
My apologies for the delay in publishing this edition of the 
Chronicles I will endeavour to make sure that they are pub-
lished at least bimonthly, six per year. 

However, very often things seem very quiet and I have nothing 
to publish, you are all welcome to drop me a note or phone me 
with any information that you think maybe of interest to the 
other residents. 

This is your newsletter, use it. 
 

 

MORNING MARKET PLANNED FOR SEPTEMBER 

Cottages Chronicles 

Residents held a meeting in the lounge on Thursday 22 
June where it was agreed that a morning market will be 
held at the cottages premises on Saturday 9 September 
2017. 

It was agreed that the residents and the committee would 
target raising R20 000 in order to upgrade the dining room 
by tiling the floor and getting new dining room chairs. 

The residents will also assist in manning the stalls as well as in the acquisition of 
prizes and articles to sell. The ladies have also agreed to provide cakes for sale in 
the tea garden during the morning. 

Bettie will be controlling a list of what stalls there will be to ensure that there is no 
duplication of stalls or activities.  

It is hoped that the day will provide activities for the whole family it is our intention 
to advertise the function as widely as possible and encourage the general public to 
attend. A jumping castle will be provided to keep the children active. 
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Christmas comes but Twice a year 

Christmas in July on Saturday 15 July 

Editorial:   The Chronicles  



Forthcoming events: 
 

Please diarise the following 
events, all residents  are 
invited to participate.. 

Our sincere condolences to: 

Chris Els and his family on the untimely passing 
away of Miems on 30 May 2017 after having 
been severely ill for a number of weeks. 
 

Please keep Chris and the family in your prayers 
and may her soul rest in peace. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Elize Evans 
on the passing away of her brother Chris. Who 
passed away in Vryheid on 30 May 2017. 
 

Her son Sean was also injured in a serious 
motorbike accident in Johannesburg on Friday 2 
June 2017.  

 

Deepest sympathy to Enslè Wright whose brother 
Etienne passed away on Wednesday 21 June 
2017 in  

 

Please keep Enslè and her family in your prayers 
and may his soul rest in peace. 

 

Regular events: 
 

Tuesdays 14:00 Bingo 
 

Wednesday 07:00 Hairdresser 
 
 

Daily Tea: 
 

10:00 & 15:00  All residents 
are welcome to come for a 
cup of tea or coffee 
 
 

Wednesdays : 09:00 combi 
takes residents to Family Pick 
‘n Pay for shopping. 
 
Saturday 15 July: Christmas 
in July 17:30 in the Lounge. 

Church services: 
 

09:00 Every Sunday -  

 interdenominational service 
 

10:00 First Tuesday: Shalom 
 

14:30 Second Thursday:  Baptist 
 

14:30 Fourth Thursday: Methodist 

CONDOLENCES: 



APRIL: 

2nd Kotie Botes 

7th Tiena Scheepers 

10th Jannie Esterhuizen  

12th Piet Human 

14th Gerald Burger 

15th Ray Swart 

18th Marie van Aarde 

24th Lena Pretorius 

26th Eris Blake 

27th Kotie Uckerman 

28th Magda Steynberg 

10th Dion Slabbert 

 (Committee) 

16th Auphrey Mabaso           

 (Staff) 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY: 

5th: Rienie Uys 

12th Elise Strumpher 

14th Annatjie Potgieter 

26th Drien Mong 

28th: Bessie Pieterse 

MARCH: 

7th: Maureen Cummings 

22nd: Willie Steynberg 

30th: Maryna Esterhuizen 

12th: Clive Hatch (Committee) 

13th: Jabulani Makakula   

 (Staff) 

Best wishes to the following people who have celebrated their birthdays since 
the last edition of the Chronicles. We wish you many more happy and healthy 
years in the future. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW RESIDENTS 
     

  Mike & Tiena

  Sheepers 

  Cottage C 

May your stay with us be long and happy 

 

Wollie & Elda  

Badenhorst 

 in Flat 22 

   Hettie 

           van der Merwe   

    In Flat 32 

MAY: 

7th  Johann Steenkamp 

9th Renette Nel 

15th Mike Long 

16th Ben Botha 

 

JUNE: 

9th Renette Nel 

11th Joey Snyman 

18th  Chris Steynberg 

30th Neels van der Walt 

6th  Len Bowker  

 (Committee) 

25th  Sheila Bower (Staff) 



 

NURSES ROUNDS:  
 

All residents must please ensure that you personally sign to 

confirm that the nurse has been to see you daily. The commit-

tee has a responsibility to ensure that there is nothing seriously 

wrong with a resident. Hence seeing the nurse is a require-

ment not a voluntary option. 

Quotes from genuine medical records 
 

STAFF MATTERS 

We wish Hera Hutton a member of the do-
mestic staff a long, happy and healthy re-
tirement. 

Hera took early retirement at the end of 
April for health reasons after nine years of 
service. 

We would like to introduce the new kitchen engineer Ms 
Eduardo Mikoppie to all residents. 

 The baby was delivered, the cord clamped and cut, and handed to the pediatri-
cian, who breathed and cried immediately; 

 Patient lives at home with his mother, father, and pet turtle, who is presently 
enrolled in day care three times a week;  

 The patient had been depressed ever since she began seeing me in 1983; 

 The patient was in his usual state of good health until his airplane ran out of 
gas and crashed; 

 Patient had no past history of suicides; 

 While in the ER, she was examined, X-rated and sent home; 

 Patient experience sudden onset of severe shortness of breath with a picture 
of acute pulmonary edema at home while having sex which gradually deterio-
rated in the emergency room; 

 Patient experiences frequent nausea and vomiting, and should therefore be 
wearing a small diaper at night; 

 Patient refused an autopsy;  

 Discharge status: Alive but without permission  



Once again this year functions were held 
in the lounge for our residents  to be 
spoilt. 

It was the mothers turn on Sunday 14 May 
when they were treated to tea and cake 

Not to be outdone the  fathers were all in-
vited to the lounge for afternoon tea on 
Sunday 18 June 2017 where there was 
also champagne served. 

CAR PORTS 
The committee has taken note of the many 
complaints received about the condition of the 
carports. 

It is our intention to start a programme to up-
grade them as funds become available. 

Thank you 
Our sincere appreciat ion to Clinton Rademeyer who arranged for our 
dear old Venture to be serviced at Nevin Mathews.  

Mothers and fathers days enjoyed 

Maintenance Procedures  
 

Residents are reminded that requests for maintenance to be carried out on the premises 

must be submitted in writing using the maintenance book kept in the dining room.  
 

This is a pen carbon book with two copies. The problem should be entered in the book 

and signed stating the date and time of the submission. The first copy of the complaint is 

for the residents records. 
 

In the event of a complaint not being attended to within a reasonable time period the 

matter should be reported to Manager or the Resident’s Liaison Officer. 
 

This procedure may only be bypassed in cases of emergency. Failure to comply with this 

procedure will result in delays to maintenance being carried out because reported items 

take precedence to unreported matters. 
 

Complaints, suggestions etc must be submitted to the Liaison Officer in writing using 

the complaint/suggestion book that is also in the dining room. Matters of a confidential 

nature may be submitted confidentially to the Residents Liaison Officer in a sealed en-

velope. 



Know the new Committee:  

 
Following the passing of Neville Lynn the management committee of the cottages 

had to be reconstituted in terms of the MOTH constitution, the committee now con-

sists of the following: 

 

Moth Chris Sonnekus—Crater Shellhole 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 Moth Dion Slabbert—Ratel Shellhole 

     Vice Chairman 

 

 

 

 

Clive Hatch—Friend of the MOTH  

Secretary/Treasurer/Resident Liaison 

 

 

 

  Bettie Grovè 

     Cottages Manager 

       

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 

Moth Len Bowker  Moth Dirk Volschenk  Moth Mark Wadlow 

District Old Bill   Crater Shellhole   Ratel Shellhole 

 

 

 

 



Crater(1928) pay tribute to ww 1 & ww 2 veterans 
 
Crater Moth Shellhole held a short but impressive memorial ser-
vice at the military section of the Old Witbank Cemetery on Sun-
day 5 March 2017  in memory of those men who died during the 
Second World War and one soldier on the Angolan Border.  
 

The  service commenced with a parade of Crater Shellhole 
MOTHs and Friends of the MOTH led by the Piper Ken Faduk 
from the entrance of the cemetery to the military graves where the 

members joined the public in the seating provided. The gathering was welcomed by Crater Old 
Bill Chris Sonnekus followed by an address by District Old Bill Len Bowker and Clive Hatch 
  

A wreath laying service followed with various Moths laying wreathes on behalf of the order, the 
Royal Air Force and the Cane family who has a relative buried in this section. 
 

The service ended with those in attendance returning to MOTH Dugout at the Sound Memory 
Cottages for lunch. 

 

MOTH News 
True comradeship * mutual help * sound memory   

The MOTHS of the Crater Shellhole celebrated their 89
th
 birth-

day at their meeting on 5 February. 
 

Crater is one of the oldest shellholes in South Africa and was 

formed in 1928 shortly after the MOTH movement was formed 

in 1927. The MOTH organisation will be celebrating their 90
th
 

anniversary in May this year.  
 

At the meeting on 5 February the following long service ties 

were presented to the following MOTHS 5 years Archie Tay-

lor, Henry Du Plooy; 10 years Mike Long and Raymond Cane; 

15 years Dirk Volschenk (in absentia) and Len Bowker; 20 

years Redman Lennox. 

. 

After the meeting the cutting of the traditional birthday cake 

took place which was followed by a braai.  

 

CRATER (1928) MOTHS 89 YEARS OLD. 



MOTH ORDER TURNS 90 YEARS OLD 
The Memorable Order of Tin Hats or the MOTH as it is more popularly known is an 

ex-serviceman’s organisation founded in Durban, in May 1927 by a Charles Alfred 

Evenden better known as Moth 0. 
 

The three ideals of the MOTH are True Comradeship, Mutual Help and Sound 
Memory. To protect and advance the interests of war veterans and their kin by car-
rying out benevolent activities of an ex-service character. 
 

The MOTH emblem consists of the Tin Hat, hallowed by the Light of Service in the 
centre with  crossed rifles of sacrifice, surrounded by 12 stars that signify Mutual 
Help, the whole within an unending circle, expressing life and harmony without end. 

At the meeting of Crater Shellhole on Sunday 7 
May Crater Shellhole commemorated the 90th 
anniversary of the foundation of the Order. 

 

 

 

The official Coalfields District Dugout parade took 
place at Gondar Shellhole in Middelburg on Satur-
day 3 June with an impressive parade and wreath 
laying ceremony. 

The parade was led by the South African Police 
band and was attended by senior officers of SAPS 
and the local military camp. 

MOTHS from all district shellholes as well the Old 
Bill of the Order Moth Andy Boden and the Provincial 
Old Bill Moth Dave Berry were in attendance. 

MOTHS donate water tanks 
 

Thanks to the generous donations of the Crater and Ratel  

Shellholes the Sound Memory Cottages in Witbank were 

able to erect four additional Jojo tanks in the complex. 

 

This will be a major relief to the residents who have been 

battling with water problems as a result of the complete 

breakdown in the municipal infrastructure in Witbank. 


