events, all residents  are 
invited to participate.. 

Friday 6 January 2017 
was a very sad day at 
the cottages when we 
h e a r d  t h a t  t h e 
chairman Moth Neville 
Lynn had passed away 
suddenly. 

Neville was well known 
and popular amongst 
the residents and staff. 
During his regular visits 
to the complex he 
would stroll around and 

talk to everybody. 

Whenever possible he and Annie would attend 
the functions at the cottages where they would 
stay until late enjoying themselves with everyone 
who could keep up with them 

Neville epitomized  the perfect Moth and always 
went out of his way to uphold the ideals of True 
Comradeship, Mutual Help and Sound 
Memory. 

Having joined Crater Shellhole in 1976 his 
association with the cottages spanned forty 
years. He had served on the Cottages Committee 
since 1995 and in 2011 he was elected as the 
chairman. 

Neville is survived by his wife Annie his daughter 
Angie, son Vaughn and three grandchildren 
Christian, Macaela and Sarah. 

We extend our deepest condolences to the family. 
May he rest in peace. 

CONDOLENCES: 

Our sincere condolences to: 

 The family and friends of Louis 
Venter from Cottage C who passed 

away on 1 January 2017 after under-

going heart surgery a few before. 

 Harry Reichert whose granddaughter 

Candice van der Berg died tragically 

in a motor vehicle accident on the 

Old Middelburg Road early in Decem-

ber. 

 

Regular events: 
 

Tuesdays 14:00 Bingo 
 
Wednesday 07:30 Hairdresser 
 
Thursdays 09:30 Exercises 
 
 
 
 

Daily Tea: 
 

10:00 & 15:00  All residents 
are welcome to come for a 
cup of tea or coffee 
 
 

Wednesdays : 09:00 combi 
takes residents to Family Pick 
‘n Pay for shopping. 

Church services: 
 

09:00 Every Sunday -  

 interdenominational service 
 

10:00 First Tuesday: Shalom 
 

14:30 Second Thursday:  Baptist 
 

14:30 Fourth Thursday: Methodist 

Obituary: Moth Neville Lynn 



Annual Christmas party 

The annual Christmas Party was, as usual, held on the first Satur-

day in December, 6 December 2017. The staff did us proud with a 

delicious three course Christmas buffet prepared in house including 

the most exotic pudding table. 

During the meal members of the New Life Church delivered Christ-

mas gifts for all the residents which were distributed to everyone. 

After the superb meal people enjoyed the liquid refreshments and 

listened or danced to the music provided by Stanley White. The 

party continued late into the night long past most residents usual 

bedtime. 

Christmas lunch 
About thirty residents including their fami-

lies and friends enjoyed Christmas Lunch in 

the dinning room this year. 

As usual Elize added a few extra touches to 

make sure that everyone enjoyed their 

meal in a happy environment. 

During the afternoon all residents were in-

vited to the lounge where tea and coffee to-

gether with delicious cakes were provided 

to round off Christmas Day. 



Blessings in a bottle 
Charmain Snyman Cornelius 
wanted to help light up the 
Chritmas Season for the old 
people especially those who 
would be lonely. She and her 
friends made up their 
“Blessings in a bottle” which 
were bottles filled with sweets 
and small gifts for all the resi-
dents. These gifts were 
handed out at tea in the 
lounge. 

The year started off at the cottages in high 
spirits with the residents and their families tak-
ing full advantage of the weather to enjoy a 
community braai on the front lawn in front of 
the lapa. 

An enjoyable day to welcome in 2017 where 
people ate, drank and became merry. 

Happy New Year 



Carols without candle light  
On Thursday 15 December 

the residents enjoyed the 

carol service led by Rev 

Kedibone Mntambo and the 

musicians from the Witbank 

Methodist Church who ar-

ranged the service in the 

lounge.  

 

Pastor Hennie van Rensburg 
 

Pastor Hennie a regular 

preacher at the cottages 

added to the spiritual 

message of Christmas 

when he and his follow-

ers entertained the resi-

dents. 

 

Watermelon Feast 

What better way to cool off on a hot 

December afternoon than getting stuck 

into a chilled watermelon instead of hot 

tea or coffee. 

 

Rumour has it that Sheila laced her 

watermelon with something a bit 

stronger to forget her ‘beef’ problem. 

 
 

Belly dancers visit the cottages 

Sandy Aston Smith and her daughter 

Michaela from Divas visited the cot-

tages where they entertained the resi-

dents with a display of beautiful and ar-

tistic belly dancing. 

Eddie is reported to have enjoyed the 

Belly Dancer on his lap because it would 

make Sheila jealous! 



7th: Rita Burger 

14h: Johan Pistorius 

17th: Liz Glenn 

17th: Piet van Wyngaard 

21st: Elise Bailie 

24th: Annatjie Oosthuizen 

29th: Trudie Venter 

 

 

DECEMBER: 

30th: Enslè Wright 

30th Cellie Farrell 

3rd: Sharon Mamba (Staff) 

16th: Maria Fundama (Staff) 

 

JANUARY: 

4th: Eddie Myburgh 

6th: Ramona Delport 

Best wishes to the following people who either celebrated their birthdays in 
December or are doing so in January. We wish you many more happy and 
healthy years in the future. 

 

                   

OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon to Fri: 08:00 to 13:00 

Electricity purchases: 

   09:00 to 11:00 

Please arrange to purchase electricity 

during these hours. 

HELP DESK: 

The help desk restarts from 

Thursday 12 January from 10:00 

to 11:00 to assist residents with 

their problems. 
 

Please advise Clive once 

your problem has been re-

solved. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  

RESIDENTS  COMINGS  AND  GOINGS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome Bettie Fourie who 
moved into the single quarters re-
cently and wish her a long and happy 
stay at the complex. 

 

 

We were sorry to have to say farewell to 

Johnny van Gent who has gone to live 

in the Lowveld with his daughter. 

Johnny will always be remembered in 

Witbank as a businessman and for his 

contribution to sport and having repre-

sented SA in the Olympic Games 



All resident’s are reminded that they MUST 
advise the matron if they are not going to be 
in the complex overnight. 

This is important for safety and security rea-
sons. 

Great timeless truths 
 In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, 
and two or more is a government.  
  John  Adams 

 If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspa-
per you are misinformed.     (how true is that!!!) 

   Mark  Twain 

I  contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing 
in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by the handle.  
    Winston Churchill 

The government is like a  baby's alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one 
end and no responsibility at the other. 
      Ronald Reagan 
  

Stop mosquitoes from ruining your evening! 

The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist 
leaves the skin. 
      Mark Twain 

The first step is to find a 2lt empty coke bottle and cut the top section off with a serrated knife. 

You then create a mixture which you will put into the bottle consisting of: 

 A 1/4 cup of brown sugar 

 1 full cup of warm water 

 1/4 teaspoon of yeast 

Mix it and place it in the bottle. Turn the top section of the bottle around and put it into the bot-

tom section. The mosquitoes will go into the bottle as they will be attracted to this irresistible 

mixture and won’t be able to get out. That’s it! This surprisingly simple trick is super easy to do. 

and will keep the mosquitoes away.  



At the Crater  meeting on Sunday 6 November 2016 
the Shellhole bade farewell to Moth Brian Engelbrecht 
who together with Angela is retiring and relocating to 
Knysna. 

 

Brian joined Jiggerflea Shellhole when he arrived in 
Witbank where he remained an active member until its 
membership dwindled to only four. At that stage he and 
the other three members joined Crater. 

 

He also spent a number of years on the committee of 
the cottages where his financial expertise was put to 
good use.  

 

Brian was also well known in Witbank and MOTH bowling circles. He was the presi-
dent of the Witbank Golf Bowling Club for eleven years as well as being a regular 
at the annual MOTH bowls tournament. 

 

All the Moths and friends wish Brian and Angela a long happy and healthy retire-
ment.  
 
PHOTO: Brian is seen receiving his MOTH transfer from OB Chris Sonnekus. 

 

MOTH News 
True comradeship * mutual help * sound memory   

CRATER BOWLS DAY: 
Crater Shellhole and VLU Bowls Day took place at the 
Witbank Golf Bowling Club on Saturday 21 January 
2017. 

Two teams from Crater played as well as one each from 
Ermelo and Ratel. An excellent lunch was served and 
there will be excellent prizes as well as a bingo lucky 
draw. 

Full report in the next edition. 

 

The three  
musketeers 

 

Our three Musketeers Crater Old Bill 
Chris Sonnekus, DOB Len Bowker and 
Crater/District Adj Dirk Volkschenk en-
joying the Crater year end braai. 



Armistice day parade 

The 2016 Armistice Parade in Witbank made history in 

that it was ‘live streamed’  by the Witbank News thus it 

was able to be watched live on Facebook by anybody. 

The organisers also included a number of new innova-

tions into the march and service. For the first time 

Friends of the MOTH joined the parade wearing their 

blazers with the new Crater emblem and the Moth, Cra-

ter, Gondar and Ratel Shellhole flags were parade. The 

parade ended on the cottages lawn in facing a display 

of poppies made by Friend of the Moth Karin Bowker. 

Poppy Day 

The ‘Poppy Day’ collection on 12 November was the 

most successful collection ever held in Witbank with 

the amount of R16 201.35 been collected. 

This year the Cottages managed to pip Crater to the 

post by collecting R7 377.66 compared to Crater’s 

R7078.70. 

Sincere thanks to all the MOTHS, friends of the 

MOTH, Residents, and spouces who helped collect 

and the backroom team who counted the ’bounty’ in 

record time.  



 

Residents are reminded that water restrictions are still in force de-
spite the recent rains. The Witbank Dam is currently 78% full but 
Wtbank still has to release water to Loskop Dam. 
 
Watering (with drinking water from municipal supply) of gardens, flower 
beds, sports fields, parks, lawns and other open spaces allowed only on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays for a maximum of one hour per 
premises either before 09:00 or after 16:00. (This includes watering with 
buckets or automated sprinkler systems.)  

 No watering will be permitted within 24 hours of rainfall that provides 
adequate saturation.  

 Ornamental water fountains/water features to be operated only by recycling the water.  

 Washing of vehicles (including recreational vehicles and watercraft) allowed only with hose-
pipes fitted with automatic self-closing devices, or with waterless products.  

 No washing or hosing down of hard-surfaced or paved areas with drinking water from a tap is 
allowed.  

 All taps, showerheads and other plumbing components encouraged to be replaced with water 
efficient parts/technologies  

 The New Life Church for the very generous Christmas 
gifts that they sent to all our residents; 

  Stanley White who once again entertained everyone 
until late into the night with his vast repertoire of music; 

 Charmain Snyman Cornelius for the wonderful 
“Blessings in a bottle”; 

 Sandy Aston Smith and her daughter Michaela from Di-
vas who presented the beautiful and artistic belly dancing; 

 Andrew James for his afternoon of song; 

 Rev Kedibone Mntambo and the musicians from the Witbank Methodist 
Church for the Christmas carol service; 

 Pastor Hennie van Rensburg and parishioners for their scripture readings and 
singing; 

 A group of Mexican Missionaries who spent an afternoon entertaining the resi-
dents; 

 Bettie, Sheila, Elize and Thea for all the additional catering during the festive 
season and all the other staff who contributed to maintaining the high stan-
dards of the complex; 

Thank you 

Water restrictions still in force 


