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were downright crude.
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characters, Oom Schalk 
Lourens.A taxi driver was shot 

dead in an ongoing 
war between rival taxi  
organisations.
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Hanover Park, an area 
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violence, to view first-
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Well that’s January 
done and dusted. It 
seems that I no soon-

er get one magazine done and 
it’s time for the next edition.

This month I did an article on 
the Battle of Rorke’s Drift. It’s 
hard to believe that last month 
saw the 139th anniversary of 
that battle. Come to think of it, 
later this year will see the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War I. Some of the members of 
my Moth Shellhole not only re-
member the Battle of Rorke’s 
Drift, I think they actually 
fought in it.

You may, or may not, notice 
a small change in this months 
edition of the magazine. Up un-
til now every issue has started 
with an article dealing with 
facts, figures and trivia.

In the past we’ve looked 
at World War I and II, the US 
Civil War, the Vietnam War, the 
Korean War, D-Day, and some 
naval trivia.

The thing is I’ve run out of 
ideas for this series. So we’ve 
started a new monthly series 
called “Top Ten”. Every month 
we will look at the Top Ten of 
something to do with the mili-
tary.

This month we looking at ten 
wars that history completely 
forgot. Even I was unaware of 
some of these wars.

In Head-to-Head we compare 
some of the smallest armed 
forces in the world. Some of 
them are so small that I’m con-
vinced that the dart’s team at 
my local pub could take them 
on.

Last year I started a Patreon 
account, making it possible for 
people to become patrons of 
the magazine. So far we have, 
give or take a few dozen, ex-
actly zero patrons. It seems as 
if all the naysayers that told me 
it would never work may have 
been right.

Yet I am not disheartened. 
The magazine is still young and 
I’m sure people will eventual-
ly respond. I have faith in our 
readers.

Trust that it will be a good 
month and I hope to see you 
at the Border Boys Parade at 
Dawn Patrol Shellhole on Sun-
day 4 February.

Until next month.

Matt
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Top Ten

10 Strange Wars history 
completely forgot
Ten rather bizarre wars that history seems a bit fuzzy about.

Most of us are fairly 
well versed in the 
history of the major 

wars such as the two World 
Wars, Korea, Vietnam, and our 
own Border War.

Yet there are some wars that 
history hasn’t paid much at-
tention to. Wars that we either 
know nothing about, or our in-
formation is sketchy at best.

Let’s take a closer look at ten 
of those wars.

Canada vs Croatia
Do you remember that time 

when Canada, despite be-
ing outnumbered three to one, 
knocked the daylights out of 
the Croatian Army. No? Well 
that’s hardly surprising seeing 
as how the Canadian govern-
ment banned all reports of the 
incident.

It began in 1991 with the col-
lapse of Yugoslavia. A brutal 
ethnic war broke out between 
the new Croatian and Serbian 
governments.

Reports that the Croatians 
were massacring civilians 
forced the United Nations to 
intervene. In response they sent 
900 Canadian troops into the 
region to act as a peacekeeping 
force.

Normally the Canadians are a 
peacefully and friendly bunch. 

That is until you put them in an 
ice-hockey rink. Then you will 
see just how aggressive they 
can become.

If you really wanted to see 
an effective fighting force, take 
the Canadian’s guns away, give 
them an ice-hockey stick, and 
tell them the enemy has the 
puck.

The Croatians made the mis-
take of thinking that the Cana-
dians would be a push-over and 
attacked them with a force of 
2,500 soldiers. It was a costly 
error.

Not only did the Canadians 
manage to hold off the much 
larger force, they inflicted 87 
casualties on the Croatians, in-
cluding 27 dead, before the Cro-
ats retreated in disarray. And to 
top it all, the Canadians didn’t 
suffer a single casualty.

Now you would think that the 
Canadian government would be 
proud of their troops and hail 
their bravery. This was not the 
case.

Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien actually banned the 
Canadian media from reporting 
the incident for nine years.

Supposedly this was to avoid 
ruining his administration’s 
peace-loving image or upset-
ting Canada’s Croatian popu-
lation.  Although we think it 

might just be that Canada was 
too polite to boast about it.

Anglo-Zanzibar War
Most readers will know about 

the Six-Day War. This took 
place in 1967 when Israel took 
on seven countries and defeated 
them in only six days.

Let’s be honest, six days is a 
pretty short war. Yet how about 
a war that lasted a mere 38 min-
utes. This made it the shortest 
recorded war in history.

The year was 1896, back at 
a time when Britain still ruled 
the waves, and often waived the 
rules. 

Sultan Hamad bin Thuwaini 
ruled the island of Zanzibar, off 
the coast of present-day Tanza-
nia. The sultan was very pro-
British. When Thuwaini died 
on 25 August, 1896, he was 
succeeded by Sultan Khalid bin 
Barghash.

The British authorities were 
keen on Hamud bin Muhammed 
becoming the new sultan as he 
was also pro-British. And the 
British felt that they had a say 
in the matter of succession.

In accordance with a treaty 
signed in 1886, a condition for 
accession to the sultanate was 
that the candidate obtain the 
permission of the British con-
sul, and Khalid had not both-

ered obtaining said permission.
The British considered this 

a casus belli (Latin expression 
meaning “an act or event that 
provokes or is used to justify 
war”).

They sent an ultimatum to 
Khalid, demanding that he or-
der his forces to stand down 
and that he leave the palace. In 
response, Khalid called up his 
palace guard and barricaded 
himself inside the palace. Not a 
wise move on his part.

When the ultimatum expired 
at 09h00 on 27 August, the Brit-
ish already had three cruisers, 
two gunboats, 150 marines and 
sailors, and 900 local auxiliary 
troops in the harbour.

Facing them was the Zanzi-
bar royal yacht HMS Glasgow, 
two small vessels, and 2,800 of 
the Sultan’s troops. Most of the 
Sultan’s troops were recruited 
from the civilian population.

The defenders had several ar-
tillery pieces and machine guns 
that were set in front of the pal-
ace and aimed at the British 

ships.
At 09h02 the British opened 

fire. The palace was set on fire 
and the artillery was disabled. 
At the same time HMS Glasgow 
and the two small ships were 
sunk.

The pro-British Zanzibari 
troops stormed the palace, 
the flag at the palace was shot 
down, and at 09h40 the palace 
defenders surrendered. A mere 
38 minutes after the war had 
begun, it was over.

The sultan’s forces suffered 
roughly 500 casualties, while 
only one British sailor was 
lightly injured.

By this stage Sultan Khalid 
had already fled, seeking asy-
lum in the German consulate 
before fleeing to German East 
Africa.

The British quickly placed 
Sultan Hamud in power at the 
head of a puppet government. 
The war marked the end of the 
Zanzibar Sultanate as a sover-
eign state and the start of a pe-
riod of heavy British influence.

Van Zandt vs America
After the American Civil War 

ended in 1865 the people of 
America got together to form 
the United States. Well, nearly 
everyone.

The people of the small coun-
ty of Van Zandt in Texas were 
sick of both sides. So in 1867 
they decided to secede from the 
United States and form their 
own country. They even went 
as far as drawing up their own 
Declaration of Independence, 
based on the American Decla-
ration of Independence.

Not surprisingly the United 
States was not happy with this 
upstart country embarrassing 
them, and sent a cavalry unit to 
deal with them. Not to be out-
done, the Van Zandt gathered 
their own troops and declared 
war on America.

The US Cavalry rode in as-
sured of a quick victory. There 
were two factors that counted 
against them though.

First of all the Van Zandt 
were fighting on home ground 
that they knew like the back of 
their hand. Secondly the dense-
ly wooded conditions of Van 
Zandt County made cavalry 
useless.

The Americans were am-
bushed and defeated, forc-
ing them to pull back. Having 
achieved the ultimate underdog 
victory, the Van Zandt did the 
only sensible thing to do - they 
held a victory celebration and 
got blind drunk.

In fact they were  so drunk 
that the defeated American cav-
alry marched in and arrested 
them.

Watched over by only one 
guard, the prisoners soon es-

ALL OVER BEFORE TEA: The entrance to the Palace in Stone 
Town, Zanzibar. This was the scene for the shortest war ever.
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caped and the US Army never 
bothered chasing them. The 
country’s Declaration of Inde-
pendence was never officially 
repealed, meaning to this day 
Van Zandt is technically its own 
nation.

Russia vs Japan
When the Russian Army 

rolled into Berlin and forced the 
Nazis to surrender, you would 
have thought that they would 
have called it a day.

After all, they had lost over 
26 million people during the 
war. But Soviet leader Joseph 
Stalin was not prepared to sit 
back and take a breather. Uncle 
Joe sensed opportunity, and it 
was knocking very loudly.

After America dropped an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima 
on 6 August, 1945, it became 
clear that the war would not last 
much longer.

On 8 August, 1945, the USSR 
declared war on Japan and 
launched three separate inva-
sions on Japanese territory in 
China. This sudden attack took 
Japan by surprise and they were 
driven out of China in a matter 
of days.

Russia’s Allied partners, 
America and Britain, were 
probably just as surprised as the 
Japanese. Since the Yalta Con-
ference in February 1945 they 
had been pleading with Stalin 
to declare war on Japan. They 
felt that this would force Japan 
to surrender, but Stalin’s answer 
had been a resounding “het”.

Not done yet, the USSR then 
began to attack Japanese land in 
Korea. The fighting lasted three 
weeks and killed 12,000 Japa-
nese soldiers.

Eventually, on 2 September, 

1945, Japan surrendered, bring-
ing to an end World War II.

According to some historians, 
Stalin declared war on Japan to 
aid the Allies and bring the war 
to a quicker conclusion. Others 
think that Stalin was just out to 
grab as much land as possible 
before the war ended.

Netherlands vs Isles of Scilly
When you’re at war for over 

three hundred years and there 
hasn’t been a single casualty 
then either you’re not trying 
hard enough, or someone is 
not taking the war seriously 
enough.

It all started with the English 
Civil War. Oliver Cromwell and 
his army of royal-hating Parlia-
mentarians were on the verge of 
winning the war and driving the 
remaining Royalist forces of the 
king out of mainland England.

Pushed out of Cornwall, the 
Royalists settled on the Isles of 
Scilly. The Isles of Scilly are 
an archipelago off the Cornish 
coast, in southwest England.

In an act of solidarity with 
the Parliamentarians, the Neth-
erlands declared war on the 9.5 
square kilometre archipelago. 
The Dutch Navy arrived off the 
shores of Scilly and demanded 
money from the Royalist forc-
es.

Receiving no answer from the 
Royalists, the Dutch packed up 
and sailed home without firing 
a single shot. The Dutch quick-
ly forgot about the incident and 
that, as they say in the classics, 
should have been that.

There was, however, one 
small detail that was overlooked 
- the Dutch had never bothered 
signing a peace treaty. It wasn’t 
until 1986 that a historian from 

the Isles of Scilly pointed out 
that the area was still at war 
with the Dutch.

Rather than immediately in-
vade the islands the Dutch did 
the grown-up, albeit rather 
tongue-in-cheek, thing and sent 
an ambassador down to sign a 
peace treaty.

The ‘war’ lasted 335 years, 
making it one of the longest 
wars in history.

Switzerland vs Switzerland
The land of banks, choco-

late, and cuckoo clocks is well 
known for staying neutral. In 
fact the Swiss haven’t picked a 
fight with another country since 
1815. But that doesn’t mean 
that they won’t knock the stuff-
ing out of each other from time 
to time.

In the nineteenth century 
Switzerland was more a loosely 
connected collection of regions 
than a country. There was a 
move to unite the areas under 
a single, centralised, govern-
ment. Seven Catholic regions 
opposed the move. They dis-
tanced themselves from the rest 
of Switzerland and, ironically, 
bonded together to create their 
own nation under a centralised 
government.

The new country of Son-
derbund formed at the bottom 
of Switzerland in 1847. The 
largely Protestant Switzerland 
wasn’t amused with a new 
Catholic country on their door-
step and declared war on them.

Surprised that Switzerland of 
all places wanted a war, Son-
derbund was caught off guard 
and they appealed for help 
from Austria and France. The 
two countries agreed to help, 
but then spent so much time 

discussing the right way to aid 
Sonderbund that they ended up 
doing nothing.

With an army 20,000 men 
stronger that Sonderbund’s, 
the Swiss forces attacked at the 
beginning of November and 
forced a surrender before the 
month ended.

Mormons vs America
The last people you would 

expect to get all rowdy and pick 
a fight would be the Mormons. 
After all, they are well known 
for being extremely nice and 
polite. However, there was once 
a time when the Mormons were 
more than prepared to take on 
the US Army.

Having met opposition to 
their polygamous lifestyle in 
the United States, the Church of 
Latter Day Saints formed their 
own territory in what is now 

Utah. While setting up a gov-
ernment there, Mormon leader 
Brigham Young kicked out all 
the officials he thought were 
too corrupt or inept.

This, as it turned out, was not 
a good idea. The disgruntled 
former officials returned to the 
US and started spreading ru-
mours that Young wanted to at-
tack America. President James 
Bucannan took the threat seri-
ously enough to send a military 
force of 55,000 troops to deal 
with the perceived threat.

Yet despite their superior 
numbers, the US troops kept 
losing skirmishes to the local 
Mormon forces. After a series 
of small battles, one of the Mor-
mon militias attacked a train 
of civilian wagons. They were 
hoping that the US would be-
lieve that the area was populat-
ed by a tribe of bloodthirsty and 

dangerous Native Americans. 
126 innocent men, women and 
children died in the massacre.

At this point the war had be-
come an embarrassment, and 
both Bucannan and Young 
agreed it was best to stop the 
fighting and pretend it never 
happened.  Utah would contin-
ue to be under Mormon rule for 
40 years until it became a US 
state in 1896.

The Northern Crusades
Most of you are aware of the 

Crusades, the repeated attempts 
by the Catholic Church to cap-
ture Jerusalem. But there were 
other, less famous crusades 
you’ve probably never heard of.

One of these was the so-
called ‘Northern Crusade’, also 
known as the Wendish Crusade. 
The object of this 12th century 
expedition was to wipe out pa-

NA ZDOROVIE COMRADE: The war between Moldova and Transnistria was known as the 
‘Drunken War’ by the locals.
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ganism across Europe.
With the Kingdoms of Swe-

den and Denmark spearheading 
the campaign, these military 
forces were also backed up by 
the Teutonic Order and the Li-
vonian Brothers, which were 
Christian religious orders.

The crusading armies 
marched into Northern Germa-
ny in 1147. Crushing their pa-
gan opponents and either kill-
ing them or forcibly baptising 
them. By the end of the sum-
mer, the Christian forces had 
forced the largest pagan army, 
the Wends, to the edge of Eu-
rope.

The Wendish leader, Niklot, 
had little option but to agree to 
a mass baptism of his army as 
part of the terms of their surren-
der.

Moldova vs Transnistria
With the breakup of the So-

viet Union, about one third of 
the citizens of Moldova wanted 
to remain close allies with Rus-
sia and Ukraine. The other two-
thirds, however, preferred an 
allegiance with Romania and 
the West.

The Pro-Russian side at-
tempted to form their own 
country called Transnistria on 
the eastern edge of Moldo-
va. This resulted in Moldova 
and Transnistria going to war 
against each other in 1992.

Although the fighting only 
lasted just over four months, 
it was bloody. The Moldovans 
lost 324 men and the Trans-
nistrians over 900. The war 
came to an end when both sides 
agreed that Transnistria could 
effectively operate as their own 
country, but with no other na-
tions recognising them.

What makes this war unique 
is that the soldiers weren’t going 
to let a thing like civil war ruin 
their social lives. Every evening 
opposing troops would meet up 
in no-man’s land to have a few 
drinks together. Individual sol-
diers would sometimes form 
such close friendships with en-
emies that they would agree not 
to kill each other if they met on 
the battlefield.

This rather strange fight-by-
day, booze-by-night attitude led 
to the conflict being nicknamed 
‘The Drunken War’ by locals.

Second Congo War
As a continent, Africa has 

seen far too many wars and 
conflicts.

Probably the worst conflict 
the continent has seen was 
the Second Congo War. Also 
known as the Great War of Afri-
ca, it was the deadliest conflict 
worldwide since World War II.

As with many conflicts in 
Africa, the war was driven by 
the trade in conflict materials 

GREAT WAR OF AFRICA: The war involved nine countries, 20 
armed groups and led to more than five million deaths.

among other things.
The war began in August 

1998 and officially ended in 
July 2003 when the Transitional 
Government of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC)  
took power.

Although a peace agreement 
was signed in 2002, violence 
continued in many regions of 
the country.

Ultimately nine African 
countries (DRC, Angola, Chad, 
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Sudan, 
Uganda, Rwanda, and Burun-
di), along with about twenty 
armed groups became involved 
in the war. These armed groups 
included the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, Mai-Mai, Interahamwe, 
and Unita.

By 2008, the war and its af-
termath has caused 5.4 million 
deaths, mainly through disease 
and starvation. Another two 
million people were displaced 
from their homes or sought asy-
lum in neighbouring countries.

A Shared Destiny
By Dr Elina Komarova -Tagar

You lived by sky, you went to 
the heavens.

Not to the soil, but to heaven 
indeed...

A Reconnaissance Regi-
ment (Recce) gathering 
at a Memorable Order 

of Tin Hats Shellhole, Bergv-
liet, Cape Town, 8 November 
2017, had Dave Scales, a for-
mer Rhodesian Special Air Ser-
vices operative, who had also 
trained the South African Rec-
ces, share significant events in 
his biography. 

His father was a pilot in the 
Royal Air Force during the Sec-
ond World War and had taken 
part in the D-Day landings. His 
professional integrity and ex-
cellence throughout his long 
military career lived with Dave 
as a guiding force.

Having completed 28 years of 
military service, Dave thought 
fear and death were behind him. 
Two years ago Dave contracted 
cancer. Suddenly, his extreme 
suffering proved to be his most 
challenging encounter. Risking 
one’s life for one’s country and 
brothers in arms is one thing. A 
rendezvous with a terminal ill-
ness is an entirely different sort 
of battle. One which is truly 
fought as a solo mission.

Not Pro Patria but Voluntus 
Vivendi - the will to live.  

Being an SAS veteran, 
ways of combating this new 
foe needed to be discovered.  
And so they were. Meaningful 
prayer, the dedicated support 
of friends, together with good 

medicine determined the objec-
tive to overcome the cancer. 

Whilst each chemotherapy 
ordeal seemed in itself a morbid 
beckoning from death, for Dave 
each session was also marked 
by several toasts of Red Heart 
Rum, raised by his comrades to 
his health. It took place in the 
Shellhole and on this occasion 
he could thank his friends per-
sonally for their support. 

Dave miraculously recovered 
from cancer.

During the Angolan War, 
Dave Scales was actively en-
gaged in one of the most stra-
tegic and dramatic encounters 
with Russian Military. 

On 25 November, 1985 a 
Russian Antonov 12 aircraft 
flying at 2,300 m and piloted 
by Captain Sergay Lukyanov 
approached Menonge Airport, 
Angola. A Russian Surface to 
Air Missile-9, recently cap-
tured by South African Recces, 
hit the right wing and engines 
three and four caught fire. Af-
ter feathering the two engines 
which were on fire, the co-pilot 
Lt Alexey Nikitin made valiant 
attempts to land the stricken 
aircraft for 15 minutes. The air-
craft then began to circle down-
wards and the crew had a min-
ute to eject. All eight crew had 
parachutes but the four military 
advisors and 10 Angolan per-
sonnel aboard didn’t.  The crew 
chose not to bail out, but to re-
main with the doomed aircraft.

‘How can we live with our-
selves afterwards?’  Asks the 
twin-brother of the co-pilot 

Sergei Nikitin, himself a pilot. 
The AN-12 crashed 43 km from 
Menonge airdrome, killing all 
aboard. 

Their remains were transport-
ed from Menonge to Luanda 
by Major Pakhomov. From Lu-
anda, Cargo 200 (as such loads 
are known in Russia) was flown 
to Moscow by Major Kostur.

Officially Russia had no mili-
tary involvement in Angola. But 
it had. And this was the single 
biggest Russian loss since No-
vember 1975, when it all start-
ed. Relatives of the deceased 
were informed that their deaths 
were sustained on assignment.  

The Soviet authorities could 
not perform the burials unno-
ticed. Due to a large number of 
concerned relatives and friends, 
the Military had to confirm that 
the coffins indeed contained the 
remains of the victims of the 
South African attack. The crew 
were buried with full military 
honours in Djankoi, the Crimea, 
the military base from which the 
pilots hailed. All were awarded 
Orders of the Red Banner. 

A Mig-21 piloted by a Cuban 
pilot was dispatched to search 
for the missing AN-12 a few 
days after the tragic event. This 
aircraft was also shot down by 
SADF forces, but the pilot man-
aged to eject.

On 5 December 1985, two 
Mi-17 helicopters were assist-
ing the Cuban column which 
was sent to secure the AN-12’s 
crash sight and had been am-
bushed by SADF. One of the 
Mi-17s, piloted by Major Dmi-
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The Monument to the IL-86 Crews.

Russian Orthodox Church
in Johannesburg          .

The Monument to AN-12 Crew in Djankoi, Crimea.

try Kutonov, was shot down by 
the same Recce team. All three 
experienced pilots on board 
perished.              

Major Pakhomov and Major  
Kostur, who transported the 
AN -12 crew remains back to 
Russia, survived the conflict in 
Angola. In 1986 they were re-
trained to fly Ilyushin- 86.

On 5 April 1987, during a 
routine training exercise, their 
two aircraft collided in the air. 
Sixteen crew members were 
killed in this accident.

Thirty years later, in 2015, Lt 
Alexey Nikitin’s widow, Ele-
na, made a pilgrimage to the 
AN -12’s wreckage in Angola. 
Alexey’s brother Sergey Niki-
tin, declined the journey, pre-
ferring to leave that war where 
it happened, in the past.

Inspired by his father’s exam-
ple, Nikolai, son of Alexey and 
Elena Nikitin, volunteered to 
defend the citizens of Donbass, 
Ukraine. “I’m no worse than 
Dad,” he told his family before 
departing. On 17 November 
2014, he too was killed. They 
were a small reconnaissance 
team who had been wedged 
into a trap by a larger militia 

force. This selfless act ensured 
his comrades’ escape. He was 
33 years old. When Nikolay 
heard from his mother at the 
age of three that his father had 
perished, he woke up that night, 
asking: ‘’Papa, where is your 
parachute?’’

On 25 November 2017 I at-
tended the Boland Canopy, 
veteran paratroopers, for a spit 
braai. The Chairman, Andre Du 
Toit, invited me to tell the re-
markable story of Dave Scales’ 
dramatic encounters with the 
Russian pilots. We concluded 
the event with a toast to their 
bravery.

That week end the Priest of 
the  Russian Orthodox Church 
in Johannesburg, Father Daniel, 
conducted a memorial service 
for those Russian pilots and 
military advisors, who perished 
in flames on African soil.

A few years ago, I discovered 
that South African Paratroop-
ers, after their first jump, de-
cided to place themselves under 
the patronage of St. Michael. 
The latter is greatly revered in 
my home country, Russia. No-
vember 21st is celebrated as the 

Gathering of Archangel St Mi-
chael’s Heavenly Forces in the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 

At the recent Cape Canopy 
Year End Family Party in De-
cember, these intensely intimate 
stories were commemorated 
amongst the SA Veteran Para-
troopers together with mem-
bers of the Russian Club in 
Cape Town, which is chaired 
by Dr Michael Galukhin, him-
self a former Russian parabat. 
This was a moment of recogni-
tion and celebration of courage, 
professionalism and sacrifice of 
the Russian pilots who lost their 
lives on the African continent.

The South African Veterans, 
especially of the elite forces, 
remain resolved in their will-
ingness to reconcile with their 
former opponents in peace, ac-
ceptance and understanding. It 
is a privilege to witness and ex-
perience this.

This article was started in 
Cape Town, South Africa – 10 
November, 2017, and complet-
ed in Moscow, Russia – 25 De-
cember, 2017.

Antonov-12 and Mi-17 
Memory Book

• 15.04.1956-25.11.1985 
– Cpt Lukyanov Sergey 
Vasilievich

• 17.03.1954-25.11.1985 –
Cpt Zhurkin Vladimir Bor-
isovich

• 06.05.1956-25.11.1985 – S 
Lt Nikitin Alexei Nikolaev-
ich

• 14.05.1956-25.11.1985 – S 
Lt Osadchuk Victor Victoro-
vich

• 08.09.1962-25.11.1985 – 
WO Grishenkov Sergey 
Nikolaevich

• 05.04.1959-25.11.1985 –
WO Shibanov Vladimir An-
dreevich

• 07.06.1960-25.11.1985 – Lt 
Pshenyuk Vitaly Alexan-
drovich

• 19.03.1963-25.11.1985 –
Cadet, Mil.Translator Shol-
mov Sergey Nikolaevich

• 1950-25.11.1985 –Lt Col 
Martynov Aleksander Petro-
vich

• 23.03.1938-25.11.1985 – 
Col Candidatov Eugeny Efi-
movich.

• 29.10.1953-25.11.1985 – 
Lt Col Zhernosiek Mikhail 
Mikhailovich

• 07.01.1938-25.11.1985 – 
Lt Col Perevertov Anatoly 
Petrovich

• 25.03.1953-05.12.1985 – 
Mj Kutonov Dmitry Fedoro-
vich

• 06.05.1960-05.12.1985 - 
Capt Neverov Yuryi Vladi-
mirovich

• 24.03.1959-05.12.1985 – S 
Lt Degtar Alexander Vladi-
mirovich

Dr Elina Komarova-Tagar, a 
Medical Doctor from Moscow, 
Russia, has been living in Cape 
Town, South Africa for the past 
14 years. She has been involved 
for many years with peace and 
reconciliation gatherings be-
tween the Russian and South 
African forces involved in  mili-
tary operations during the An-
golan War. She understands 
the deep impact of war on the 
lives of soldiers and their fami-
lies. She also reveres the invis-
ible connections that appear to 
be present in all such profound 
moments where death lives as 
the opponent of life and seeks 
always to embrace the highest 
possible understanding for ev-
ery existential tragedy visible 
in times of conflict.



Future Wars
While there are more than enough conflicts currently underway, there is strong possi-
bility that more may break out in the near future. We look at a few possible scenarios.
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At 11h00 on 11 Novem-
ber, 1918, World War I 
officially came to an.

I think that it is safe to say 
that most of those that survived 
this bloody war that cost more 
than 18 million lives would 
have believed that they would 
never have to experience any-
thing like that again.

After all, hadn’t they just 
fought in, and survived, the 
‘War to end all wars’.

Yet slightly less than 21 years 
later they would be doing it all  
over again. This time in a war 
that would claim more than 50 
million lives.

Since World War II ended on 
2 September, 1945, there has 
never been a 24 hour period 
where there hasn’t been a con-
flict taking place somewhere in 
the world.

As I sit writing this article, 
there are currently 59 conflicts 
taking place around the world. 

Of these conflicts, 22 of them 
resulted in less than 100 deaths 
during 2017. Four of them, 
however, resulted in more than 
10,000 deaths during the past 
year.

Africa and Asia are the conti-
nents where most of these wars 
and conflicts are taking place. 
There are no fewer than 27 con-
flicts taking place in Africa at 
the moment. Asia is close be-
hind with 25 conflicts.

And from the global refugee 
crisis to the spread of terrorism, 
our collective failure to resolve 
conflict is giving birth to new 
threats and emergencies.

Let’s take a closer look at five 
possible conflicts of the future.

America vs Iran
Since 2003 there has been 

worldwide concern regarding 
Iran’s nuclear program. The 
country claims that their nuclear 
program is aimed at producing 
nuclear energy. Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei has 
repeatedly denied Iran is build-

ing a bomb. The International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
is not convinced. And neither is 
the United States.

When US President Barrack 
Obama signed the Iran Nuclear 
Deal in 2016, his hope was that 
it would delay the countries de-
velopment of nuclear weapons 
and reduce the friction between 
US and Iran.

Tensions rose once again 
when in March 2016, Iran test 
fired two Qadr ballistic mis-
siles during large-scale military 
exercises. In January 2017 the 
country launched a medium-
range ballistic missile during 
tests.

The US fear that these mis-
siles are intended as vehicles 
for nuclear weapons. The US 
also fears that the target of these 
missiles would be Israel.

If the Trump administration 
was convinced that Iran was on 
the verge of developing nuclear 
capabilities, it could launch a 
pre-emptive strike against the 
Middle East nation.

There is no doubt that Amer-
ica would win any pitched 
battles with ease. After all, the 
US military has three times 
the manpower, 30 times the ar-
moured power, and 28 times the 
fighter jets that Iran has.

Yet Iran’s countless hidden 
mountain bases would force the 
Americans into a long and cost-
ly guerilla war.

MILITARY MIGHT: A US invasion of Iran could lead to a long, 
costly guerilla war.

India vs Pakistan
India and Pakistan are fierce 

rivals on the cricket field. And 
deadly enemies on the battle-
field.

Although they have only been 
two separate countries since 
1947, they’ve already fought 
four wars against each other - in 
1947, 1965, 1971 and 1999.

All but one of these wars have 
been over the disputed region 
of Kashmir. Both India and 
Pakistan maintain that Kash-
mir belongs to them. And, just 
to make it more interesting, you 
can throw China into the mix.

India controls the Kashmir 
Valley, Jammu and Ladakh ar-
eas of Kashmir, while Paki-
stand controls Azad Kashmir 
and Gilgit–Baltistan. China ad-
ministers the Aksai Chin and 
Trans-Karakoram regions.

Any future wars between the 
two countries are likely to be 
even deadlier. Both countries 
are nuclear armed nations.

India has 110 nukes while 
Pakistan has 130. In a full nu-
clear confrontation both coun-
tries would be wiped off the 
map. Not only that, but the 

nuclear fallout would spread 
across Asia, leading to crop 
failures serious enough to cause 
a global famine. Billions would 
probably die.

Even if the two countries 
agreed not to use nukes, it could 
still turn into a horrific war.

Pakistan has a population 
of 201,995,540 and a military 
strength of 919,000 personnel. 

They have 951 aircraft, 2,924 
tanks, 2,825 Armoured Fight-
ing Vehicles (AFVs), 405 Self-
Propelled Artillery (SPA) piec-
es, 3,278 artillery pieces, and 
134 rocket launchers.

Their Navy has 10 frigates, 
eight submarines, 17 patrol 
craft, and three mine warfare 
vessels.

India’s military strength is 
even more impressive. They 
have a population of nearly 1,3 
billion people and 4,207.250 
military personnel.

They have 2,102 aircraft, 
4,426 tanks, 6,704 AFVs, 290 
SPA pieces, 7,414 towed ar-
tillery pieces, and 292 rocket 
launchers.

The Indian Navy is the sixth 
most powerful navy in the 
world. They have three aircraft 

carriers, 14 frigates, 11 destroy-
ers, 23 corvettes, 139 patrol 
craft, and six mine warfare ves-
sels. They also have 15 subma-
rines, including one ballistic 
missile submarine and one nu-
clear attack submarine.

India would probably win a 
conventional war between the 
two countries. Yet the cost in 
lives would be staggering to 
both sides.

Egypt vs Ethiopia
From the days of the Pha-

raohs to the present day, Egypt 
has always been heavily depen-
dent on the Nile River.

So it should come as no sur-
prise that they will be more than 
willing to go to war against a 
country that is trying to dam the 
river and cut off much of their 
water supply.

Lake Tana in Ethiopia is the 
source of the Blue Nile and is 
the largest lake in Ethiopia.

In 2011, Ethiopia began con-
struction on the Grand Ethio-
pian Renaissance Dam. When 
completed the 1.8 km long and 
150 metre tall dam will power 
most of the country and allow 
the Ethiopian people to take the 
lion’s share of the water. Great 
news for Ethiopia, not such 
great news for Egypt.

They feel that the dam would 
steal most of their primary wa-
ter supply. In fact, when the dam 
was first announced in 2010 the 
Egyptian government openly 
discussed bombing it.

And Ethiopia is not taking 
the threat lightly. They consid-
er an air strike on the dam so 
likely that they have surround-
ed it with anti-aircraft batter-
ies. Moreover, the Ethiopian 
military has been on high alert 
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and ready to retaliate since May 
2017. And the dam is only 60% 
completed.

The Egyptian military is far 
more powerful than that of 
Ethiopia. Egypt has more than 
1,3 million military personnel 
to Ethiopia’s 162,000.

Egypt has 14 times more air-
craft, five times more tanks, and 
17 times more AFVs. Ethiopia 
does not have a navy, while 
Egypt does - including two air-
craft carriers and five subma-
rines.

Yet a war between the two 
countries will be sure to suck 
other nations into the conflict.

America vs North Korea
Come on, you must have seen 

this one coming.
With North Korean dictator 

Kim Jong Un lobbying mis-
siles over Japan and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump threatening 
the ‘Rocket Man’ with hell and 
fury nuclear attacks, war be-
tween the two countries seems 
to be getting closer all the time.

In fact, according to North 
Korea, the two countries are al-
ready at war.

Trump is not in a position to 
launch a nuclear attack on his 
own, which is probably not a 
bad idea.

Kim Jong Un, unfortunately, 
does not have these checks and 
balances. 

“The entire mainland of the 
US is within the range of our 
nuclear weapons and the nucle-
ar button is always on the desk 
of my office” said North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un said during 
his 2018 New Year’s address.

While North Korea does have 
nuclear capabilities (they car-
ried out their last nuclear test 

on 3 September, 2017), are they 
in a position where they could 
launch a ballistic missile?

Their Hwasong-15 missile 
does have a range of 13,000 
km, making South Korea, Ja-
pan, and even the mainland of 
America within range.

It is also estimated that they 
have between 13 and 60 ballis-
tic missiles.

Yet do they have the ability 
to fit a nuclear warhead to any 
of these missiles? North Korea 
claims that it can mount minia-
turised nuclear warheads on its 
missiles, but these claims have 
not been independently veri-
fied.

In a conventional war the 
combined forces of the United 
States, South Korea and Japan 
should have no trouble defeat-
ing North Korea.

Yet if the US start the con-
flict, it will most likely bring 
China into it - and it would be 
1950 all over again. This time, 
however, all sides would have 
nuclear weapons. And someone 
like Kim Jong Un would have 

no problem with using them.

South China Sea War
The South China Sea is home 

to 10% of the world’s fisher-
ies and also has enough oil to 
fill 11 billion barrels. It is one 
of the most valuable areas in 
the world - and China wants as 
much of it as possible.

The United Nations forbids 
any country from extracting re-
sources more than 200 nautical 
miles (370 km) from their land.

China has found a cunning, 
yet controversial, way around 
this. Since 2014 they have been 
building artificial islands off the 
bottom of its coast.

These man-made land masses 
extend China’s territory, bring-
ing more oil and fish within 
their control. 

They create an artificial is-
land 190 nautical miles from 
their coast. This island, they 
say, is now part of China and 
they can extract resources up 
to 200 nautical miles from it. In 
reality, they have now extended 
their territorial waters 390 nau-

NUCLEAR THREAT: A North Korean Hwasong-15 missile is 
ready to be launched.

tical miles.
And China is making sure 

that these islands are well de-
fended, with jets, bombers and 
soldiers to protect them.

This expansion policy is in 
direct conflict with other coun-
tries and could allow China to 
lay claim on their resources.

And if a United States ally, 
such as the Philippines, react 
military to China’s expansion, 
the US may be compelled to 
help them.

This could easily escalate into 
a conflict between the two big-
gest and most powerful navies 
in the world.

Other conflicts to watch
There are a number of other 

ongoing conflicts that could es-
calate.

SOUTH CHINA SEA FLEET: China has the second most powerful navy in the world. They are 
second only to the United States Navy.

With Syria on the one side, 
Iraq on the other, and Islamic 
State in between, this region 
is a recipe for disaster. You 
also need to take into account 
Russia, Turkey and the United 
States on the side lines.

Turkey is another country 
with the potential for an in-
crease in conflict. In addition 
to worsening spillover from the 
wars in Syria and Iraq, Turkey 
also faces a spiraling internal 
conflict with the PKK.

The war in Yemen has creat-
ed another humanitarian catas-
trophe, wrecking a country that 
was already the poorest in the 
Arab world.

The Democratic Republic of 
the Congo is a powder keg with 
a very short fuse. The situation 
is often tense, and very confus-

ing, with the potential for vio-
lent conflict ever present.

Grievances with the central 
government and cycles of eth-
nic violence fuel fighting that 
has internally displaced 1.8 mil-
lion people and forced around 
1.2 million to flee the coun-
try. South Sudan, the youngest 
country in the world, seems no 
closer to ending the multiple 
conflicts that have bedeviled 
the country.

Will conflict escalate in any 
of these countries? Will a war 
break out in any of the situa-
tions previously discussed in 
this article? Only time will tell. 
But let’s hope that none of these 
scenarios does come true.

We have enough conflict at 
present. We don’t really need 
more.
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Rank Structure - SADF
Over the next few months we will be running a series of articles looking at the rank structure of 
various armed forces. This month we begin with the South African Defence Force.

Up until 1979 the South 
African Defence Force 
(SADF) was divided 

into three branches - Army, 
Navy and Air Force.

Then, in 1979, a forth branch, 
the South African Medical Ser-
vices, was formed. Up until 
then they had been part of the 
South African Army.

The lowest rank would be 

that of an ordinary troops. Their 
title was dependent on which 
corps they served in. For ex-
ample an infantry troop would 
be called a rifleman. A troop in 
the armoured corps would be 
called trooper, while a troop in 
the artillery would be a gunner. 
A member of the intelligence 
corps would be referred to as a 
scout while a signalman would 

be a member of the Corps of 
Signals. Other corps would re-
fer to a troop as a private. In 
the South African Navy a troop 
would be go by the title of sea-
man.

The rank structure fell into 
Non-Commissioned Officers 
(NCOs), Warrant Officers, and 
Commissioned Officers.

SA Army SA Air Force SA Medical Services SA Navy

Non-Commissioned Officers (NCO)

Lance Corporal
* Corporal

Lance Corporal
* Corporal

Lance Corporal
* Corporal

Able Seaman
* AB

In the Artillery Corps a lance corporal or corporal were known as Bombadier (* Bombs).

Corporal Corporal Corporal Leading Seaman
* Killick

Sergeant Sergeant Sergeant Petty Officer
* PO

(pronounced Pee Oh)

Staff Sergeant
* Staff

Flight Sergeant
* Flight

Staff Sergeant
* Staff

Chief Petty Officer
* Chief

Warrant Officers

Warrant Officer 
2nd class - WO2
* Sergeant Major

Warrant Officer 
2nd class - WO2
* Sergeant Major

Warrant Officer 
2nd class - WO2
* Sergeant Major

Warrant Officer 
2nd class - WO2

* Warrant

Warrant Officer 
1st class - WO1
* Sergeant Major

Warrant Officer 
1st class - WO1
* Sergeant Major

Warrant Officer 
1st class - WO1
* Sergeant Major

Warrant Officer 
1st class - WO1

* Warrant
The senior warrant officer at a unit would often be the Regimental Sergeant Major or RSM. In the 

navy he/she would be referred to as the Master at Arms.
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Commissioned Officers

Candidate Officer
* CO

Candidate Officer
* CO

Candidate Officer
* CO

Midshipman

A Candidate Officer was someone that was undergoing an officer’s course or had completed an of-
ficers course and was waiting to be commissioned as an officer. The rank held no authority as such.

2nd Lieutenant
* Lieutenant

2nd Lieutenant
* Lieutenant

2nd Lieutenant
* Lieutenant

Ensign

Lieutenant Lieutenant 2nd Lieutenant Sub Lieutenant
* Lieutenant

Captain Captain Captain Lieutenant

Major Major Major Lt Commander
* Commander

Commandant Commandant Commandant Commander

Colonel Colonel Colonel Captain

Brigadier Brigadier Brigadier Commodore

Major General
* General

Major General
* General

Major General
* General

Rear Admiral
* Admiral

Lt General
* General

Lt General
* General

Lt General
* General

Vice Admiral
* Admiral

General
* General

General
* General

General
* General

Admiral
* Admiral

• The ranks of Lieutenant General and Vice Admiral were reserved for the Chief of the Army, 
Chief of the Air Force, Surgeon General, and Chief of the Navy.

• The rank of General or Admiral was reserved for the Chief of the South African Defence Force.
• In the new South African National Defence Force, the ranks of Commandant, Brigadier and 

Commodore have fallen away. A commandant in the army, air force and South African Medical 
Health Services became a Lieutenant Colonel, while the navy retained the rank of commander. 
The rank of brigadier was replaced by that of Brigadier General and commodore was replaced 
by Rear Admiral (Junior Grade).

• The highest ranks that a national serviceman could obtain was that as corporal as an NCO, or 2nd 
Lieutenant as an officer. If, however, a person had a degree, such as a doctor, lawyer, etc, they 
could obtain the rank of lieutenant.
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SA Vets parade Down Under
Every year the Australians pay tribute to the Reserve Forces with parades held around the coun-
try. And the South African Military Veteran’s Organisation Australia is there alongside them. By 
TONY MACQUET

The Australian Reserve 
Forces Day Council 
(RFDC) recognises the 

value of part time service to the 
Nation. In Australia approxi-
mately 1.25 million men and 
women have served part time in 
the forces since 1948. 

Sir Winston Churchill used 
the term “Twice the Citizen” 
to describe those who served 
in the national interest as mem-
bers of the volunteer defence 
forces, doing so concurrently 
with their civilian occupation 
or studies. 

The day was also used to 
thank employers and partners 
for their essential support. An-
other objective was to raise the 
profile of the current Reserve 
Forces within Australia thereby 
assisting with recruiting and 
support.

The Inaugural Parades 
were held in 1998 in 12 cities 
throughout Australia. The pa-
rades included 18,000 past and 
4,000 present members of the 
Reserve Forces, together with 
unit equipment, and celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the re 
raising of the CMF/Army Re-
serve and recognised part time 
service with the RAN, Army 
and RAAF. Many members in 
their 80s from the pre WWII 
Militia marched as well.  

The strong relationship be-
tween SAMVOA (South Af-
rican Military Veteran’s Or-
ganisation Australia) and the 
RFDC started in New South 
Wales in November 2010, when 

our National Master-at-Arms at 
the time, Veteran Dave Curry 
attended a Remembrance Day 
Service and met up with Lt. 
Col. John Moore OAM RFD 
ED. John was then the Nation-
al Executive Officer and NSW 
Deputy Chairman of the RFDC 
and Dave put him into contact 
with me. 

Our leadership felt strong-
ly that this was very much in 
SAMVOA’s interests and Au-
brey Sonnenberg was able to 
attend some celebrations they 
had, but, regrettably, was un-
able to put a squad together for 
the NSW annual parade in July 
2011, nor since.

Around the same time, the 
RFDC asked if we could at-
tend and monitor their meeting 
with their counterparts in South 
Australia, who turned out to be 
a rather difficult group to deal 
with. Sounds familiar! 

Veteran Eric Pay, our Region-
al Chairman for South Australia 
at the time, attended and took 
excellent notes, but the RFDC 
was not able to get off the 
ground with them at the time.  

The Victorian leadership un-
der Veteran Mike Black saw the 
significance of this celebration, 
as it is a celebration about “us”, 
the Reservist. The RFDC was 
founded solely to recognise 
the role of the part time forces 
or reservists, veterans like the 
bulk of our South African ex-
servicemen and women. This is 
why members only wear their 
own medals and not those of 
their ancestors or their Ceremo-
nial medals.

In April 2011 we were invit-
ed to attend the RFDC Victoria 
preparation meeting, when we 
met Brigadier Neale Bavington 
RFD ED for the first time. 

We understood that a number 

of other nations had been in-
vited, but to date, some seven 
years later, SAMVOA is the 
only organisation to have front-
ed up in Victoria.

And we certainly have “front-
ed up” and, as is our objective, 
as perfectly dressed veterans to 
our Dress Code 1A. This stood 
out remarkably in the first pa-
rade and at subsequent parades 
and we have always been well 
complimented on this. 

What we have achieved from 
this relationship includes us 
making very good friends with 
a number of Australian Corps 
and Regiments, we have en-
joyed a close relationship with 
Brigadier Neale Bavington and 
he was our Guest of Honour 
in 2011 at our Annual Formal 
Mess and he has attended all of 
them since then. 

We have also stood out as 
quality veterans and we be-
lieve that we have contributed 
to bringing up the quality of the 
parade.

We have our Victoria Region 
and its leadership under Vet-
erans Karl Brown and Mike 
Weber to thank for their ongo-
ing support of this exceptional 
event. 

Although small in numbers, 
we have a hard-core of veter-
ans who parade with distinction 
and, strangely, no other nation 
has been able to put a marching 
group together. We really need 
to thank these members for rec-
ognising the significance of this 
day, which honours us, the Re-
servists.

Each year we lay a SAM-
VOA wreath to recognise South 
Africans who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. KEEPING THE FLAG FLYING: SAMVOA coming on parade.

SMART TURN OUT: The RFDC parade as a whole.

The fly past.

PAYING TRIBUTE: SAMVOA laying a wreath on behalf of all 
South Africans.
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Sea Cadets awarded bursaries
TS Woltemade Sea Cadets to study at Lawhill Maritime Centre of Simon’s Town School. By LT 
CDR GLENN VON ZEIL, SA NAVAL RESERVES

Two TS Woltemade Sea 
Cadets AB Nikita Ad-
ams, and New Entry Bu-

ren van Wyk, were awarded bur-
saries by the S.A.T.S. General 
Botha Old Boys Association to 
further their maritime studies at 
Lawhill Maritime Centre in Si-
mon’s Town from 2018.  Both 
bursaries will include boarding 
fees so that the scholars can fo-
cus on their studies.

TS Woltemade, a Training 
Ship, attracts youth from 13 to 
18 with an interest in nautical, 
maritime and naval matters.  It 
is one of many Units located 
around the country in coastal 
and Gauteng region staffed by 
volunteer adult Instructors.

Capt Tony Nicholas, Chair-
man of the S.A.T.S. General 
Botha Old Boys Association, in-
dicated that their Bursary Fund 
intended to establish a long 
term relationship with the Sea 
Cadet Corp to provide suitable 
maritime scholars and thereby 
keep their organisation rele-
vant.  This kind gesture would 
provide much needed funding 
for those who had the aptitude 
however were short of funding.  
The Maritime economy would 
ultimately benefit from a core 
of enthusiastic, well trained and 
specialised job seekers.

S.A.T.S. General Botha
In 1920 the British Cruiser 

HMS Thames was purchased 
by Captain TBF Davis, a Mas-
ter Mariner, entrepreneur, 
yachtsman and philanthropist 

as a training platform for the 
Cape Town Naval Cadet Corps.

A crew was assembled under 
command of Capt FB Renouf 
and consisted of a Sea Cadet 
Officer, 20 Cadets and other 
skilled men.  The ship was re-
named the TS General Botha 
and sailed from England on 8 
February 1921 arriving in Cape 
Town on 26 March 1921 after 
an eventful journey and much 
adventure.

It was soon realised that a part 
time Cadet organisation would 
be unable to finance and main-
tain the ship and after negotia-
tion the ship was handed over to 
the South African Government.  
It continued to be used for the 
full time training of young men 
for careers at sea and for the 
next 20 years was moored in Si-
mon’s Bay.  During this period 
1276 Cadets were trained with 
an excellent reputation.

Due to the possibility of Ger-
man submarine attack during 
World War 2 and the risk this 
imposed on the Cadets were re-
housed ashore on Red Hill.  The 
ship was commandeered by the 
navy and moored in the harbour 
for accommodation and as a de-
tention quarters.

The names of 83 former Ca-
dets appear on the General Bo-
tha Roll of Honour for World 
War 2.  These included various 
arms of the service and mer-
chant navy:
• Merchant Service
• Royal Airforce
• Royal Navy

• Seaward Defence Force / 
SA Naval Forces

• SA Army

Many former Cadets were 
decorated during World War 2, 
the best known was Squadron-
Leaders JD Nettelton who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross and 
was later killed in action.

The S.A.T.S. General Botha 
was sunk in False Bay on 13 
May 1947.  The Cadets contin-
ued to be trained in Gordons Bay 
at what has now become Naval 
College where all SA Navy Of-
ficers receive their training.  
Later the General Botha was re-
located to Granger Bay where 
a custom facility was built.  In 
1987 the General Botha ceased 
to exist as the training was tak-
en over by the Cape Technikon.  
The +3000 Cadets trained are 
always spoken of with respect 
as they all uphold their motto 
“Honour and Duty”.

Traditionally the TS 
Woltemade Sea Cadets provide 
a Guard of Honour at the annual 
General Botha War Memorial  
Service in central Cape Town.  
The association between the 
Sea Cadets and General Botha 
Old Boys Association is also 
reflected by the navy blue and 
dark green colours of the Sea 
Cadet Ensign and the insignia 
(eg. ties, cravats, etc) which are 
used by the Old Boys.

It is therefore significant that 
the General Botha Old Boys 
Association wishes to continue 
the tradition of supporting Sea 

Cadets in furthering their mari-
time training.

Lawhill Maritime Centre
The Lawhill Maritime Centre 

is associated with the Simons 
Town High School and offers a 
maritime studies program.  This 
industry focused course pro-
vides the school leavers with 
finding employment in the mar-
itime environment.

Founded in 1995 as a pilot 
program more than 3000 young 
southern Africans have suc-
cessfully completed their stud-
ies and have gone into various 
aspects of the maritime and re-
lated industries.

The Centre receives no state 
funding and its students the ma-
jority who come from financial-
ly stressed homes, are depen-
dant on bursaries provided by 

the maritime industry to cover 
their Grade 10 to 12 studies.

The following two quotes 
sum up the excellent work at 
the Centre.

“The Lawhill programme has 
shown that we can find and nur-
ture maritime talent amongst 
those who have no idea such an 
industry exists, let alone know-
ing about exciting careers it of-
fers.”  Brian Ingpen,  Lawhill 
Maritime Centre

“Many schools do a good job 
of educating the youth, but few 
schools prepare young students 
for a career.  A school such as 
Lawhill Maritime Centre at Si-
mons Town School is exactly 
what South Africa needs con-
sidering the country’s high lev-
els of unemployment.”  Sean 
Day, South African born Chair-
man of the Teekay Corporation 

(and an ex cadet of the General 
Botha).

The Recipients
AB Nikita Adams resides 

in Capricorn and has attended 
Steenberg High School where 
maths and science are includ-
ed in her curriculum.  She ex-
plained that she was “excit-
ed and proud to be selected” 
by both General Botha and 
Lawhill.  She aspires to be a 
maritime judge and this is the 
start of her journey towards this 
goal.  When not assisting her 4 
siblings she plays the trumpet 
and listens to instrumental mu-
sic.

New Entry Buron van Wyk 
resides in Atlantis and attends 
Atlantis Secondary school.  
Maths and science were sub-
jects he chose with a view to 
a future career.  He spends his 
free time working on engines, 
playing rugby, cricket and golf 
as well as assisting the aged in 
the community.  Buron‘s dream 
is to be a professional engineer 
focussing on mechanical engi-
neering at sea or in the air. 

Officer Commanding TS 
Wotemade, Lt Cdr Paul Jacobs, 
expressed his delight at the op-
portunity afforded the Sea Ca-
dets knowing that they would 
both make good use of the op-
portunities provided.

May these two Sea Cadets 
dreams become a reality as 
they are inspired by the teach-
ing staff and scholars at Lawhill 
Maritime Centre.  May they 
also provide a platform for oth-
er youth to follow their mari-
time dreams.

Should you wish to assist any 
of the following please contact:

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Capt (SAN) Judy Rustin-Patrick (Of-
ficer Commanding SAS Simonsberg), Capt D. Henwood (Vice 
Chairman General Botha Old Boys Association), Mr H. James 
(Secretary General Botha Old Boys Association and Chairman 
Cape Town Sailors Home), AB Nikita Adams (TS Woltemade), 
New Entry Buron van Wyn (TS Woltemade), Capt Tony Nich-
olas (Chairman General Botha Old Boys Association), Lt Cdr 
Paul Jacobs (Officer Commanding TS Woltemade), at the TS 
Woltemade 2017 annual Prize giving parade.
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SATS General Botha
Association

Captain Tony Nicholas,
Chairman

www.generalbotha.co.za
cptchairman@generalbotha.co.za

Lawhill Maritime Centre
www.lawhill.org
info@lawhill.org

South African Sea Cadets
Capt (SSC) Ian Loubser
sosc@seacadets.org.za

An interesting note
Captain Iain Peddle, a Master 

Mariner,was trained at the Gen-
eral Both and is retired from 

sea.  He serves on the staff of 
the Lawhill Maritime Centre 
where he teaches aspects of sea-
manship and cargo stowage. On 
a Saturday he gives instruction 
to the TS Woltemade Cadets 
on navigation and other related 
seamanship subjects.

SLt (SCC) David Walker 
has a PhD in Marine Biology, 
lectures Marine Science at the 
Cape Peninsular University 
of Technology (CPUT) and 
is the sailing instructor at TS 
Woltemade.  SLt (SCC) Walker 
is also qualified as an officer in 
the Royal Naval Reserve and 
has previously instructed Brit-
ish Sea Cadets.

Both staff will be keep-
ing a keen eye on the two TS 
Woltemade Sea Cadets and will 
ensure that the necessary sup-
port is provided to ensure their 
success.

Also of interest
Anyone that has been to Gor-

don’s Bay will have noticed the 
must have noticed the large sign 
on the side of the mountain.

It is a white anchor with the 
initials GB under it. Most peo-
ple think that the GB stands for 
‘Gordon’s Bay’. It does not.

The GB actually stands for 
‘General Botha’.

Quiz

SADF Shoulder Flashes
This month we’re looking at shoulder flashes of the old South African Defence Force (SADF). 

These were worn on the shoulder of the step-out jacket. Later they brought out a ‘Tuperware’ 
version of the flashes that were worn with browns.

How many of these do you remember? Answers on page 65.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

South African Legion of Military Veterans
This month we look at the South African Legion of Military Veterans, the oldest veter-
ans organisation in South Africa.

The South African Legion 
is the oldest military 
veterans organisation 

in South Africa. It is referred 
to simply as the SA Legion or 
even ‘The Legion’ and is one of 
the largest independent military 
veterans charities in South Af-
rica.

As the oldest military veter-
ans organisation in South Af-
rica and one of the founding 
organisations of the interna-
tional Royal Commonwealth 
Ex-Services League (RCEL), 
the South African Legion was 
formed at the 1921 Empire Con-
ference (28 February to March 
4) in Cape Town, South Africa 
as the British Empire Services 
League (BESL, South Africa) 
by joining the Returned Sol-
diers and Sailors Association 
and the Comrades of the Great 

War, after which the Comrades 
Marathon is also named. On 8 
April 1941, it was decided to 
call the organisation the South 
African Legion of the BESL as 
national feelings were increas-
ing and members wanted to 
emphasise their South African-
ness.

The South African Legion 
is a non-profit organisation 
that strives to be the leaders in 
maintaining the memory of the 
fallen, promoting unity of com-
radeship and safeguarding the 
wellbeing of all military veter-
ans.

Once restricted to those who 
had seen military service, mem-
bership of the Legion is now 
open to all those who have its 
ideals at heart.

Their motto is “Not for our-
selves, but for others.”

You can e-mail the SA Le-
gion at:
nationalsecretary@salegion.org

Visit their website at
www.salegion.org.za

http://salegion.wixsite.com/salegion
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Thank you for flying
Air America

Air transport company Air America flew to some strange destinations, often carrying 
even stranger cargo. They would often go where others airlines could not, or would not 
go.

America has a lot of air-
lines. There is Ameri-
can Airlines, Delta Air-

lines, Frontier Airlines, JetBlue 
and United Airlines to name a 
few.

Yet there was one airline that 
not many people knew about, 
and it has a rich history.

Air America was not your 
run-of-the-mill airline. In fact 
it was a covert operation run by 
the CIA (Central Intelligence 
Agency) from 1950 to 1976.

It operated as a civilian pas-
senger and cargo airline, but 
was essentially used by the US 
government to covertly con-
duct military operations in ar-

corporation named CAT, Inc. 
CAT purchased 40% of the 
assets of Civil Air Transport 
(CAT), an airline that had been 
started in China in 1946 by Gen 
Claire Lee Chennault (of Flying 
Tigers fame) and Whiting Wil-
lauer. Sixty percent of the com-
pany remained with Chinese 
investors. CAT Inc. also formed 
Asiatic Aeronautical Company 
Ltd, a Republic of China com-
pany.

In 1957 Airdale changed its 
name to Pacific Corporation. 
and CAT, Inc. changed its name 
to Air America, Inc. in 1959 af-
ter settling objections from Air 
France. 

eas the US armed forces could 
not go due to treaty restraints 
contained in the 1954 and 1962 
Geneva Accords.

Formation
It was at the direction of the 

National Security Council that, 
in August 1950, the CIA formed 
Airdale, a corporation based in 
Delaware

Airdale formed a subsidiary 

Air America’s slogan was 
“Anything, Anywhere, Any-
time, Professionally”.

Air America aircraft, includ-
ing the Curtiss C-46 Com-
mando, Pilatus PC-6 Porter, 
de Havilland Canada DHC-4 
Caribou, C-130, and Fairchild 
C-123 Provider, along with 
UH34D, Bell 204B, 205, and 
CH47C helicopters, flew many 
types of cargo to countries such 

as the Republic of Vietnam, the 
Kingdom of Laos, and Cambo-
dia. It operated from bases in 
those countries and also from 
bases in Thailand and as far 
afield as Taiwan and Japan. It 
also on occasion flew top-secret 
missions into Burma and the 
People’s Republic of China.

Vietnam
It was during the Vietnam 

War that Air Ameri-
ca really came to 
the fore.

From 1962 to 1975, Air 
America inserted and extracted 
US personnel, provided logis-
tical support to the Royal Lao 
Army, the Hmong Army, and 
Thai volunteer force.

Transporting refugees and 
flying photo reconnaissance 
missions were all in a day’s 
work.

Their civilian-marked aircraft 
would fly search and rescue 

missions for US pilots downed 
throughout Southeast Asia. Air 
America pilots were the only 
known private US corporate 
employees to operate non-Fed-
eral Aviation Administration-
certified military aircraft in a 
combat role.

By the mid-70s, Air America 
was operating two dozen twin-
engine transport aircraft, anoth-
er two dozen STOL (short take 
off and landing) aircraft, and 30 
helicopters in Burma, Cambo-
dia, Thailand, and Laos.

There were more than 300 pi-
lots, copilots, flight mechanics, 
and airfreight specialists based 
in Laos, Vietnam, and Thai-
land. During 1970, Air America 
delivered 21,000 metric tons of 
food in Laos. Helicopter flight 
time reached more than 4,000 
hours a month in the same year.

While their slogan was “Any-
thing, Anywhere, Anytime, 
Professionally”, they could also 
have added “Anyone” to that 
list. They flew civilians, diplo-
mats, spies, refugees, comman-
dos, sabotage teams, doctors, 
war casualties, drug enforce-

REFUELLING: A Dornier DO-28 belonging to Air America is re-
fueled with buckets at a mountain airstrip in Norther Laos, 1963.

ment officers, and even visit-
ing VIPs like Richard Nixon all 
over Southeast Asia.

Bizarre Passengers
Part of the CIA’s support op-

erations in Laos, for instance, 
involved logistical support for 
local tribes fighting the North 
Vietnamese forces and the 
Pathet Lao, their local oppo-
nents. 

Thousands of tons of food had 
to be flown in, including live 
chickens, pigs, water buffalo, 
and cattle. On top of the food 
drops (known as “rice drops”) 
came the logistical demands for 
the war itself, and Air America 
pilots flew thousands of flights 
transporting and air-dropping 
ammunition and weapons (re-
ferred to as “hard rice” to 
friendly forces.

When the North Vietnamese 
Army overran South Vietnam 
in 1975, Air America helicop-
ters participated in Operation 
Frequent Wind evacuating both 
US civilians and South Viet-
namese people associated with 
the Saigon regime. 

The famous photograph de-
picting the final evacuation by 
Dutch photographer, Hubert 
van Es, was an Air America he-
licopter taking people from an 
apartment building in Saigon.

Drug Smuggling
Air America were alleged to 

have profited from transport-
ing opium and heroin on behalf 
of Hmong leader Vang Pao, or 
of “turning a blind eye” to the 
Laotian military doing it.

Because of the war against 
Pathet Lao rebels, the Hmong 
depended upon poppy cultiva-
tion for hard currency. 

The Laotian Air Force had al-
most no light planes that could 
land on the dirt runways near 
the mountaintop poppy fields. 

Having no way to transport 
their opium, the Hmong were 
faced with economic ruin. Air 
America was the only airline 
available in northern Laos. 

According to several unprov-
en sources, Air America began 
flying opium from mountain 
villages north and east of the 
Plain of Jars to Genera; Vang 
Pao’s headquarters at Long 
Tieng.

The End
After pulling out of South 

Vietnam in 1975, there was 
an attempt to keep a company 
presence in Thailand. After this 
fell through, Air America was 
dissolved on 30 June 1976.

The employees were released 
unceremoniously with no acco-
lades and no benefits even for 
those who suffered long-term 
disabilities, nor death benefits 
for families of employees killed 
in action.

Air America
Pilot’s Wings
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Sea Cadets learn ‘The Navy Way of Life’
By SEA (SEA CADET CORPS) ERNIE NEL

We were extremely 
proud to represent our 
Unit Training Ship 

(TS) Tiburon at the annual Sea 
Cadet Camp at the SAN Bar-
racks in SAS Simonsberg in De-
cember 2017.  

It was a great honour and privi-
lege for us to have been part of 
this encouraging environment 
and experience the “Navy Way” 
of life.

In life we all should be a TEAM 
– Together Each Achieves More, 
once we realise this, then our 
Units will be stronger, more effi-
cient and we will reach the goals 
set even quicker with the utmost 
accuracy.

Upon arrival at the Sea Ca-
det Camp, all the cadets from 8 
participating Units throughout 
South Africa were divided into 
divisions - SAS Amatola, SAS 
Mendi, SAS Isandlwana and 
SAS Spioenkop.  This gave us 
the opportunity to get to know 
one another, learn to work to-
gether, share our strengths, abili-
ties, knowledge and help those 
who needed assistance.  During 
the camp all evolutions were 
performed as a division or duty 
watch.

We build friendships, learnt 
various skills, gained general 
military knowledge and specific 
Naval knowledge from our Offi-
cers and Instructors, learnt about 
the aspects on Naval history (eg. 
SS Mendi) and felt proud to be 
part of these traditions and ser-
vice.

Each morning the duty watch 
performed Colours and at the 

end of the day Sunset.  The re-
mainder of the ship’s company 
mustered on the parade ground 
for Colours and paid the neces-
sary respects to the National flag 
and Naval Ensign.  Thereafter 
we received parade instruction.

An opportunity was provided 
to visit the Noon Gun on Signal 
Hill and observe the firing at pre-
cise 12h00 (noon).  The Instruc-
tor shared the history behind the 
daily firing and routine associ-
ated with each firing.

During our Raft Building class, 
we received a surprise visit from 
Rear Adm (Ret) Koos Louw, the 
Chairman of the Board of Sea 
Cadets.  This provided an op-
portunity to show him what we 
were learning as well as our ap-
preciation for the opportunity.  
The division had made use of 
the material provided (usually 
what would be found on a sink-
ing ship) used a variety of knots 
and lashed the items together in 
a raft.  The Timber Hitch, Clove 
Hitch, Square Lashing and 
Round Lashing which we were 
taught in Seamanship class were 
all useful.

During the various exercises 
and divisional competitions we 
learnt the importance of team 
work as well as the ability to 
work as a larger camp ship’s 
company. 

Our the 2nd last evening class, 
a few Cadets from different di-
visions competed in Class com-
petition to build the tallest tower 
using Lego blocks, paper, straws 
and celotape.  This was a great 
team building event as it en-

hanced the communication skills 
within the divisions as well as 
patience as each Cadet is differ-
ent to the next.  Our Division had 
great fun participating and won 
the event.

Each day several Cadets were 
detailed off as the duty watch and 
their role was to fulfil the Colours 
and Sunset ceremonial tasks as 
well as acting as the dishwash-
ers in the galley.  This team also 
made our popcorn and the galley 
staff were appreciative of the as-
sistance provided.

The ships company participat-
ed in various class outings and 
activities.  The Naval Instruc-
tors facilitated the day activities 
whereas the Sea Cade and Re-
serve Instructors ensured we 
were kept busy in the evenings 
with fun activities.  Highlights 
for me were visits to Naval ships 
in harbour, outings on the Tugs 
and Lima boats, “Fittest Sailor” 
Challenge, building a sand rep-
lica of the SAN barracks and on 
the last evening the camp concert.  
Each Duty Watch had to perform 
a skit based on a Naval topic pre-
sented to them.  SAS Spioenkop 
performed a skit on “Ubuntu” 
(Respect for Humankind).

Time spent with fellow Sea 
Cadets during the annual SA 
Navy Sea Cadet Camp was edu-
cational, it gave us the sense of 
belonging, especially on the open 
water - Through God everything 
is possible and we can only stand 
in Awe of God for blessing our 
Country with brave men and 
woman who serve in the South 
African Navy.  We salute you !

Sea Ernie Nel, TS Tiburon (Durban) competes against AB Taylor (TS Outeniqua) for the “Super 
Sailor” Award.

Sea Ernie Nel and Sea Adira Parus, TS Tibu-
ron (Durban), pose with the Noon Day Gun.

Sea Ernie Nel and Sea Adira Parus), 
pose with the SAS Simonsberg badge.
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Head to Head

Smallest Armies in the world

In past issues, Head-to-head 
has looked at the most pow-
erful tanks and aircraft of 

World War II, the strongest na-
vies, special forces units, and so 
on.

This month, however, we de-
cided to look at something dif-
ferent - the smallest, and possi-
bly weakest, military forces in 
the world.

Some of these countries don’t 

even have a military force as 
such, but rather a paramilitary 
force.

Let’s see how they stand up 
head-to-head.

Panama

This Central American 
Country is best known 
for its canal which al-

lows ships to travel between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
and a fancy hat named after the 
country.

It also has one of the small-
est military forces in the world. 
While it does have 34,000 mili-
tary personnel, only 12,000 
are active members. The other 
22,000 are members of the re-
serve.

What is also interesting is 
that the Fuerza Pública de la 
República de Panamá (Pana-
manian Public Forces) are not 
actually a military force as 
such, but rather a paramilitary 
force, a blend of police, border 
security and coast guard forces.

They have 19 transport air-
craft, four trainer aircraft, and 
15 helicopters. They also have 

65 armoured vehicles and a 
maritime component of eight 
patrol craft.

Since 2012 the units com-
prised of:
• One under-strength Presi-

dential Guard Battalion.
• One military police battal-

ion.

• Eight paramilitary compa-
nies.

• 18 police companies.
There have also been reports 

of a special forces unit having 
been formed, but these have not 
been confirmed.

Mauritius

Along with the Sey-
chelles and Zanzibar, 
Mauritius is a popu-

lar honeymoon destination for 
South Africans. So when one 
thinks of Mauritius, one does 
not normally think about mili-
tary.

Actually, Mauritius doesn’t 
have a standing army. All mili-
tary, police, and security force 
duties are carried out by 10,000 
active-duty personnel that fall 
under the command of the 
Commissioner of Police.

The National Police Force 
has 8,000 members that are re-
sponsible for domestic law en-
forcement. The 1,500 member 
Special Mobile Force (SMF) 
and the 500-member National 
Coast Guard are the only two 
paramilitary units in Mauritius. 
Both units are composed of 
police officers on lengthy rota-
tions to those services. 

Six rifle companies, two mo-
bile paramilitary companies, 
and one engineer company 
make up the composition of the 
SMF.

Four patrol craft are used for 
search-and-rescue missions 
and surveillance of territorial 

waters. They are assisted in 
search-and-rescue by a 100 
member police helicopter 
squadron.

There is also a special sup-
port unit of 270 personnel 
training in riot control.

Gambia

Many people have no 
idea of where Gam-
bia is. It can be found 

on Africa’s western coast, geo-
graphically surrounded by Sen-
egal.

Gambia not only has an army, 
it has a navy as well. In 2002 the 
government even considered 
creating a Gambian Air Force. 
They sent pilots to be trained by 
Ukraine In 2003 they purchased 
their first combat aircraft, a 
Sukhoi Su-25. Since then, how-

During times of war, countries will often deploy huge armies - often consisting of millions of 
men. Not every country, however, is able to do this. Some of them just do not have the manpower.

Take Montenegro for example.  They did fight in World War I, but the total strength of their 
armed forces was 50,000 personnel.

During World War II, Greenland had an army of just 26 men. They patrolled the coast of Green-
land, searching for German weather stations.
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ever, they did not announce the 
creation of an air force

The Gambian National Army 
(GNA) is composed of two in-
fantry battalions and an engi-
neering squadron, about 900 
strong in total. The GNA also 

has eight Ferret armoured cars 
and four M8 Greyhound ar-
moured cars.

The Gambian Navy is esti-
mated to have between 125 and 
250 personnel. The main func-
tion of the navy is to enforce 

fishery legislation. 
The four ageing Dvora-class 

patrol boats were replaced with 
three new patrol boats, donated 
by Taiwan, in 2013.

Antigua and Barbuda

Responsible for main-
taining internal secu-
rity and help guard the 

coast against drug smuggling, 
the Royal Antigua and Barbuda 
Defence Force (ABDF) is one 
of the smallest armies in the 
world.

It has a mere 245 military per-
sonnel, of which 170 are active 
members. The ABDF consists 
of four major units.

The infantry unit and fight-
ing arm of the defence force is 
the Antigua and Barbuda Regi-
ment, consisting of four line 
companies.

The Service and Support Unit 
provides administrative, logis-
tic and engineering support to 
the rest of the defence force.

The Coast Guard is the mari-
time element and is divided into 

four units - the Commanding 
Officer’s Office, Engineer Unit, 
Administration Unit, and Flo-
tilla.

The flotilla is the operational 

branch and they have seven ves-
sels, including two patrol boats.

The final unit is the Antigua 
and Barbuda Cadet Corps.

Monaco

Monaco is a principal-
ity, a tiny city-state 
located on the French 

Riviera. It’s the second smallest 
‘country’ in the world.

Monaco is better known for 
its monarchy, casinos and year-
ly Formula One Grand Prix.

Its military is the third small-

est in the world, consisting of 
225 soldiers. For defence in 
the face of an aggressive world 
power it would call on its larg-
est neighbour, France.

There are two full-tie military 
units which fall under the con-
trol of the Department of the 
Interior.

The Corps des Sapeurs-Pom-
piers de Monaco has 135 mili-
tary personnel, including 10 of-

ficers. They are essentially a fire 
service. The Corps is equipped 
with fire engines, rescue ve-
hicles and a range of specialist 
vehicles, including a fire boat 
and sealed tracked vehicles for 
entering Monaco’s railway tun-
nels during an emergency.

With a force of 116 personnel, 
the Compagnie des Carabiniers 
du Prince has the primary duty 
is the defence of the Prince and 

the Prince’s Palace in the Mo-
naco-Ville (old town) quartier 
of Monaco. 

The ceremonial “changing of 
the guard” at 11:55 a.m. each 
day attracts large numbers of 
tourists. The ceremony is more 
than just tourist spectacle, as 
this small military force is the 
front line of defence of the 
Monegasque princely family.

Barbados

When you think of this 
Caribbean Island 
what probably comes 

to mind are beautiful beaches, 
cocktails, and fantastic resorts – 
not necessarily a military force.

Barbados is protected by 
the Barbados Defence Force 
(BDF), a force made up of 
roughly 1,000 troops divided 
between the regular and reserve 
force. 

These soldiers and sailors are 
responsible for maintaining in-
ternal security and patrolling 
the coast to stop any illegal ac-
tivity such as smuggling. 

The Force Headquarters is 
at St. Ann’s Fort and provides 
administrative and logistical 
support for the entire Defence 
Force.

There are three main compo-
nents of the BDF.

The Barbados Regiment is 
based at St Ann’s Fort Base at 
The Garrison, Saint Michael. 
and Paragon Base. It is the 
main land force component and 
encompasses both regular and 
reserve units.

The Barbados Coast Guard is 

the maritime element, respon-
sible for patrolling their ter-
ritorial waters as well as drug 
interdiction and humanitarian 
and life-saving exercises. It too 
encompasses both regular and 
reserve units.

The BDF also has a band that 
is made up of members of the 
Barbados Regiment, the Coast 
Guard, and an element of the 
reserve units.

The military youth organ-
isation, The Barbados Cadet 
Corps, includes infantry and sea 
cadets and goes back to 1904.

The first female cadets joined 
the corps in the 1970s. They 
began with three normal units, 
but today have expanded to 22 
units.

These units are grouped into 
Zones. There are also a band, 
sea cadet and medical units 
along with a shooting pro-
gramme.

It is interesting to note that 
the Commander in Chief of 
the Barbados Defence Force is 
none other than Queen Eliza-
beth II.
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Vanuatu

About 1,500 km from 
Australia sits the exotic 
island nation of Vanu-

atu.
Made up of dozens of small 

islands and with a population 
of 250,000 it is a popular tour-
ist destination for scuba divers.

Today the government sees 
no need for a massive military 
force and there are two po-
lice wings: the Vanuatu Police 
Force (VPF) and the paramili-
tary wing, the Vanuatu Mobile 
Force (VMF).

Altogether there are 547 po-
lice officers organised into two 
main police commands: one in 
Port Vila and another in Lugan-
ville. In addition, there are four 
secondary police stations and 

eight police posts.
This means that there are 

many islands with no police 
presence at all.

This small force ensures the 

security of the island and, as 
you’d expect, helps out in times 
of emergencies or natural disas-
ters. 

Tonga

This Pacific island’s force 
may be small, but you 
don’t necessarily want to 

get into a punch up with them.
Located in the South Pacific, 

Tonga has an active force of 
around 500 personnel. Known 
as His Majesty’s Armed Forc-
es (HMAF), it is composed of 
three operational components 
and two support elements (lo-
gistics and training groups).

It is organised in a unified 
command system consisting of 
three forces: the Regular Force, 
the Territorial Force, and the 
Active Reserve Force.

The main elements of HMAF 
are:

• His Majesty’s Armed Forces 
HQ

• Joint Force HQ

• Tonga Royal Guards
• Land Force
• Naval Flotilla

• Training Command
• Air Wing
• Support Unit
• Territorial Forces

The Maritime Force is 
equipped with three Pacific-
class patrol boats, a tanker, a 
Landing Craft Mechanized and 
a motor boat that is the royal 
yacht. Tongan Maritime Force 
performs patrol missions, occa-
sionally dealing with border vi-
olations. Notably at the Miner-
va Reef and Tonga’s restricted 
fishing zones. 

The Royal Tongan Marine In-

fantry is organized as a single 
Battalion size group with a HQ 
and 3 Light Infantry Compa-
nies. The Tonga Royal Guards 
is a company size unit that is re-
sponsible for the security of His 
Majesty. 

The Air Wing was estab-
lished in 1996 and operates one 
Beechcraft G.18S aircraft in the 
maritime patrol and search and 
rescue roles, and an American 
Champion Citabria light train-
er. The current position of the 
HMAF air wing is unclear but 
both aircraft have not been ac-

tive for a long time.
During World War II, Tonga 

had about 2,000 troops that saw 
action in the Solomon Islands.

In 2002 they sent soldiers as 
part of a multi-national regional 
peace-keeping force to the Sol-
omon Islands. In July 2004 a 45 
member contingent served in 
the Solomon Islands and a third 
contingent of 33 troops were 
sent in July 2005.

HMAF troops also served a 
part of the multinational force 
in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

Iceland

You wouldn’t suspect a 
NATO country of hav-
ing the smallest mili-

tary force in the world. Well 
how about no military force at 
all.

While Iceland is a member of 
NATO, it has no real military 
force to contribute to the alli-
ance. 

There’s no active or reserve 
army – just around 130 peo-
ple in its Coast Guard to pa-
trol its shores. In fact, over the 
past years Iceland’s defence 
has been shared among other 
NATO nations, which each ro-
tating men and equipment for a 
set period of time. 

The Icelandic Crisis Re-
sponse Unit (ICRU) (Íslenska 
friðargæslan) is an expedition-
ary peacekeeping force main-
tained by the Ministry for For-
eign Affairs. It is manned by 
personnel from Iceland’s other 
services, armed or not, includ-

ing the National Police, Coast 
Guard, Emergency Services 
and Health-care system. Be-
cause of the military nature 
of most of the ICRU’s assign-
ments, all of its members re-
ceive basic infantry combat 
training. This training has often 
been conducted by the Norwe-
gian Army, but the Coast Guard 
and the Special forces are also 

assigned to train the ICRU.
Most of the ICRU’s camou-

flage and weaponry is procured 
from abroad, with some indig-
enous development. Some arms 
and uniforms are also borrowed 
from the Norwegian Defence 
Forces.
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Vatican City

Many people tend to 
forget that Vatican 
City, even though it 

is surrounded by Rome, is actu-
ally a country on its own - the 
smallest in the world.

The Corps of the Pontifical 
Swiss Guard is a small force 
maintained not by the Vatican 
City State but by the Holy See 
and is responsible for the safety 
of the Pope, including the secu-
rity of his habitual formal resi-
dence, the Apostolic Palace. 

During the periods of “sede 
vacante” (Time of the empty 
throne), when there is no pope, 
the Swiss Guard instead guards 
the College of Cardinals, so as 
to ensure that the Cardinals, 
meeting in Conclave, are able 
to perform their duty in electing 

a new Pope.
The Swiss Guard cooperates 

with the Corps of Gendarmerie 
of Vatican City, a civilian force 
maintained by the Vatican City 
State.

The Swiss Guard has a 
strength of 110 men, all of 
whom are Catholic and who 
have completed basic training 
with the Swiss Army.

Andorra

This tiny landlocked state 
can be found in Europe 
right between Spain and 

France. 
Less than 500 square kilome-

tres in size and with a popula-
tion of under 100,000, you’d 
naturally expect this micro-
nation of having a very small 
military. Well, it actually has no 
forces that could even remotely 
be called a military. Not even 
paramilitary forces like some of 
the other countries listed here. 
Sure, there are ‘soldiers’ at of-
ficial functions – but these are 
purely ceremonial and inter-
nal order is maintained by the 
country’s police force. 

SOUTH AFRICAN

AIR FORCE
MUSEUM

PORT ELIZABETH

CONTACT
t: + 27 41 505 1295
f: +27 41 505 1346

e: saafmpe@gmail.com
www.saafmuseum.org.za

HISTORIC LOCATION
The museum is located on the grounds of the historic old WWII 42 
Air School on the South side of the airport in the vintage Air Gunnery 
Training Centre & Bellman hangar.

RICH HISTORY
The valuable historic grounds, buildings and artifacts displayed in 
the museum reflect a richly diverse history of South African Air Force 
aircraft, the people, and the wars.

ART GALLERY
A collection of aviation and contemporary oil paintings and illustra-
tions, including prints & postcards, are on display and available to 
purchase by artist Don Bell. The artist also accepts commissions for 
original works customised for the owner.

LIBRARY
The extensive library contains over 600 aviation and air-

craft related books.

BUCCANEER FLIGHTSIM
Sit in a real Buccaneer flight 
simulator and fly the integrated 
gaming-sim.
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Famous Figures in Military History

Bernard Montgomery
Known simply as “Monty”, he would go on to command the British Eighth Army, the Allied 
ground forces in Operation Overlord, and retire as Deputy Supreme Commander of NATO in 
Europe. He was admired by some, severely disliked by others.

Bernard Law Montgom-
ery was born on 17 No-
vember, 1887 in Ken-

nington, Surrey.
He was the fourth of nine 

children and his father, Henry, 
was a minister in the Ulster-
Scots Church of Ireland.

His mother Maud (née Farrar) 
was the daughter of The V. Rev. 
Frederic William Canon Farrar, 
the famous preacher, and was 
eighteen years younger than her 
husband.

The family was not very well 
off, but his improved slight 
when Henry was made Bishop 
of Tasmania, then still a British 
colony and Bernard spent his 
formative years there.

Bishop Montgomery spend a 
lot of time in the rural areas of 
Tasmania and was away for up 
to six months at a time.

While he was away, 
his wife gave the chil-
dren constant beat-
ings, then ignored 
them most of the 
time.

The loveless envi-
ronment made Ber-
nard something of a 
bully, as he himself 
recalled, “I was a 
dreadful little boy. I 
don’t suppose any-
body would put up 
with my sort of be-
haviour these days.”

Bernard and his brother Har-
old were sent to be educated at 
The King’s School in Canter-
bury for a term. Then, when the 
family returned to London, Ber-
nard attended St Paul’s School 
and then the Royal Military 
College, Sandhurst. He was 
almost expelled for rowdiness 
and violence.

He graduated in September 

1908 and was commissioned as 
a 2nd lieutenant in the 1st Bat-
talion the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment. Later that year he 
saw service in India.

He was promoted to lieuten-
ant in 1910, and in 1912 became 
adjutant of the 1st Battalion 
of his regiment at Shorncliffe 
Army Camp.

World War I
In August 1914, Montgomery 

moved to France with his bat-
talion. He saw action at the Bat-
tle of Le Cateau that month and 
during the retreat from Mons.

On 13 October 1914 during 
an Allied counter-offensive at 
Bailleu, he was shot through 

the right lung by a sniper. He 
was also hit in the knee. 

The wound was so crit-
ical that a grave was 

dug in preparation 
for his death.

Not only did 
he recover, he 
was awarded 
the Distin-
guished Ser-
vice Order 
for gallant 
leadership: 
the cita-
tion for this 
award, pub-
lished in the 
London Ga-
zette in De-

cember 1914 reads:
“Conspicuous gallant lead-

ing on 13th October, when he 
turned the enemy out of their 
trenches with the bayonet. He 
was severely wounded.”

In early 1915 he was ap-
pointed as a brigade major. He 
returned to the Western Front 
in early 1916 as a general staff 
officer in the 33rd Division and 
took part in the Battle of Arras 
in April/May 1917.  He then 
became a general staff officer 
with IX Corps.

Montgomery served at the 
Battle of Passchendaele in late 
1917 before finishing the war 
as General Staff Officer Grade 
1 and effectively Chief of Staff 
of the 47th (2nd London) Divi-
sion, with the temporary rank 
of lieutenant colonel.

Between the wars
After the war Montgomery 

commanded the 17th (Service) 
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers,  
a battalion in the British Army 
of the Rhine, before reverting 

ARE YOU LADS OKAY THEN: Field Marshal Montgomery in-
specting the 1st Polish Independent Parachute Brigade.

to his substantive rank of cap-
tain (brevet major) in Novem-
ber 1919.

He had not been selected for 
the Staff College and this meant 
that he would never achieve 
high command. But at a tennis 
party in Cologne, he was able 
to persuade the Commander-
in-Chief (C-in-C) of the Brit-
ish Army of Occupation, Field 
Marshal Sir William Robertson, 
to add his name to the list.

After graduating from the 
Staff College, he was appointed 
brigade major in the 17th In-
fantry Brigade in January 1921. 
The brigade was stationed in 
County Cork, Ireland, carrying 
out counter-insurgency opera-
tions during the final stages of 
the Irish War of Independence.

He returned to the 1st Battal-
ion, Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment in 1925 as a company 
commander and was promoted 
to major in July 1925. From 
January 1926 to January 1929 
he served as Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant General at the Staff 

College, Camberley, in the tem-
porary rank of lieutenant colo-
nel.

In 1927, he met and married 
Elizabeth (Betty) Carver, née 
Hobart, widow of Oswald Carv-
er, Olympic rowing medallist 
who had been killed in the First 
World War. Betty Carver was 
the sister of the future Second 
World War commander, Ma-
jor General Sir Percy Hobart. 
She had two sons in their early 
teens, John and Dick, from her 
first marriage. Montgomery’s 
son, David, was born in August 
1928.

In January 1929, Montgom-
ery was promoted to brevet 
lieutenant colonel. In 1931 he 
became the Commanding Of-
ficer of the 1st Battalion, Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment with 
the rank of substantive lieuten-
ant colonel. He saw service in 
Palestine and British India.

He attended and was then 
recommended to become an 
instructor at the Indian Army 
Staff College (now the Pakistan 
Army Staff College) in Quetta, 
British India.

On completion of his tour of 
duty in India, Montgomery re-
turned to Britain in June 1937 
where he took command of the 
9th Infantry Brigade with the 
temporary rank of brigadier.

In 1937 while on holiday in 
Burnham-on-Sea, his wife Bet-
ty suffered an insect bite which 
became infected. Her leg was 
amputated and she developed 
septicaemia. She died in her 
husband’s arms. It had been a 
happy marriage and Montgom-
ery was devastated at her loss.

Immediately after her funer-
al he threw himself back into 
work. In 1938, he organised 
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an amphibious combined op-
erations landing exercise that 
impressed the new C-in-C of 
Southern Command, General 
Sir Archibald Percival Wavell. 
He was promoted to major gen-
eral on 14 October 1938 and 
took command of the 8th Infan-
try Division in Palestine.

World War II
In 1939 Montgomery was 

part of the 3rd Division, which 
was deployed to Belgium as 
part of the British Expedition-
ary Force (BEF).

During Operation Dynamo 
- the evacuation of 330,000 
BEF and French troops from 
Dunkirk to Britain - Montgom-
ery assumed command of the II 
Corps.

On his return to Britain, 
Montgomery antagonised the 
War Office with his harsh criti-
cisms of the command of the 
BEF. He was briefly relegated 
back to divisional command 
of 3rd Division, but was made 
a Companion of the Order of 
Bath. 3rd Division was at that 
time the only fully equipped di-
vision in Britain.

In July 1940, Montgomery 
was appointed acting lieutenant 
general and assumed command 
of V Corps, responsible for the 
defence of Hampshire and Dor-
set. It was also around this time 
that he started a long-running 
feud with the new Commander-
in-Chief (C-in-C) of Southern 
Command, Lieutenant General 
Claude Auchinleck.

In the Middle East in 1942, 
Auchinleck was fulfilling both 
the role of Commander-in-
Chief of Middle East Com-
mand and commander Eighth 
Army. Prime Minister Winston 

YOUR MAJESTY: King George 
VI and Bernard Montgomery.

Churchill replaced him as C-
in-C with General Sir Harold 
Alexander and command of 
the Eighth Army in the Western 
Desert was given to Lieutenant 
General William Gott.

While flying back to Cairo, 
Gott was killed in an aircraft 
accident and General Alan 
Brooke, Chief of the Impe-
rial General Staff, persuaded 
Churchill to appoint Montgom-
ery to the position.

A story, probably just an ur-
ban legend, but popular at the 
time, is that the appointment 
caused Montgomery to remark 
that “After having an easy war, 
things have now got much more 
difficult.” A colleague is sup-
posed to have told him to cheer 
up – at which point Montgom-
ery said “I’m not talking about 
me, I’m talking about Rom-
mel!”

Montgomery’s assumption 
of command transformed the 
fighting spirit and abilities of 
the Eighth Army. Taking com-
mand on 13 August 1942, he 
immediately became a whirl-
wind of activity. He ordered 
the creation of the X Corps, 
which contained all armoured 
divisions to fight alongside his 
XXX Corps which was all in-
fantry divisions. 

Montgomery made a great ef-
fort to appear before troops as 
often as possible, frequently 
visiting various units and mak-
ing himself known to the men, 
often arranging for cigarettes to 
be distributed.

Although he still wore a stan-
dard British officer’s cap on 
arrival in the desert, he brief-
ly wore an Australian broad-
brimmed hat before switching 
to wearing what was to become 

his trademark - a black beret 
with two badges on it. One was 
the Royal Tank Regiment badge 
(even though Montgomery was 
from the Infantry Corps) and the 
other was his general’s badge.

“This beret was given to me 
by a sergeant in the RTR, the 
NCO in command of my tank 
during the Battle of Alamein 
in October 1942. It was worn 
by me from Alamein to Tunis 
when it was so dirty that I got 
a new one; it was the sergeant’s 
own beret. I added my Gener-
al’s badge to it and have worn 
the black beret with two badges 
ever since,” Montgomery said.

In mid October Montgomery 
was promoted to the permanent 
rank of lieutenant general. 

The Second Battle of El Al-
amein began on 23 October 
1942, and ended 12 days later 
with one of the first large-scale, 
decisive Allied land victories of 
the war. Over 30,000 prisoners 
of war were taken, including the 
German second-in-command, 
General von Thoma, as well as 
eight other general officers. 

Field Marshall Erwin Rom-
mel, having been in a hospital 
in Germany at the start of the 
battle, was forced to return on 
25 October 1942 after General 

MONTY: Wearing his trademark black beret with two badges, Mont-
gomery poses for a photograph after the 2nd Battle of El Alamein.

Georg Stumme – his replace-
ment as German commander 
– died of a heart attack in the 
early hours of the battle.

Montgomery was made a 
Knight Commander of the Bath 
(KCB) and promoted to full 
general. He took part in the 
Tunisian Campaign and was 
awarded the Legion of Merit by 
the United States government 
for his role in North Africa.

The next major Allied attack 
was Operation Husky, the in-
vasion of Sicily. This was fol-
lowed in late 1943 by the lan-
dins landings on the mainland 
of Italy itself, beginning with 
Operation Baytown. Montgom-
ery continued to command the 
Eighth Army during this time. 

Inter-Allied tensions grew 
as the American commanders, 
Generals George Patton and 
Omar Bradley (then command-
ing US II Corps under Patton), 
took umbrage at what they saw 
as Montgomery’s attitudes and 
boastfulness.

D-Day
In January 1944 Montgom-

ery  was assigned to command 
the 21st Army Group consisting 

of all Allied ground forces par-
ticipating in Operation Over-
lord, the invasion of Normandy. 
Overall direction was assigned 
to the Supreme Allied Com-
mander of the Allied Expedi-
tionary Forces, American Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Both Churchill and Eisen-
hower had found Montgomery 
difficult to work with in the 
past and wanted the position to 
go to the more affable General 
Sir Harold Alexander. Howev-
er Montgomery’s patron, Alan 
Brooke, firmly argued that 
Montgomery was a much su-
perior general to Alexander and 
ensured his appointment.

After the initial D-Day land-
ings, Montgomery’s initial plan 
was for the Anglo-Canadian 
troops under his command to 
break out immediately from 
their beachheads on the Calva-
dos coast towards Caen with the 
aim of taking the city on either 
D Day or two days later. Mont-
gomery attempted to take Caen 
with the 3rd Infantry Division, 
50th (Northumbrian) Infantry 
Division and the 3rd Canadian 
Division but was stopped from 
6–8 June by 21st Panzer Divi-

sion and 12th SS Panzer Divi-
sion Hitlerjugend, who hit the 
advancing Anglo-Canadian 
troops very hard.

The failure to take Caen im-
mediately has been the source 
of much historical debate. 
One school of thought accepts 
Montgomery’s post-war claim 
that he never intended to take 
Caen at once, and instead the 
Anglo-Canadian operations 
around Caen were a “holding 
operation” intended to attract 
the bulk of the German forces 
towards the Caen sector to al-
low the Americans to stage the 
“break out operation” on the left 
flank of the German positions, 
which was all part of Mont-
gomery’s “Master Plan” that he 
had conceived long before the 
Normandy campaign.

The other school of thought 
claims that when Montgom-
ery’s intial plan had failed, he 
had “evolved” the plan to have 
the US forces achieve the break-
out instead.

Many American officers had 
found Montgomery a difficult 
man to work with, and pressured 
Eisenhower to fire Montgom-
ery. Although the Eisenhower-
Montgomery dispute is some-
times depicted in nationalist 
terms as being an Anglo-Amer-
ican struggle, it was the British 
Air Marshal Arthur Tedder who 
was pressing Eisenhower most 
strongly to fire Montgomery.

On 20 July, Montgomery 
met Eisenhower and on 21 July 
Churchill at the TAC in France. 
One of Montgomery’s staff of-
ficers wrote afterwards that it 
was “common knowledge at Tac 
that Churchill had come to sack 
Monty”.No notes were taken at 
the Eisenhower-Montgomery 
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and Churchill-Montgomery 
meetings, but Montgomery was 
able to persuade both men not 
to fire him.

General Eisenhower took 
over Ground Forces Command 
on 1 September, while continu-
ing as Supreme Commander, 
with Montgomery continuing 
to command the 21st Army 
Group, now consisting mainly 
of British and Canadian units. 
Montgomery bitterly resented 
this change, although it had 
been agreed before the D-Day 
invasion. Winston Churchill 
had Montgomery promoted to 
field marshal by way of com-
pensation.

Operation Market-Garden
Montgomery’s plan for Op-

eration Market Garden (17–25 
September 1944) was to out-
flank the Siegfried Line and 
cross the Rhine, setting the 
stage for later offensives into 
the Ruhr region. The 21st Army 
Group would attack north from 
Belgium, 97 km through the 
Netherlands, across the Rhine 
and consolidate north of Arn-
hem on the far side of the Rhine. 
The risky plan required three 
Airborne Divisions to capture 
numerous intact bridges along 
a single-lane road, on which an 
entire Corps had to attack and 
use as its main supply route. 
The offensive failed to achieve 
its objectives.

Battle of the Bulge
Since SHAEF (Supreme 

Headquarters Allied Expedi-
tionary Force) believed the 
Wehrmacht was no longer ca-
pable of launching a major of-
fensive, nor that any offensive 
could be launched through such 

rugged terrain as the Ardennes 
Forest -  particularly during 
winter - the Ardennes was used 
as an area to send US divisions, 
which had recently fought and 
sustained severe casualties, in 
the Battle of Hürtgen Forest to 
regroup and refit. It was also 
used as a place where new units 
recently from the US were sent 
to get some field experience in 
a safe place.

 When the attack on the Ar-
dennes took place on 16 Decem-
ber 1944, starting the Battle of 
the Bulge, it caught the Ameri-
cans by surprise. Montgomery 
was the nearest commander on 
the ground and on 20 Decem-
ber, Eisenhower (who was in 
Versailles in France) temporar-
ily transferred Courtney Hodg-
es’ US First Army and William 
Simpson’s US Ninth Army 
to Montgomery’s 21st Army 
Group until the “bulge” could 
be reduced and a simpler line 
of communications restored, 
despite Bradley’s vehement ob-
jections on national grounds. 

Montgomery grasped the sit-
uation quickly, visiting all di-
visional, corps, and field army 
commanders himself and insti-
tuting his ‘Phantom’ network of 
liaison officers. He grouped the 
British XXX Corps as a strate-
gic reserve behind the Meuse 
and reorganised the US defence 
of the northern shoulder, short-
ening and strengthening the line 
and ordering the evacuation 
of St Vith. The German com-
mander of the 5th Panzer Army, 
Hasso von Manteuffel said:

“The operations of the Amer-
ican First Army had developed 
into a series of individual hold-
ing actions. Montgomery’s con-
tribution to restoring the situa-
tion was that he turned a series 
of isolated actions into a coher-
ent battle fought according to a 
clear and definite plan. It was 
his refusal to engage in prema-
ture and piecemeal counter-at-
tacks which enabled the Ameri-
cans to gather their reserves and 
frustrate the German attempts 
to extend their breakthrough.”

TENSE RELATIONSHIP: Montgomery (right) with US General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (centre) and Air Chief Marshall Arthur Ted-
der. Both men wanted Montgomery fired.

Crossing the Rhine
Montgomery’s 21st Army 

Group (later) advanced to the 
Rhine with operations Veritable 
and Grenade in February 1945. 
A meticulously planned Rhine 
crossing occurred on 24 March. 
Montgomery’s river crossing 
was followed by the encircle-
ment of German Army Group 
B in the Ruhr. Initially Mont-
gomery’s role was to guard the 
flank of the American advance. 
This was altered to forestall any 
chance of a Red Army advance 
into Denmark, and the 21st 
Army Group occupied Ham-
burg and Rostock and sealed 
off the Danish peninsula. On 4 
May 1945, on Lüneburg Heath, 
Montgomery accepted the sur-
render of German forces in 
north-west Germany, Denmark 
and the Netherlands.

After the war
After the war Lord Mont-

gomery became the Command-
er-in-Chief (C-in-C) of the Brit-
ish Army of the Rhine (BAOR), 
the name given to the British 
Occupation Forces, and was the 
British member of the Allied 
Control Council. He was creat-
ed 1st Viscount Montgomery of 
Alamein in 1946. He was Chief 
of the Imperial General Staff 
(CIGS) from 1946 to 1948, suc-
ceeding Alanbrooke.

He was later appointed Chair-
man of the Western Union De-
fence Organization’s C-in-C 
committee. He became Eisen-
hower’s deputy in creating the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa-
tion’s European forces in 1951. 
He would continue to serve 
under Eisenhower’s succes-
sors, Generals Matthew Ridg-
way and Al Gruenther, until his 

retirement, aged nearly 71, in 
1958.

Lack of tact
Montgomery was notorious 

for his lack of tact and diploma-
cy. Even his “patron,” the Chief 
of the Imperial General Staff 
Lord Alanbrooke, frequently 
mentions it in his war diaries: 
“he is liable to commit untold 
errors in lack of tact” and “I had 
to haul him over the coals for 
his usual lack of tact and ego-
tistical outlook which prevent-
ed him from appreciating other 
people’s feelings”.

Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill is quoted as saying 
of Montgomery, “In defeat, 
unbeatable; in victory, unbear-
able.”

 retirement he publicly sup-
ported apartheid after a visit to 
South Africa in 1962, and after 
a visit to China declared him-
self impressed by the Chinese 
leadership. Montgomery was 
harshly critical of US strategy 
in Vietnam.

During a visit to the Alam-
ein battlefields in May 1967, 
he bluntly told high-ranking 
Egyptian Army officers that 
they would lose any war with 
Israel. He was proved right a 
few weeks later during the Six-
Day War.

Death
Montgomery died from un-

specified causes in 1976 at his 
home Isington Mill in Isington, 
in the County of Hampshire, 
aged 88. 

After a funeral at St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor, his body was 
buried in Holy Cross church-
yard, in Binsted, Hampshire.

Honours and Awards

• Viscountcy (UK, January 
1946)

• Knight of the Most Noble Or-
der of the Garter (UK, 1946)

• Knight Grand Cross of the 
Most Honourable Order of 
the Bath (UK, 1945)

• KCB – 11 November 
1942,[82] CB – 11 July 1940

• Companion of the Distin-
guished Service Order (UK, 
1914)

• Mentioned in Despatches - 
nine times.

• Distinguished Service Medal 
(US, 1947)

• Chief Commander of the Le-
gion of Merit (US, 10 August 
1943)

• Member of the Order of Vic-
tory (USSR, 21 June 1945)

• 1st class of the Order of Suvo-
rov (USSR, 16 January 1947)

• Croix de Guerre (France, 
1919)

• Knight of the Order of the El-
ephant (Denmark, 2 August 
1945)

• Grand Commander of the Or-
der of George I (Greece, 20 
June 1944)

• Silver Cross (V Class) of the 
Virtuti Militari (Poland, 31 
October 1944)

• Grand Cross of the Order of 
the White Lion (Czechoslova-
kia, 1947)

• Grand Cordon of the Seal of 
Solomon (Ethiopia, 1949)

•  Plus two other awards from 
Belgium, and one each from 
the Netherlands and Norway.
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Forged in Battle

WWII Anti-Tank Weapons
Each month “Forged in Battle” looks at weapons, equipment or units that have been 
tried and tested on the battlefield. This month we look at anti-tank weapons of World 
War II.

Imagine, if you may, that you 
are a young infantry soldier 
in the German Army. You 

are taking part in the Battle of 
Flers-Courcelette, part of the 
Battle of the Somme. The date 
is 15 September, 1916.

You wait nervously for the 
morning attack that you know is 
coming. Through the mist and 
fog of war you hear a strange 
mechanical sound. It seems to 
be getting louder, and closer.

Then it emerges, a large 
steel ‘monster’ that is heading 
straight for you trench. You 
fire your rifle at it, but the bul-
let merely bounces off the steel. 
You fire again and again, with 
the same result. It seems as if 
nothing can stop this beast as it 
advances at a walking pace.

Tanks were used for the first 
time in battle by the British on 
15 September 1916, with mixed 
results. Of the forty-nine tanks 
shipped to the Somme, only 
thirty-two were able to begin 
the first attack in which they 
were used and only nine made 
it across “no man’s land” to the 
German lines.

Their steel armour could stop 
small arms fire and fragments 
from high-explosive artillery 
shells. However they were vul-
nerable to a direct hit from artil-
lery and mortar shells.

It must have been terrify-
ing to face armour without any 
anti-tank support. It soon be-
came obvious that a portable, 
hand-held weapon needed to be 
developed that could provide 

some sort of a counter against 
tanks - an anti-tank weapon.

This need became even more 
pressing as World War II crept 
nearer. Tanks were develop-
ing. They were no longer that 
lumbering steel behemoths of 
1915. They were quicker and 
had stronger armour and mroe 
powerful weapons.

Anti-tank guns were being 
developed, as was AP (Armour 
Penetrating) ammunition. Some 
tanks could fire both AP and HE 
(High Explosive) ammunition, 
making them effective against 
both armour and infantry.

Yet what was still needed was 
a portable anti-tank weapon. 
One that could be easily trans-
ported and used by infantry.

 Rifle, Anti-Tank,
.55in, Boys

United Kingdom - 1937

In 1934 the British Army is-
sued a requirement for a porta-
ble, ‘light’ anti-tank rifle based 
on the concept of an oversized 
rifled firing a massive armour 
piercing round.

The Boys Anti-tank rifle was 
created by Captain Henry C. 

Boys, a designer at the Royal 
Small Arms Factory in Enfield.

It was initially called Stan-
chion but was renamed after 
Captain Boys as a mark of re-
spect when he died a few days 
before the rifle was approved 
for service in November 1937. 

The weapon was large and 
heavy, weighing 16 kg unload-
ed and had a length of 1,575 m.

It had a bolt action mecha-
nism, fed from a five-shot mag-
azine. It fired a 13,9 mm (o.55 
inch) round that was effective 
on light armour (23,2 mm thick) 

at a range of 91 metres.
Despite its recoil slide and 

rubber-cushioned buttpad, the 
recoil of the weapon (along 
with noise and muzzle blast) 
was said to be painful, fre-
quently causing neck strains 

and bruised shoulders.
Although useful against ear-

ly German and Italian tanks in 
France and North Africa, as well 
as in the Norwegian campaign, 
such as the Panzer I, Panzer 
II and early models of Panzer 

III, increases in vehicle armour 
during the Second World War 
left the Boys largely ineffectual 
as an anti-tank weapon. It was 
replaced in 1943 by the PIAT.

Lathi L-39
Finland - 1939

The Finnish Army were look-
ing for a 13 mm anti-tank ma-
chine gun with a high rate of 
fire.

Aimo Lahti, however, started 
working on a 20 mm design as 
well as the requested 13 mm 
design.  After test firing both 

weapons in 1939, they found 
that the 20 mm rifle displayed 
better penetration.

The Lahti L-39 had excel-
lent accuracy, penetration and 
range, but its size made trans-
portation difficult. It was nick-
named Norsupyssy (“Elephant 

Gun”), and as tanks developed 
armour too thick for the Lahti 
to penetrate it was used as a 
long range snipers rifle.

It weighed 49,5 kg, had a 
length of 2,200 mm, and used a 
10 round box magazine.

Type-79
Japan - 1939

The Type 97 automatic can-
non is a 20 mm Japanese anti-
tank rifle that began develop-
ment in the 1930s. It was used 
by the Imperial Japanese Army 
(IJA) during the Second Sino-
Japanese War, the Soviet–Japa-

nese border conflicts and the 
Pacific War. 

Ever-greater thicknesses of 
armour on tanks rendered the 
Type 97 obsolete by about 1942.

It was a large weapon, weigh-
ing 52 kg with a length of 2,09 

metres. It made use of a seven 
round box magazine.

The Type 97 did not endear 
itself to her crews, for the mas-
sive recoil effect was something 
to be experienced. 

Rocket from a German Panzerschrek

https://youtu.be/9GUlyQ0Kgxg
https://youtu.be/fT6HD7LL8bA
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PTRD-41
Russia - 1941

In 1939 the USSR captured 
several hundred Polish Model 
35 anti-tank rifles, which had 
proved effective in the Septem-
ber Campaign when Poland was 
invaded by Germany. Vasily 
Degtyaryov copied its lock and 
several features of the German 
Panzerbüchse 38 when hasty 
construction of an anti-tank ri-
fle was ordered in July 1941.

The result was the Protivo 

Tankovoye Ruzhyo Degtyaryo-
va, or PTRD-41 for short.

It was a single-shot weap-
ons that fired a 14.5 x 114 mm 
round. It weighed only 17,3 kg 
but suffered from numerous 
flaws.

Although unable to penetrate 
the frontal armor of German 
tanks, it could penetrate the 
thinner sides of early-war Ger-
man tanks as well as thinly ar-

mored self-propelled guns.
The lack of penetration 

against enemy vehicles and in-
ability to aim accurately with 
a telescopic sight frustrated 
PTRD teams. The large muzzle 
flash would also give away the 
unit’s firing position.

The PTRD was eventually 
replaced by the RPG series of 
anti-tank rocket launchers.

M1 Bazooka
USA - 1942

Nicknamed the ‘Bazooka’, 
the M1 recoilless anti-tank 
rocket launcher was among the 
first generation of rocket-pro-
pelled anti-tank weapons used 
in infantry combat.

The development of the ba-
zooka involved the develop-
ment of two specific lines of 
technology: the rocket-powered 
weapon, and the shaped-charge 
warhead. It was also designed 
for easy maneuverability and 
access.

Featuring a solid-propellant 
rocket for propulsion, it al-
lowed for high-explosive anti-
tank (HEAT) warheads to be 
delivered against armored ve-
hicles, machine gun nests, and 
fortified bunkers at ranges be-

yond that of a standard thrown 
grenade or mine.

It could penetrate up to 76 
mm of armour and weighted 
only 8 kg. It used M6 HEAT 
rounds.

During World War II and af-
terwards a number of variants 
of the bazooka were developed. 

These included:
• M1A1
• M9
• M9A1
• M18
• M20 Super Bazooka
• M20A1 Super Bazooka
• M20B1 Super Bazooka
• M20A1B1 Super Bazooka

PIAT
United Kingdom - 1942

The Projector, Infantry, Anti 
Tank (PIAT) Mk I was a British 
man-portable anti-tank weapon 
designed by Major Millis Jef-
feris in 1942. It entered service 
in 1943.

The PIAT was based on the 
spigot mortar system, that 
launched a 1.1 kg hollow-
charge bomb using a cartridge 
in the tail of the projectile. It 
was relatively light, weighing 
15 kg. It possessed an effective 
range of approximately 105 

metres in a direct fire anti-tank 
role, and 320 metres in an indi-
rect fire ‘house-breaking’ role. 
To be effective against a tank, 
however, the firer needed to be 
40 metres or less away from the 
target.

The PIAT had several ad-
vantages over other infantry 
anti-tank weapons of the pe-
riod, which included relative 
lack of muzzle smoke to reveal 
the position of the user, and an 
inexpensive barrel; however, 

the type also had some disad-
vantages, a difficulty in cock-
ing the weapon, the fragility of 
the barrel, powerful recoil, and 
problems with ammunition reli-
ability.

The PIATs’ ammunition used 
the Hollow charge principle, 
which, if the often unreliable 
round design delivered it cor-
rectly to the target, allowed the 
warhead to penetrate almost all 
enemy armour types at close 
range.

Panzerfaust 30 & 90
Germany- 1943

Panzerfaust 30

Panzerfaust 90

The Panzerfaust (tank fist) 
was an inexpensive, single shot, 
recoilless German anti-tank 
weapon. It consisted of a small, 
disposable pre-loaded launch 
tube firing a high-explosive anti-
tank warhead, and was intended 
to be operated by a single sol-
dier. 

Design of the weapon began 
in 1942. The Panzerfaust 30 
weighed 5,22 kg and fired a 149 
mm hollow shaped projectile. It 
had an effective range of 30 me-
tres and could penetrate 200 mm 
of armour.

The Panzerfaust 60 was slight-
ly heavier, weighing in at 6,8 kg. 
It also fired a 149 mm hollow 
shaped charge and could also 
penetrate 200 mm of armour. Its 
advantage was that it had an ef-
fective range of 60 metres, twice 
that of the Panzerfaust 30.

To use the Panzerfaust, the sol-
dier took off the safety, aimed, 
and, with a little squeeze, fired 
the projectile.  It did not have a 
trigger, it had a pedal-like lever 
near the projectile that ignited 
the propellant when squeezed.

After firing, the tube was dis-

carded, making the Panzerfaust 
the first disposable anti-tank 
weapon. The weapon, when cor-
rectly fired from the crook of 
the arm, could with its shaped 
charge warhead penetrate the ar-
mour of any armoured fighting 
vehicle of the period. 

The Panzerfaust often had 
warnings written in large red let-
ters on the upper rear end of the 
tube, the words usually being 
“Achtung. Feuerstrahl.” (Be-
ware. Fire jet.). This was to warn 
soldiers to avoid the backblast.

Rocket from a Bazooka

https://youtu.be/sIU1eJk-P5A
https://youtu.be/P0jpAKfmknw
https://youtu.be/tJPZX9QtXAQ
https://youtu.be/IsTuCAIkr58
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Panzerschreck
Germany- 1943

The Panzerschreck (tank 
fright) was the popular name 
for the Raketenpanzerbüchse 
(abbreviated to RPzB), an 88 
mm calibre reusable anti-tank 
rocket launcher. Another pop-
ular nickname was Ofenrohr 
(stove pipe).

The Panzerschreck was de-
signed as a lightweight infantry 
anti-tank weapon and was an 
enlarged copy of the Ameri-
can bazooka. The weapon was 
shoulder-launched and fired 

a fin-stabilized rocket with a 
shaped-charge warhead.

The first model was the RPzB 
43, which was 164 centimetres 
long and weighed about 9.25 
kilograms when empty. Opera-
tors of the RPzB 43 had to wear 
a protective poncho and a gas 
mask without a filter to protect 
them from the heat of the back-
blast when the weapon was 
fired.

The Panzerschreck fired an 
88 mm calibre HEAT round, 

compared to the 60 mm calibre 
of the bazooka - which meant 
that it could penetrate thicker 
armor, but it also produced 
more smoke when firing.

It was probably the most suc-
cessful of the portable anti-tank 
weapons of World War II.

The Panzerschreck’s combat 
success caused the bazooka to 
be completely redesigned at the 
close of World War II.

READY TO FIRE: A German Panzershreck team somewhere on the Russian front prepare fire.

https://www.warbooks.co.za/
https://youtu.be/5FR2fLbHSyI
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Battlefield

Rorke’s Drift
On 22 January, 1879, just over 150 British and colonial troops defending the  mission 
station at Rorke’s Drift against odds of more than 20-1. It was a feat that would earn 
the defenders 11 Victoria Crosses.

The year was 1877 and not only 
did Britain rule the waves, it 
ruled just about anywhere it 
wanted.

Following the scheme by 
which Lord Carnarvon had 
brought about Confederation in 
Canada through the 1867 British 
North America Act, the British 
were convinced that a similar 
plan would succeed in South Af-
rica.

Sir Henry Bartle Frere was 
appointed as High Commission-
er for Southern Africa in 1877, 
and it was his job to instigate the 
scheme. There were, however, a 
few minor obstacles in the way - 
the presence of the independent 
states of the South African Re-
public and the Kingdom of Zu-
luland.

This presented no real prob-
lems for the British Empire, be-
cause these obstacles could be 
overcome by force of arms.

Acting on his own initiative 
and without approval of the 
British Government, Frere pre-
sented an ultimatum to the Zulu 
king Cetshwayo on 11 Decem-
ber 1878. It was an ultimatum 
that the Zulu king could not pos-
sible comply with.

Frere’s intent had been to in-
stigate a war with the Zulu and 
when the ultimatum expired a 
month later, Frere ordered Lord 
Chelmsford to proceed with a 
pre-planned invasion of Zulu-

land. Frere probably thought that 
it would be all over very quickly. 
The Zulus, however, had other 
ideas.

Prelude
Rorke’s Drift was the former 

trading post of Irish merchant 
James Rorke. It was located near 
a ford, or drift, on the Buffalo 
River, which at the time served 
as the border between the Brit-
ish colony of Natal and the Zulu 
Kingdom. In 1879 Rorke’s Drift 
was a mission station.

On 9 January 1879, the British 
No. 3 (Centre) Column, under 
Lord Chelmsford, arrived and 
encamped at the drift.

On 11 January, a day after the 
British ultimatum to the Zulus 
had expired, the column crossed 
the river and encamped on the 
Zulu bank.

A member of Chelmsford’s 
staff, Brevet Major Henry 
Spalding of the 104th Foot,  was 
detailed to garrison the mission 
station. It had been turned into a 
supply depot and hospital at the 
time.

On 20 January, after recon-
naissance patrolling and build-
ing of a track for its wagons, 
Chelmsford’s column marched 
to Isandlwana, approximately 
9.7 km to the east, leaving be-
hind the small garrison.  A large 
company of the 2nd/3rd Natal 
Native Contingent (NNC) under 

Captain William Stevenson was 
ordered to remain at the post 
to strengthen the garrison. This 
company numbered between 
100 and 350 men.

Captain Thomas Rainforth’s 
G Company of the 1st/24th Foot 
was ordered to move up from its 
station at Helpmekaar, 16 km to 
the southeast, after its own re-
lief arrived, to further reinforce 
the position. Later that evening 
a portion of the No. 2 Column 
under Brevet Colonel Anthony 
Durnford, late of the Royal En-
gineers, arrived at the drift and 
camped on the Zulu bank, where 
it remained through the next day.

Late on the evening of 21 Jan-
uary, Durnford was ordered to 
Isandlwana, as was a small de-
tachment of No. 5 Field Compa-
ny, Royal Engineers, command-
ed by Lieutenant John Chard, 
which had arrived on the 19th 
to repair the pontoons which 
bridged the Buffalo River.

Chard rode ahead of his de-
tachment to Isandlwana on the 
morning of 22 January to clari-
fy his orders, but was sent back 
to Rorke’s Drift with only his 
wagon and its driver to construct 
defensive positions for the ex-
pected reinforcement company, 
passing Durnford’s column en 
route in the opposite direction.

At about noon on the 22nd, 
Major Spalding left the mis-
sion stattion, en route to Helme-

STAND FAST: The Defence of Rorke’s Drift. A paining by Alphonse de Neuville.

kaar. He wanted to ascertain the 
whereabouts of Rainforth’s G 
Company, which was now over-
due. He left Chard in temporary 
command.

Chard rode down to the drift 
itself where the engineers’ camp 
was located. Soon thereafter 
Lieutenant Gert Adendorff of 
the 1st/3rd NNC and a trooper 
from the Natal Carbineers ar-
rived. The news the bore was not 
good.

Lord Chelmsford’s force had 
been attacked by the Zulus at 
Isandlwana. Of the 1,837 Brit-
ish troops, over 1,300 had been 
killed. The British Army had 
suffered its worst defeat against 
an indigenous foe with vastly in-
ferior military technology.

There was more bad news. 
Part of the Zulu impi was head-
ing for the mission station.

Upon hearing this news, 
Chard, Bromhead, and another 
of the station’s officers, Acting 

Assistant Commissary James 
Dalton (of the Commissariat and 
Transport Department), held a 
quick meeting to decide the best 
course of action – whether to at-
tempt a retreat to Helpmekaar or 
to defend their current position. 

Dalton pointed out that a small 
column, travelling in open coun-
try and burdened with carts full 
of hospital patients, would be 
easily overtaken and defeated 
by a numerically superior Zulu 
force, and so it was soon agreed 
that the only acceptable course 
was to remain and fight.

Preparing the defences
Once the decision had been 

made to stand and fight, Chard 
and Bromhead began preparing 
defences.

They had about 400 men un-
der them and the constructed a 
perimeter from mealie bags. Fir-
ing holes were knocked through 
the external walls of buildings 

and the external doors were bar-
ricaded with furniture.

At about 15h30, a mixed troop 
of about 100 Natal Native Horse 
(NNH) under Lieutenant Alfred 
Henderson arrived at the station 
after having retreated in good or-
der from Isandlwana. They vol-
unteered to picket the far side of 
the Oscarberg, the large hill that 
overlooked the station and from 
behind which the Zulus were ex-
pected to approach. 

Chard had at that stage a rea-
sonable force of men under him: 
Bromhead’s B Company, Ste-
venson’s large NNC company, 
Henderson’s NNH troop, and 
various others (most of them 
hospital patients, but ‘walking 
wounded’) drawn from various 
British and colonial units. Ad-
endorff also stayed, while the 
trooper who had ridden in with 
him galloped on to warn the gar-
rison at Helpmekaar.

The approaching Zulu force 
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was far larger, numbering be-
tween 3,000 and 4,000 men. 
Referred to as the Undi Corps, 
they were a reserve that had not 
been committed at the Battle of 
Isandlwana.

Most Zulu warriors were 
armed with an assegai (short 
spear) and a shield made of 
cowhide. Some of them had old 
muskets and antiquated rifles. 
Their marksmanship was how-
ever poor, and the quality and 
supply of power and shot was 
not worth mentioning.

At this stage the Undi Corps 
was being led by Prince Dabu-
lamanzi kaMpande (half-brother 
of Cetshwayo kaMpande, the 
Zulu king). Prince Dabulamanzi 
was considered rash and aggres-
sive, and this characterisation 
was borne out by his violation 
of King Cetshwayo’s order to 
act only in defence of Zululand 
against the invading British sol-
diers and not carry the war over 
the border into enemy territory.

The battle begins
The battle began at about 

16h20 when NNH troops under 
Lieutenant Henderson briefly en-
gaged the vanguard of the main 
Zulu force behind the Overberg.

The NNH troops were tired 
from the battle at Isandlwana 
and the retreat to Rorke’s Drift. 
They were also low on both car-
bine ammunition and morale.

They departed for Helpme-
kaar and Henderson reported to 
Chard that the enemy was close 
and that “his men would not 
obey his orders but were going 
off to Helpmekaar”. Henderson 
then followed his departing men.

Upon witnessing the retreat of 
Henderson’s NNH troop, Cap-
tain Stevenson’s NNC company 

HAND TO HAND: A scene from the film ‘Zulu’. See this months 
movie review.

abandoned their post and fled. 
They were followed by Cap-
tain Stevenson and some of his 
colonial NCOs. A few British 
soldiers fired after them, killing 
Corporal William Anderson.

With the Zulus now rapidly 
approaching the mission station, 
the garrison had now been re-
duced to between 154 and 156 
men. Of these, only Bromhead’s 
company could be considered 
a proper unit - and of these, 39 
were actually patients at the hos-
pital.

Chard quickly made modifica-
tions to the defences. He gave 
orders that biscuit boxes be used 
to construct a wall through the 
middle of the post in order to 
make possible the abandonment 
of the hospital side of the station 
if the need arose.

At about 16h30 the Zulus at-
tacked the south wall, which 
joined the hospital and the store-
house. The Zulus were 460 
metres away when the British 
opened fire.

The majority of the attack-
ing Zulu force swept around to 
attack the north wall, while a 
few took cover and were either 
pinned down by continuing Brit-
ish fire or retreated to the terrac-

es of Oscarberg. There they be-
gan a harassing fire of their own. 
As this occurred, another Zulu 
force swept on to the hospital 
and northwestern wall.

Those British on the barri-
cades - including Dalton and 
Bromhead - were soon engaged 
in fierce hand-to-hand fighting.

Defence of the hospital
Chard realised that the north 

wall, under near constant Zulu 
attack, could not be held. At 6:00 
pm, he pulled his men back into 
the yard, abandoning the front 
two rooms of the hospital in the 
process. The hospital was be-
coming untenable; as the loop-
holes had become a liability: 
rifles poking out were grabbed 
at by the Zulus, yet if the holes 
were left empty, the Zulu war-
riors stuck their own weapons 
through in order to fire into the 
rooms. 

Privates Horrigan, John Wil-
liams, Joseph Williams and 
other patients tried to hold the 
hospital entrance with rifles and 
fixed bayonets. Joseph Williams 
defended a small window, and 
14 dead Zulus were later found 
beneath that window. 

As it became clear the front 

of the building was being taken 
over by Zulus, John Williams 
began to hack a way of escape 
through the wall dividing the 
central room and a corner room 
in the back of the hospital. As 
he made a passable breach, the 
door into the central room came 
under furious attack from the 
Zulus, and he only had time to 
drag two bedridden patients out 
before the door gave way.

The corner room that John 
Williams had pulled the two 
patients into was occupied by 
Private Hook and another nine 
patients. John Williams hacked 
at the wall to the next room with 
his pick-axe, as Hook held off 
the Zulus. A firefight erupted as 
the Zulus fired through the door 
and Hook returned fire. 

Williams made the hole big 
enough to get into the next 
room, which was occupied only 
by patient Private Waters, and 
dragged the patients through. 
The last man out was Hook, 
who killed some Zulus who 
had knocked down the door be-
fore he dived through the hole. 
John Williams once again went 
to work, spurred on by the fact 
that the roof was now ablaze, as 
Hook defended the hole and Wa-
ters continued to fire through a 
loophole.

After fifty minutes, the hole 
was large enough to drag the pa-
tients through, and the men– save 
Privates Waters and Beckett, 
who hid in the wardrobe (Waters 
was wounded and Beckett died 
of assegai wounds)– were now 
in the last room, being defended 
by Privates Robert Jones and 
William Jones. From here, the 
patients clambered out through 
a window and then made their 
way across the yard to the bar-

ricade.
Of the eleven patients, nine 

survived the trip to the barricade, 
as did all the able-bodied men.

The evacuation of the burning 
hospital completed the shorten-
ing of the perimeter. As night 
fell, the Zulu attacks grew stron-
ger. The cattle kraal came under 
renewed assault and was evacu-
ated by 22h00, leaving the re-
maining men in a small bastion 
around the storehouse. 

Throughout the night, the 
Zulus kept up a constant as-
sault against the British posi-
tions; Zulu attacks only began to 
slacken after midnight, and they 
finally ended by 02h00, being 
replaced by a constant harass-
ing fire from Zulu firearms until 
04h00.

By that time, the garrison had 
suffered fourteen dead. Two oth-
ers were mortally wounded and 
eight more – including Dalton 
– were seriously wounded. Al-
most every man had some kind 
of wound. They were all ex-
hausted, having fought for the 
better part of ten hours and were 
running low on ammunition. Of 
20,000 rounds in reserve at the 
mission, only 900 remained.

The Aftermath
As dawn broke, the British 

could see that the Zulus were 
gone; all that remained were the 
dead and severely wounded.  At 
roughly 07h00, an Impi of Zulus 
suddenly appeared, and the Brit-
ish manned their positions again.

No attack materialised how-
ever, as the Zulus had been on 
the move for six days prior to the 
battle and had not eaten prop-
erly for two. In their ranks were 
hundreds of wounded, and they 
were several days’ march from 

any supplies. Soon after their ap-
pearance, the Zulus left the way 
they had come.

At around 08h00, another 
force appeared, and the redcoats 
left their breakfast to man their 
positions again. However, the 
force turned out to be the van-
guard of Lord Chelmsford’s re-
lief column.

17 of the defenders were killed 
and 15 wounded. The Zulus suf-
fered 351 confirmed killed and 
about 500 wounded.

Eleven Victoria Crosses were 
awarded to the defenders of 
Rorke’s Drift, seven of them to 
soldiers of the 2nd/24th Foot 
– the most ever received for a 
single action by one regiment 
(although not, as commonly 
thought, the most awarded in 
a single action or the most in a 
day: sixteen were awarded for 
actions at the Battle of Inkerman, 
on 5 November 1854; twenty-
eight were awarded as a result of 
the Second Relief of Lucknow, 
14–22 November 1857). Four 
Distinguished Conduct Medals 
were also awarded.

Awarded the Victoria Cross
• Lieutenant John Rouse  

Merriott Chard
• Lieutenant Gonville  

Bromhead
• Corporal William Wilson  

Allen
• Private Frederick Hitch
• Private Alfred Henry Hook
• Private Robert Jones
• Private William Jones
• Private John Williams
• Surgeon James Henry  

Reynolds
• Acting Assistant Commis-

sary James Langley Dalton
• Corporal Christian Ferdi-

nand Schiess
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Cry havoc and let slip the dogs of war. 
Although in this case Matt O’ Brien is 
more a mangy mutt than a thoroughbred 
as he plans to overthrow a dictator with 
his force of motley mercenaries.

Way back in the mid 
1990s I used to play 
a game called Jagged 

Alliance. It was a turn-based 
game, the graphics were not 
that great, but damn it was fun 
to play

Then, in 2012, a revamped 
version of the game, “Jagged 
Alliance: Back in Action”, was 
released. While the game is 
now six years old, it’s still a lot 
of fun to play.

The concept of the game is 
that the king of a fictitious is-
land called Arulco has been 
overthrown by his wife, Queen 
Dedriana. She is not a nice lady 
by any means. The king wants 
his crown back, and he has 
hired you to do the job.

You begin the game with a 
laptop and a budget. The first 
thing you need to do is go onto 
a website called AIM. This 
stands for Association of Inter-
national Mercenaries. 

There are a large number of 
mercenaries available to choose 
from. Each of them comes with 
a background story and certain 
attributes and skills.

The attributes are: agility, 
dexterity, strength, intelligence, 
and perception. The skills are: 
medical, explosives, mechani-
cal, marksmanship, and stealth.

You can have up to six mer-
cenaries in a squad, and you can 

Gaming

have up to three squads. You 
can contact each mercenary via 
a video call on the AIM web-
site. You can then hire them or 
hang up the call.

Now the obvious thing to do 
is hire the best 18 mercenaries, 
and off you go. Nope, that’s not 
going to happen.

First of all, some mercenar-
ies may not be currently avail-
able. They may already be on 
an assignment somewhere, and 
you’ll have to wait until they 
are available before you can 
hire them.

Then there’s your budget. 
The better mercenaries do not 
come cheap. When you start 
the game there is no ways that 
you can afford them. And even 
if you can afford them, many of 
them will refuse to work with 
you. They consider you an am-
ateur and a danger to yourself. 
When you’ve earned a bit of a 
reputation they may then con-
sider working for you.

So you’ll probably end up 
starting with two or three mer-
cenaries that would battle to 
shoot themselves in the foot.

Your first objective is to cap-
ture Drassen Airport. The map 
of the island is divided up into 
sectors and you will need to 
capture them to control them.

Drassen is vital. This is where 
new mercenaries will arrive and 

where any new weapons, am-
munition and equipment will be 
delivered.

Talking about weapons and 
the like, each mercenary has a 
load-out screen. This is where 
you will equip them. There are 
slots for headgear (helmet, bush 
hat, beret, etc), eye wear such 
as night vision or sunglasses, 
shirt, pants, footwear, and pro-
tection gear such as a Kevlar 
vest and pants.

There are also three weap-
on slots and 15 slots for other 
equipment. The range of weap-
ons is vast. They range from 
knives, axes, machetes, pistols, 
revolvers, submachine guns, as-
sault rifles, light machine guns, 
sniper rifles, and rocket launch-
ers. Some weapons can be fitted 
with items such as silencers or 
scopes.

Other items include ev-
erything from grenades (HE, 
smoke, stun & gas), first aid 
kits, medical kits, weapon 
cleaning kits, tool box, explo-
sives, lock pick kit, crowbar 
and much more.

You will want to equip your 
team with the best weapons and 
gear. This costs money. You can 
loot the corpses of enemies and 
often you will find ‘cases’ with 
items in them. But the real good 
stuff needs to be bought.

There are various merchants 

around that buy and sell stuff. 
Their stock is often limited. The 
best place to buy stuff is online 
at Bobby Ray’s Guns. He has a 
wide range of stock to choose 
from, but it comes at a cost. You 
order what you want from him, 
pay for it, and he will deliver 
it to Drassen Airport. This will 
often take a few days. You can 
pay extra for priority delivery.

When putting a team together 
you need to make sure that it is 
balanced. A mercenary with a 
high marksmanship value will 
be excellent in combat or for 
long range sniping. While all 
mercenaries are able to patch 
themselves up with a first aid 
kit, those with high medical 
skills will be able to treat se-
rious wounds with a medical 
kit. The last thing you want is 
for one of your better mercs to 
bleed out because there is no-
one able to treat them.

A mercenary with high explo-
sive skills can defuse landmines 
or use an explosive charge to 

take down a door or wall.
Weapons and equipment will 

deteriorate with use, to the 
point where weapons will jam. 
A merc with high mechanical 
skills can repair them or make 
modifications to them. They are 
also able to pick locks.

The game play consists of two 
parts. You can give your team 
orders to move to a certain lo-
cation on the map, and off they 
go. When there are enemy near-
by you enter the combat phase 
of the game.

You can use a pause function 
to give each member of your 
team specific orders, such as 
go prone, crawl to there, aim at 
that enemy, and fire.

When you kill all the enemy 
in an area you take control of it. 
But be aware that they will of-
ten launch a counter-attack and 
retake an area.

Jagged Alliance is a pretty 
decent game that will keep you 
occupied for hours.

With each mercenary having 

Publisher - Kalypso
Genre - RTS
Score - 8.5/10
Price - R219 (on Steam)

their own unique characteris-
tics, it means that each team 
will be different. Some of them 
refuse to work with each other 
because of past incidents.

Jagged Alliance is well worth 
the price.

https://youtu.be/8QkwY1lpzY0
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Movie Review Book Review

Zulu
Released in 1964, Zulu 

was directed by Ameri-
can screenwriter Cy 

Endfield and produced by Stan-
ley Baker and Endfield.

The film stars Stanley Baker 
and introduces Michael Caine, 
in his first major role, with a 
supporting cast that includes 
Jack Hawkins, Ulla Jacobsson, 
James Booth, Nigel Green, Paul 
Daneman, Glynn Edwards, Ivor 
Emmanuel and Patrick Magee.

Another interesting role is 
that of the Zulu king, Cetsh-
wayo kaMpande. He is played 
by a young Mangosuthu Buthe-
lezi. Cetshwayo was acutally 
Buthelezi’s great grandfather.

The opening and closing nar-
ration is spoken by Richard 
Burton.

The film was first shown on 
the 85th anniversary of the ac-
tual battle, 22 January 1964 at 
the Plaza Theatre in the West 
End of London. In 2017 a poll 
of 150 actors, directors, writers, 
producers and critics for Time 
Out magazine ranked it the 93rd 
best British film ever.

The film depicts the Battle 
of Rorke’s Drift on 22 January, 
1879.

The British have just suffered 
a major defeat at the Battle of 
Isandlwana. Now a group of 
between 3,000 and 4,000 Zulu 
warriors are heading for the 
mission station at Rorke’s Drift.

It is being used as a supply 
depot and hospital, defended by 
only 150 men, many of whom 

are wounded.
The garrison is under the com-

mand of Lieutenant John Chard 
(Stanley Baker) of the Royal 
Engineers. Lieutenant Gonville 
Bromhead (Michael Caine), an 
infantry officer, is rather put out 
to find himself subordinate to 
an engineer due to the latter’s 
slightly earlier commission.

Realising that they can-
not outrun the Zulu army with 
wounded soldiers, Chard de-
cides to make a stand at the 
station, using wagons, sacks of 
mealie, and crates of ship’s bis-
cuit to form a defensive perim-
eter.

The Zulus attack the mission 
station from all sides. Through-
out the day and night, wave af-
ter wave of Zulu attackers are 
repelled. The Zulus succeed in 
setting fire to the hospital, lead-
ing to intense fighting between 
British patients and Zulu war-
riors as the former try to escape 
the flames. Private Henry Hook 
(James Booth) takes charge and 
successfully leads the patients 
to safety.

The next morning, the Zulus 
approach to within several hun-
dred yards and begin singing a 
war chant; the British respond 
by singing “Men of Harlech”. 
In the final assault, just as it 
seems the Zulus will finally 
overwhelm the tired defenders, 
the British soldiers fall back to 
a small redoubt constructed out 
of mealie bags. With a reserve 
of soldiers hidden within the 

redoubt, they form into three 
ranks and seamlessly fire vol-
ley after volley, inflicting heavy 
casualties; the Zulus withdraw. 

This last part didn’t actually 
happen, but other than that the 
film is a fairly accurate portray-
al of events.

The film ends with another 
narration by Richard Burton, 
listing the eleven defenders 
who received the Victoria Cross 
for the defence of Rorke’s Drift, 
the most awarded to a regiment 
in a single action up to that time.

If you have never had the 
chance to see Zulu, you should. 
It’s still well worth watching 
and it is available on DVD.

Click on the poster about to 
watch the trailer of the film.

Beyond No Mean Soldier
THE EXPLOSIVE RECOLLECTIONS OF A FORMER SPECIAL FORCES OPERATOR - PETER MCALEESE

Peter McAleese needs little 
introduction... His classic book 
No Mean Soldier was an imme-
diate bestseller and set the bar 
for the modern military memoir. 
Few have since met its match. 
This completely revised and 
expanded edition sees a philo-
sophical McAleese revisiting 
his time with Britain’s Parachute 
Regiment, the SAS, Rhodesia’s 
SAS and the South African De-
fence Force’s 44 Para Brigade. 
Oh, and a few other adventures 
in and between - Colombia, 
private military companies and 
near fatal skydiving accidents; 
mercenary, soldier of fortune or 
flawed ideologist?

Now’s your time to consider 
this and more - as has McAleese 
himself. It’s a compelling read - 
and with the addition of previ-
ously unpublished photos from 
McAleese’s private collection, 
there’s no other way to describe 
it. Beyond No Mean Soldier 
does exactly that, going deep 
and further beyond the experi-
ence of No Mean Soldier. Over 
many months and into the early 
hours, McAleese reflected on 
his wide and expansive expe-
riences - the men he’s served 
with and the operations he’d 
conducted. Here in startling 
detail are the Aden insurgency, 
covert operations with the Rho-
desian SAS and one of the first 
ever operational HALO inserts 
in British military history. Heart 
pumping assaults on SWAPO 

positions with 44 Para’s Path-
finder Company and the sheer 
terror of flawed mercenary 
operations in Angola with the 
likes of ‘Colonel Callan’; near 
death in Colombia when an as-
sassination attempt went terri-
bly wrong. McAleese recounts 
all of this with amazing clarity 
and even more humility. ‘I’m 
just an ordinary person who 
happened to find himself doing 
extraordinary things’ he says. 
Yes, perhaps that’s true to a 
point, but what rides through all 
of McAleese’s narrative is his 
total commitment to the profes-
sion of arms - soldiering.

His attention to detail, his 
consummate knowledge of 
military skills from field craft 
to skill at arms; airborne opera-
tions to the tactics of small unit 
SAS operations.... All of this 
echoed by the commentary of 
the numerous individuals that 
served with McAleese.

From around the world, doz-
ens have contributed perspec-
tive, commentary and reflec-
tion. “Pete does not take fools 
gladly and this is based upon 
his comprehensive combat ex-
perience where idiots will cause 
casualties” Alistair Macken-
zie - Former 22 SAS Officer. 
“I managed to get myself into 
some very nasty but also ex-
citing scraps while latching on 
to the Pathfinders to see how 
they were shaping up as the so-
called ‘Philistines’. They did 

excellently while under fire, 
proof that Peter’s selection and 
training regime paid high divi-
dends” Colonel Jan Breyten-
bach - Former Commander 44 
Para Brigade Pathfinder Com-
pany, Founder 32 Battalion. 
These are just two of the contri-
butions featured in Beyond No 
Mean Soldier. In an age where 
we debate courage and leader-
ship, it’s all here. Go Beyond 
No Mean Soldier, it will cer-
tainly change the way you see 
soldiering.

320 pages with 90 photos

Price - R525.00

Available from
Bush War Books

https://youtu.be/JNV2M-WOgMM
https://www.warbooks.co.za/products/beyond-no-mean-soldier-the-explosive-recollections-of-a-former-special-forces-operator-peter-mcaleese%3Fvariant%3D46731052867
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On the lighter side

Old School
Imagine if the South African youth of today were conscripted and they had to do na-
tional service. How would they cope? We compare them to the youth of yesteryear.

Not long ago I was spend-
ing an evening with 
some of my friends. All 

of them are military veterans 
and served either in the perma-
nent force or the citizen force.

As is always the case, the 
conversation turned to our time 
spent in the military. One of 
my friends posed the question, 
“I wonder how the youth of to-
day would handle national ser-
vice.” This led to an interesting 
debate that became even more 
interesting as the bottle of rum 
decreased.

I’m sure that most of our read-
ers that did national service at 
some stage will remember the 
day when ‘that’ letter arrived.

Inside the brown envelope 
was a cunningly disguised invi-
tation to spent a year (later two 
years) all expenses paid holiday 
with the South African Defence 
Force. It was also know as “in-
structions to report for national 
service.”

Most people did as they were 
told and reported at the indicat-
ed time and place. There were a 
few conscientious objectors of 
course, but if you didn’t report 
for your call up you would face 
be arrested and put in prison for 
a few years. And not a civilian 
prison either, but in military de-
tention.

”I don’t think the kids of to-
day have the same respect for 
authority as we did,” said Steve.

“I don’t know about respect 
for authority,” said Dave. “I 
think it was more a case of fear 
of authority. I think that today 
most of them would just ignore 
their call up.”

We did agree that the youth of 
today have a number of things 
that we never had when we 
were their age.

Telephone Tech
National servicemen were of-

ten called up for training a long 
way from home. The only way 
of staying in touch with loved 
ones was via letters or the tele-
phone. Dave remembers that 
this was not as easy as it sounds.

“We had four coin-operated 
public telephones at our base. 
That was it,” he remembers. “I 
would normally try and use the 
phones after supper, before pre-
paring for inspection the next 
morning. The problem was that 
everyone else had the same 
idea.

“I would try and phone my 
parents on a Monday night and 
my girlfriend on a Wednesday 
night. Thursday night was no 
good because Friday mornings 
was the big inspection.”

According to Dave there 

would often be long queues 
waiting to use the phones. And 
getting change for the phone 
was always a problem.

“You have to remember 
that they were coin-operated 
phones. So you would need 
change to use them. I would 
go to the tuck shop at the base 
and buy something small, like 
a chocolate. The old lady that 
ran the tuck shop would always 
moan and bitch that she didn’t 
have change.

“Often you would have to 
wait in a long queue before it 
was your turn. And we had a 
rule that you couldn’t speak for 
longer than three minutes. This 
was so that everyone could get 
a chance.

“The worst was trying to 
speak to your girlfriend. I mean 
you couldn’t exactly be roman-
tic when there was a crowd 
standing behind you listening 
to your every word.”

These days everyone has a 
cellphone. Troops would prob-
ably have to switch them off 
during certain times. Otherwise 
you would get troops answering 
a call while they’re on parade.

The other way of staying in 
touch was through writing let-
ters. This was especially the 
case when troops where on the 
border.

REALLY OLD SCHOOL: An old South African coin-operated 
public telephone booth.

During basic training, troops 
were encouraged to write let-
ters home. In fact at some bases 
it was compulsory.

For some troops, however, 
even writing a letter home was 
a problem. Mark did his nation-
al service at 7 SAI and he re-
members one of his fellow con-
scripts that found the process of 
writing home very traumatic.

“The guy that had the bed 
next to mine was from a farm in 
the middle of nowhere. If I re-
call his name Pieter and he was 
about 17 or 18. 

“At least once a week we 
had to write a letter home and 
it was compulsory. I think the 
army wanted to reassure our 
parents that we were all having 
a wonderful time and enjoying 
our great big adventure,” says 
Mark.

“Pieter’s problem was that he 
was totally illiterate, and I’m 
not having you on. He couldn’t 
read or write a single word. The 
first time we had to write home, 
Pieter sat there with a pen in his 
hand and stared at the writing 
pad as if it were a snake. Even-
tually he turned to me with this 
sad smile on his face.

“Listen Mark,” he would tell 
me. “I don’t write so good. Can 
you help me?”

“I felt so sorry for him. For 
the rest of basics I wrote his 
letters back home for him. He 
would sit and dictate to me, in 
Afrikaans, and I would write 
his letter. When he received 
mail, which was only one let-
ter a week from his parents, I 
would read them out to him. 

“The contents of the letters 
he received from his parents 

were filled with spelling errors 
and the handwriting was really 
terrible. I sometimes battled 
to read what they had written. 
I suspected that his parents 
weren’t all that well educated.

“Talking about education, Pi-
eter was always very evasive 
about where he had done his 
schooling. I don’t think Pieter 
had ever been to school.”

Hardly anyone writes let-
ters these days. Now everyone 
makes use of e-mail, or text 
messages via an SMS or some-
thing like WhatsApp.

“Remember when we were on 
the border,” asks Steve. “You 
would write your letter and then 
put it in an unsealed envelope. 
This because it first had to be 
read by a censor. These days 
youngsters would probably 
claim invasion of privacy.”

“And remember how long it 
could take for a letter to reach 
you,” says Mark. “I did a three 
month camp at Eenhana. About 
two weeks before the camp 
ended I sent a letter home. I 
actually been back home for 
about two weeks before the let-
ter arrived.”

These days everyone expects 
things to be instant. If someone 
sends you an SMS they expect 
a reply within a few minutes.

Clothes maketh the man
Most troops were proud of 

their uniform. Even if you 
weren’t proud, you still made 
sure that you always looked 
smart. Otherwise there would 
be consequences. 

“Remember how strict the 
inspections were,” says Mark. 
“Your uniforms had to be 
cleaned and ironed to perfec-
tion. Otherwise you could end 
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up losing your weekend pass.”
“But the whole thing with 

uniforms started even before 
you went into the army,” says 
Dave. “It started at school.”

“I went to school in the Na-
tal midlands. Back then we still 
used to wear straw bashers. If 
you were outside the classroom, 
then you had to have your bash-
er on your head. If you passed 
any female, irrespective of age 
or colour, you would have to 
doff your basher and say ‘morn-
ing or afternoon mam.’

“And you had to be smartly 
dressed at all times. Even if you 
walked between classrooms 
you had to wear your blazer and 
it had to be buttoned up. You 
were allowed to take it off only 
when you were in the class-
room. And you have no idea 
how hot it got in the midlands 
during summer.”

“I live near a high school 
and I often see kids walking to 
school in the mornings or com-
ing home in the afternoons,” 
says Steve. “Their ties are un-
done or taken off, the top but-
tons are undone, the blazers are 
undone if they even bother to 
wear them, and their shirts are 
hanging out.”

‘I don’t think the youth of 
today would survive an inspec-
tion,” laughs Dave.

Play that funky music
Music played a major part in 

a serviceman’s life. It was one 
of his few contacts with real 
world. In any bungalow or tent 
at least one person would have 
a transistor radio and it bright-
ened up many a long night pre-
paring for inspection. Mark re-
lates his memories.

“About three or four guys 

in our bungalow had radios. 
One of them had a real ‘Ghetto 
Blaster’ and it had fairly decent 
speakers. 

At night we used to listen to 
his radio. Hell, there was some 
good music in those days. I re-
member that one of the songs 
they used to play often was 
‘Dancing Queen’ by Abba. That 
was the time when the ‘Rocky 
Horror Picture Show’ was pop-
ular and they also used to play 
‘Time Warp’ often. 

“Sometimes the radio was 
tuned in to Radio Highveld but 
most of the time though it was 
on Radio 5 (now 5FM). They 
had some damn good deejays 
on Radio 5 in those days. I can 
still remember people like John 
Berks, Peter de Nobrega, and 
Harold West.

“The radio kept us company 
and at night we would be wash-
ing and ironing our clothes, 
cleaning rifles and equipment, 
and polishing the floors, all to 
the music on the radio. I can’t 
remember the name of the dee-
jay who was on Radio 5 on a 
Thursday night but I guess that 
he must have done national ser-
vice at some stage because he 
would always think of us on a 
Thursday night.

“And to all you guys out there 

getting ready for inspection to-
morrow morning, vasbyt and 
hope you pass inspection. This 
next song is just for you guys.”

“We would all cheer like 
crazy. It felt good to know that 
someone out there was thinking 
about us. Those were good dee-
jays, not like some of the ones 
you get today. My grand kids 
listen to Radio 5, or whatever 
they call themselves this week, 
and I recently listened for a few 
minutes. The deejay spent most 
of the time promoting himself 
and his voice sounded as if he 
was hysterical.

“Maybe I’m just getting old, 
but give me the deejays of 
my day anytime. It’s strange, 
but whenever I hear ‘Dancing 
Queen’ I’m instantly transport-
ed back to 1976 and back to the 
Army Gym. Look, I’m not say-
ing that I enjoyed my national 
service, but it does make me 
nostalgic for those days.”

Back then you either listened 
to the radio or to a cassette tape. 
If you were lucky someone 
would have a ‘boom box’, a ra-
dio/cassette with two speakers 
and sometimes even two cas-
sette players.

The only problem is that they 
would go through batteries at a 
phenomenal rate. If you were 

on the border it was often diffi-
cult to get hold of new batteries.

Another problem with being 
on the border is was that it was 
often difficult, of not impossible 
to pick up any radio reception.

“I was in Owamboland in 
1978,” recalls Mark. “The only 
radio station we could pick 
up, on FM or AM, was Radio 
Owambo. The only programme 
they did in English was the Ra-
dio Owambo Top Ten Hit Pa-
rade on a Saturday afternoon.”

National service was such 
an institution in South Africa 
that there were even radio pro-
grammes dedicated to the topic, 
as Steve explains.

“I did my national service in 
the navy and did basics at SAS 
Saldanha. I remember that there 
was a show on Radio 5 called 
‘Stand at Ease’ and it was done 
by a woman named Marie Van 
Zyl.

“ It was a request programme
and people would write to 

Marie Van Zyl and she would 
then read out the messages. 
It would be stuff such as, “To 

my son Rifleman Harry Brown 
somewhere on the border, vas-
byt and keep yourself safe be-
cause we all love you. To my 
boyfriend and love of my life 
Private Johan van der Merwe 
in Grootfontein. I love you and 
can’t wait for you to come back. 
It was all very soppy and senti-
mental but a lot of guys listened 
to it.”

These days the youth have 
things such as MP3 players and 
most cellphones can store and 
play hours of music.

The Silver Screen
“When I was on the border 

we had an old 16 mm movie 
projector at our base,” says 
Dave. “That thing was worth its 
weight in gold.”

Of course it was one thing 
having a projector. It was an-
other thing altogether getting 
hold of something to watch on 
it.

“We had a vehicle that would 
drive through to Oshikati ev-
ery Tuesday to collect rations. 
It was known as the ‘Rat Run’. 

The driver would also pick up 
a movie from VTB (Vryetyds-
besteding or Free Time Man-
agement in English).”

The movies would come on 
three large reels. Often the film 
would break and it would be 
stuck together with sticky tape.

“We would park a Buffel and 
then hang a sheet over the side. 
This was our screen on which 
they would show the movie. 
There was a small speaker with 
the projector and most of the 
time the sound quality was poor.

“We would show that same 
movie every night. On a num-
ber of occasions there would 
only be two reels of film. So we 
would have to watch the start 
of the movie and the end, with 
no idea of what happened in the 
middle. Even worse was when 
the last reel was missing.

“I remember a few times 
when they would mix the reels 
up. There would be two reels 
from one movie and then an-
other reel from a completely 
different movie.”

These days there are portable 
DVD players and you can watch 
movies on most smart phones. 
If you have a laptop computer 
you can store quite a few mov-
ies on a memory stick.

Watch the birdie
“How many of you guys still 

have photos from when you 
were in the military,” asked 
Mark.

All of us had to confess that 
we had very few photographs, 
if any.

“I’ve got a photo that was 
taken when I did a staff officers 
course,” says Dave. “Other than 
that I don’t think I have any. 
I think I had one or two, but I 
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have no idea of what happened 
to them.”

“The thing is that you didn’t 
carry a camera around with 
you all the time,” says Mark. “I 
could have taken some brilliant 
pics if I had a camera with me.”

Back then most people would 
use an instamatic camera. You 
would need film for the camera 
and once you had taken your 
photographs you would have to 
have them developed and print-
ed.

“I did take a camera with 
me to the border on one of my 
camps,” says Mark. “I also took 
a lot of film with me. When we 
came back from the border we 
flew out from Grootfontein.

“At the airport our bags were 
searched by the Military Police. 
The found my film and confis-
cated the whole lot. I was so 
bloody angry. It was just pho-
tographs of my mates and stuff 
like that. You’d swear I had 
been taking pictures of secret 
military installations or equip-
ment.”

These days digital cameras 
can take hundreds of photo-
graphs without the need for 
film. Most smart phones can 
take high resolution photo-
graphs can also capture HD 
video and sound.

“Can you image having 
something like a Go Pro cam-
era back then,” says Mark. “I 
would have had a ball with it.”

Keeping yourself entertained
For troops on the border there 

was often little to keep them 
entertained when they were off 
duty.

“We had two things to keep us 
entertained,” says Mark. “We 
had a volley ball and a net. And 

then we had an old, threadbare 
pool table. There was only one 
pool cue that we would have to 
share. But we had hours of fun 
on that pool table.”

These days the youth are 
spoilt for choice. All they need 
is a smart phone and they can 
listen to music, watch movies, 
and play games.

Modern Tech
“I would have killed for some 

of the technology that’s avail-
able now,” says Dave. “Can 
you imagine having something 
like GPS back then?”

“Or how about those drones,” 
says Steve. “My grandson has 
this drone and he uses his smart 
phone to fly the thing. It’s got a 
camera on it that can take still 
photographs or video, and high 
quality at that.

“He can use his phone screen 
to see exactly what the camera 
is seeing. Imagine having one 
of those in the bush. You could 
send it up and have a good look 
at what was in the area.”

We all had to agree that some 
of the new technology would 
have been really helpful back 
then. In fact we were downright 

jealous of some of it.

The Verdict
“I don’t think the youth of 

today would be able to handle 
something like national ser-
vice,” says Mark. “The don’t 
have the same discipline we had 
back then. And the world has 
become such a nanny state.”

The others tended to agree 
with Mark. I, on the other hand, 
felt differently.

Sure, there’s a big difference 
between the youth of today and 
the youth of my generation. But 
I also believe that young peo-
ple can be very resilient if they 
need to be. I think that faced 
with a challenge they will adapt 
and find ways to deal with it

Personally I don’t think we 
will ever see compulsory mili-
tary service in this country 
again. There are times when I 
think that this is a good thing, 
yet times when I’m not that 
sure.

Let me leave you with a quote 
from Charles Dickens’ Tale of 
Two Cities - “It was the best 
of times, it was the worst of 
times.”

Useful links
Every month we will be featuring a few useful links to military websites, newsletters and on-

line magazines. Stuff that we think our readers will appreciate.
Here are two of our favourites. The first one is Nongqai, the unofficial police newsletter for 

veterans of the former South African Police Force and for those interested in Police History. The 
second is Jimmy’s Own, the official newsletter of the South African Signals Association. Click 
on the magazine covers to go to the respective websites.

Quiz Answers
So how did you do with this months quiz? Here are the answers.

1 Maintenance Unit
2 Infantry School
3 1 Signals Regiment
4 3 SAI
5 1 SSB
6 1 SAI
7 Army Gymnasium
8 6 SAI
9 1 Parachute Battalion.
10 Chaplain General
11 WP Command Signals Unit
12 4 Field Artillery Regiment
13 7 Medical Battalion
14 2 Field Engineers Regiment
15 Technical Services School

2 7

9 12

https://issuu.com/hennieheymans
http://www.signalsassociation.org.za/page19.html


E-mail
editor@hipe.co.za

Online Magazines
Flip book magazines with pages 
that can be turned.

E-books
Produced in any electronic 
format required.

2D & 3D Animation
Produced in any video format.

Video Production
Scripting, storyboard, filming and edit-
ing done to any video format required. 
We also do aerial and underwater video 
and stills.

If you’re thinking digital media then think Hipe Media.

Still Photography


