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BATTLECRY! DECEMBER 2022 
 

Ho Ho Ho, Everyone, 
Here we are at almost the end of 2022. What a year it has been. A new Top Table and Sub-
Committee inducted in August, incredible fund- raising Moth and social functions which have 
ranged from “amazing” to “best ever”, the Spring-Bash, Remembrance Day, Movember, the 
Joker, Bingo and Darts and Christmas Cheer, too. Sadly, it has also been a year in which 
Battledress Shellhole has lost several of its much-loved Moths. We miss them all dearly at this 
time of the year when family and friends gather, near and far. Their memories will live on with us 
and their laughter will continue to be heard as we remember Absent Friends at New Year’s Eve, 
whilst ringing in the New Year. 

 
Sunset Call to Higher Service 19310 Moth Les Smith 
How very sad to have lost not only a Life Member of Battledress 
Shellhole, but who was considered by Moths,     

          FOFR and friends, a true legend.  
Born on 21 February 1934, Moth Les Smith was married 
to the love of his life, Daphne. Moth Smith, affectionately 
known as “Uncle Les” had a passion for music and whilst 
serving in the Dukes as the OC’s Driver, his love for 
music, especially the trumpet grew as each year passed. 
Moth Les celebrated 70 years of being a member of the 
Dukes military band, becoming its trumpet player and 
before his retirement, its Music Director. Moth Les became a Moth when he 
joined Battledress Shellhole in 1993. A strong supporter of Battledress 
Shellhole’s MOTH and Social functions, with 

Daphne at his side. He became one of the Shellhole’s Life 
Members in 2020 and had his name cast in concrete outside in the 
braai area. A Founder’s Room bar-stool was always regarded as 
“Uncle Les’s seat” and woe betide any “newbie” who thought 
otherwise; just like his parking spot when he arrived to have a 
‘downstairs, then an upstairs’ drink at the Shellhole. He was also a 
regular visitor to the WO, CPO and PO’s Mess (The Southern Floe 
in Fish Hoek) where the gentleman in the red mess jacket would be 



 

 
 
 
 

seen at the Floe’s formal dining-in nights. Another get together where Les would socialise was at 
the Pensioner’s braai’s at Red Barn, as well as participating in many the get-aways that he and 
Daphne enjoyed, either with the Cape Rollers, or the February HMS Birkenhead anniversary in 
Danger Bay. His keen and sometimes wicked sense of humour would have 
listeners enthralled with his many tales and experiences, and always with 
that twinkle in his eyes.  
In the words of Battledress Shellhole’s Commander, “Moth Les Smith was 
a Duke, a soldier, a man of honour, a true friend and in the context of the 
day, a gentleman to the very end.”  Moth Les will be remembered for his 
gentleness, kindness and a musician of note. It was fitting that The Last 
Post was played for him by the Dukes bugler, and the bagpipes played by 
Pipe Major Tony Reis.  He will be sorely missed. 
Commander Moth Ricky de Wet and Padre Errol Sadler paid tribute to The 
Legend and extended the Shellhole’s condolences to his widow, Daphne, 
and his family who attended his memorial service on 21 December 2022.  
 

We Will Remember Him 
 
 
Sick Parade & Welfare, Widows and Friends 
(by the Welfare Officer/Goose, Helen de Wet) 
Thanks to Helen and Commander Moth Ricky de Wet who personally shouldered some very 
difficult times in this year of 2022. The Shellhole experienced the passing to Higher Service of 
Moths Dirk Slingerland, Smudge Smith, Artie Elliot, Gavin Chandler-Cooke and this month, Moth 
Les Smith. A very emotional and stressful year not only for the families and loved ones 
concerned, but for the Shellholes Moths, FOFR, and Friends, too. 
There are a number of members who remain unwell as this year draws to a close. Please keep 
the following in your thoughts and prayers: 
Moth Craig Cruikshank  
Moth Alan Green      
Moth Richard Evans 
Moth Don Oliver 
Moth Bert Sachse 
Moth Jacques Taljaard 
Moth Tony Stopford  
FOFR Alan Godsiff 
FOFR Patrick Bruwer  
FOFR Gladys Currie 
Eileen Cruywagen 
Lynn Laver 
Get well wishes are extended to Moth Glyn Murrell and his wife, Brenda who recently had a 
traumatic experience of a “home invasion”, when thieving opportunists entered their home with 
knives, forcibly taking jewellery and cell phones from them. Please be vigilant and take extra 
care. Not everyone has the season of goodwill, but are rather intent on the redistribution of your 
wealth! 
Thanks go to everyone who provided support and assistance to Ricky and myself this year, 
especially when it has been needed the most, and without having to ask for it. There are so many 
people to thank, and you know who you are. From much needed fundraising efforts of the Moth 



 

 
 
 
 

Morning Market and donations, to the fun social functions, raffle tickets being sold and the superb 
Christmas Cheer event this year. Thank you EVERYONE who helped make 2022 a difference at 
Battledress Shellhole, in particular: Shannon Bright, Norma Galvin, Moth John Lamont, Moth 
Leon Haralambous, Joan Farmer, FOFR Chockie Herring, FOFR John Lewis and if I have left 
anyone off the list, please do not be offended – blame the Rag Bill! 
 
Merry Christmas to you 

 
The Goose  
 
 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays in December 2022 and January 2023. 
 
December   
09 Moth Christo Nel  
18 Danie de Kock (husband of Moth Cindy de Kock)       
19 Moth Alan Green (Milestone 70th) 
24 FOFR Bridget Coney 
 
January 
01 Moth John Lamont 
05 Moth Neil Bright 
06 FOFR Greg Haralambous 
10 Moth Ricky de Wet  
12 FOFR Deon van der Merwe                     
18 Moth Eric Staine 
18 Moth Mike Sellick 
21 Moth Leon Haralambous 
27 Cheryl Howie (wife of Sgt Major Moth Andy Howie) 
 

 
Milestone 80th Birthday Celebration  

– Moth Bert Sachse 
 

Battledress Commander Moth Ricky de Wet presented Moth Bert Sachse 
with a Certificate of Achievement at his Milestone 80th birthday.  
 
Bert’s 80th birthday was celebrated on 19 November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

New Battledress Shellhole Moth - Cindy de Kock  
 

Commander Moth Ricky de Wet inducted the Shellhole’s  newest 
Moth, Cindy de Kock into Battledress Shellhole 
at its Moth monthly meeting on 02 December.  
Born and raised in Paarl, Cindy spread her wings 
after finishing her schooling by spending a 
couple of years in the UK, before returning to 
South Africa in 2002. Cindy applied to join the 
South African Police Force and after completing 
her basic training in Pretoria, she subsequently 
completed training in tactical policing, weaponry 
and survival training. Stationed in Bishop Lavis, 

Cindy quickly progressed from the police charge office to that of Detectives, 
transferring to Khayelitsha to work with CPU/Vispol.  
As the political and violence escalated in the South African townships, Cindy was unable to 
transfer out of Khayelitsha and reluctantly made the decision to leave the SAP for her own 
personal safety, just before she married Danie de Kock in 2005. 
A popular supporter of Battledress Shellhole, Cindy and husband Danie enjoy the social functions 
at the Shellhole and have been regular attendees at the Moth Monthly Meetings. 
 

 
FUND RAISING INITIATIVES 

 
The initial few months of the MOTH 2022/3 calendar year has seen a phenomenal increase in 
fundraising events since the new Play Bill, Helen de Wet, took office. Though the Play Bill is on a 
month’s break, plans are already afoot for next year’s initiatives. Watch out for emails and notices 
on the Founder’s Room Notice Board.  
 
This year was an amazing year of fundraising. The initiatives speak for themselves: the MOTH 
Saturday Morning Market Table; the Joker Draw and other raffles, Bingo and Darts evenings; the 
Spring Bash, and co-ordinating the Remembrance Day Parade and memorial events for Moths 
who had been called to Higher Service this year.  

 
Movember Male Cancer Awareness 
Congratulations to Moth Glyn Murrell who was the 
winner of the Movember 22 challenge held last 
month. A total of R770 was raised and well done all 
Moths, FOFR and Friends for helping raise 
awareness of male cancer issues, and having fun at 
the same time. Below are the Mr & Misses 
Movember for you to have fun with. 
 
What fund raising initiatives will you be getting 
involved in next year. Your Shellhole Needs You! 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Movember 2022 - Hits & Misses 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vin York                   Andy Howie           Patrick O’Reilly           Mike Fields            Ricky de Wet           Roger Farmer  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julie Denham  Robbie Reel     Donald Oliver  Richard Evans  Charlie Phillipson  Adrienne Godsiff 
  
 

 
 
 
 
THE LAST JOKER DRAW OF 2022 
What a great way to start off the New Year in 2023 as there was no winner 
of the Joker Jackpot on 09 December. That means the jackpot will roll over 
with more than R1620+ in jackpot money. Will you be a lucky ticket holder? 
Buy from FOFR John Lewis and be in that first draw in February 2023! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

New MOTH Regalia Available 
 

And you thought you had to be a member of the Joe Slovo, or 
Communist Party to wear red socks. Not so.  ‘Back in the day’ Moths 
were permitted to wear red colour socks on Fridays. These good quality 
SA Legion socks are available for R120 a pair, whilst the embroidered 
Moth badges, for wearing on polo shirts, caps, berets or any other 
suitable apparel are R50 each.  
 
Contact the Battledress Deputy Commander Moth Julie Denham to 
purchase any of the regalia in the photograph (left). 

 
 
 

BATTLEDRESS SHELLHOLE 
CHRISTMAS CHEER 10 DECEMBER 2022 

 
There is simply not enough room to include all the photographs from the 
Christmas Cheer function, which was held on Saturday, 10 December. 
“Best ever”, “Fantastic” “Nothing can top this” – these were just some of 
the descriptions from this year’s Christmas Cheer event. Here are just a 
few photos of the fun that was had. Click on the link below to find a photo 
of yourself, or a group photo you would like to keep/print. Thank you to FOFR Greg 
Haralambous who took the photos and who provided the link.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BJnUxtlt1itqsdtKGMt8uPNt8wZ0ZbUD 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

No Moth or Social Functions in January 2023 
 
The Exco and Sub Committee have worked very hard these last few months 
to make Battledress Shellhole the Shellhole of the Year (again). Everyone 
deserves a well-earned break and as such, there will be no scheduled 
Shellhole Moth, or social functions until February 2023, when the Shellhole’s 
functions will resume. Look out for the Joker, Bingo and Darts and Moth 
Markets but also other fun functions in February, March and June. 
 
From myself, the Rag Bill, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and may the New 

Year be a healthy, safe and joy filled one for one and all in 2023.  
 

Vanessa 
 
 
 
Rag Bill 
Moth Vanessa Chambers 
Email: battledressragbill@gmail.com 
Website: www.moth.org.za 
 

FOUNDERS ROOM OPENING TIMES 
Wednesday 17h00 -21h00 

(Last round called at 20h00) 
Friday 17h00-22h00 

Saturday 13h00 to 20h00 
Sunday and Public Holidays 15h00-19h00 

(Last round called at 18h00) 
Closed Good Friday and Christmas Day 

Monthly Quiz on the first Friday of the month 
(General Knowledge and Musical Quiz is held on 

alternate months) 
Joker Draw on the second Friday of the month 

Bingo on the third Friday of the month 
Darts on the last Friday of the month 

Weekend braais 
The above are normally held every month except in 
the month of January when the Shellhole functions 

are on a break but may change as and when needs be. 
SPORT VIEWING TIMES ARE ON THE SHELLHOLE 

NOTICE BOARD 
Approved opening times will be adjusted for certain events, 

functions and televised sporting events 
as per the Shellhole Notice Board. 

 


