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Hello, Everyone  

How have you enjoyed your mid-winter month of July? It has been another busy month for 
Moths and FOFR; firstly, acknowledging the passing of one of Battledress Shellhole’s Life 
Members, Moth Smudge Smith and celebrating a life well-lived and respected by those who 
attended his memorial on 08 July. (Photographs and memories of Moth Smudge are enclosed 
later in this newsletter). 
Have you asked yourself why we continue to remember World War I and World War II events? 
What about remembering any subsequent wars, like Korea, or the Rhodesia and South 
African Bush wars? Is it because it was drummed into us at school, or because you had to 
fulfil military conscription obligations? Or is it because we remember family members who 
gave their all, so that we could and are here to talk about them today? I would like to think that 
we do want to remember, as opposed to have to remember. Nationalities may differ and 
whichever side won or lost,  history records the unspeakable horrors of cannon-fodder, nerve 
gas, Agent Orange or  chemical warfare, and the few hundred metres of land claimed for 
“Victory!” Such were horrors of the Somme and Delville Wood and the sacrifices made by 
soldiers at the time. Today, we should be no different.  
 
The good news is that despite hardships past and present, there is always cause to celebrate 
in July: weddings, service anniversaries or baby births, as well as another Battledress 
Shellhole function with a delicious meal to look forward to -  none other than Black Tot Day! 
Did you book and pay for what will be another memorable Battledress event on 30 July? No? 
That’s a shame, as it is another completely sold out function.  
 
Perhaps you will have better luck next month with the Joker Draw on 12 August, but look out 
for the other social functions this month. You do not want to miss any of them. 
 

  
 
 Sunset Call 
We give thanks for the blessings that no further calls to Higher Service were 

received for Battledress Moths, or FOFR this month.  
 

SICK PARADE  
With it being mid-winter, many people are experiencing sniffles, sneezes and coughs. However, if 
you feel, it is something far more serious, do get checked out. Special thoughts and best wishes 
go out to our Moths and FOFR who are not currently in good health. Thanks to Padre Moth Errol 
Sadler, and to Helen “The Goose” de Wet who continue to be in contact with people who are 
struggling health wise, or just to make sure you are behaving yourselves. Please keep the 
following in your thoughts: 
Moth Training Officer John Lamont  
Moth Les Smith  
Moth Richard Evans 
Moth Don Oliver  
FOFR John Lewis       
FOFR Alan Godsiff  
Sometimes, there are people who do not want to share news about their health, good or poor, and 
that must be respected, and because of pride, or that they do not “want to be a burden”. But, if you 
know of anyone in real need, in a desperate situation, please do get in touch. Help is available.  
See also Moth Widows and Friends later in the newsletter. 
 
 



 
 

Birthday Greetings 
Happy Birthday greetings to the following Moths, FOFR and their Spouses/Partners who 
celebrate birthdays in July and August: 
 
July 
05 Moth Albert Massyn 
08 Moth Greg Hutchinson 
10 Moth Alan Hopfeldt 
20 Moth Tony Stopford 
22 Moth Vanessa Chambers 
27 Moth Warren Cowan 
28 FOFR John Lewis 
29 Moth Julie Denham 
August 
03 Nicole Stopford (wife of Moth Tony Stopford) 
09 Norma Galvin CGC (wife of Adjutant Moth Keith Galvin) 
17 Moth Donald Grove 
21 Padre Moth Errol Sadler 
24 Brenda Murrell (wife of Moth Glyn Murrell) 
28 Pat Smith (widow of Moth Smudge Smith) 
 
Many happy returns to you all and have a wonderful happy, healthy and memorable year 
ahead.  
 
 
Wedding Anniversary Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Battledress Pay Bill Moth Warren Cowan and wife, 
Karen on their wedding anniversary. 
 
Also celebrating their 53rd wedding anniversary are  
Moth John Lamont and his wife, Denise.  
 

Congratulations to both couples and may there be many more anniversaries to be 
shared. 
 
Great Grandparents – Moth Glyn & Brenda Murrell 

     Moth Glyn Murrell and wife, Brenda have become great 
     Grandparents for the fourth time to a baby boy – Thomas 
     Albert Myburgh – born in Christchurch, New Zealand.  
       
     Many congratulations to you both.  
 

 
 
Snippet: RAF Bomber Found After 80 Years 
In an almost intact condition, the wreck of an RAF bomber has been discovered on the 
seabed off the coast of Sicily. After missing for more than 80 years, the plane which 
disappeared on 15 June 1942 has been found. The Martin 187 Baltimore bomber lay  
1 600 feet beneath the sea until it was discovered by chance by divers viewing camera 
footage from a robot submarine. A commemoration ceremony was held by the crew of 
the boat, which spotted the wreck on the seabed.  
 



 
 

 
Moth Service Tie Presentations:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moth Albert Massyn – 30 years; Commander Ricky De Wet 10 years and Moth Leon 
Haralambous 5 years - receiving his 5 Year Service tie from Moth Charlie 
Phillipson, as part of a tradition to pass on a tie to the next Moth qualifying for the 
same years service. 
                                                    
TRAINING by Training Officer Moth John Lamont 
Moth John Lamont is back on his feet after undergoing a hip replacement operation last 
month. Well done Moth Lamont, it is good to have you back at Battledress Shellhole. 

Over the next few months I would like to draw all of our members, both MOTHs and Friends of 
the Shellhole to one of the most important members of the Shellhole.  The Shellhole Sergeant 
Major. 

The Sergeant Major is a key member in the life of the Shellhole and it is vital that every 
member of the Shellhole, that both MOTH and Friend of the Shellhole must respect and 
understand.  The Sergeant Major must keep the spirit of the Shellhole high and ensure that 
cheerful banter never becomes malicious badgering causing bitter factionalism.  

However, respect is not a right or mere badge of office, as can be understood by reading the 
following extract from the Training Manual: 

SHELLHOLE SERGEANT MAJOR (SM)  

The actual paramilitary requirements of this post are small in comparison to 
the more general duties of the Sergeant Major. He is probably the best 
known character in the Shellhole and should be a Moth who has a good 
sense of humour so that he can smile when he is jokingly ragged by the 
members and yet tough enough to control them when required. He must be 
a diplomat, as he will be required to give orders to young Moths as well as 
real old veterans. Defaulter parades should be well controlled but at the 
same time fairly humorous, with trumped-up charges if necessary. It is one 
job in the Shellhole where you can enjoy yourself without having a lot of 

responsibility, other than seeing that the Blokes enjoy and behave themselves. From the 
foregoing you can see that if you are the type of Moth who likes to go to the Shellhole for the 
enjoyment you get out of it, plus you have a sense of humour and want to become more 
involved in Mothing, without having the added responsibility dealt out to those at the top table, 
then you are the right Moth for the SM’s Post. 



 
 

Memorial 08 July – Moth Richard Thomas “Smudge” Smith 
On Friday 08 July, Battledress Shellhole bade 

farewell to a Moth 
legend, Moth Smudge 
Smith. Born on 17 
November 1936, 
Smudge had always 
had a calling for the 
sea and at monthly 
meetings he could always be heard singing “Old sailors 
never die … they simply sail away”. At the age of 15 
years old, he joined The Ganges and equipping himself 

admirally (no pun intended), his career on the ocean wave was set. Smudge’s father had 
been a medic in World War II and at one stage his 
parents found themselves moving to Austria, but 
Smudge who had grown up in Falmouth, Cornwall, had 
different ideas. Smudge joined The Ganges, a boy’s 
naval training facility, led to his subsequent career in 
the Royal Navy, living in England and in Scotland, and 
“seeing the world”. In 1988, on a blind date, he met Pat 
Kotinas, whose daughter, Paula, had arranged the 

blind date for them. They made 
an immediate impression on 
each other and although they 
only saw each other over three weekends, they “courted” through 
written letters whilst Smudge was at sea. They tied the knot six 
months later in Simon’s Town. They lived in Saldanha for three 
years until Smudge retired from the navy, and sharing a love of 
travel, the Smith’s bought a motor home and spent their new lives 
touring new countries, abroad as well as throughout South Africa 
in their 33 years of marriage.  
It was a memorial to be remembered: not just because of the 
standing-room-only number of attendees, nor the service presided 

over by Padre Moth Errol Sadler and Commander Ricky de Wet; nor the heart-felt 
eulogies spoken by Smudge’s family; but in death, as in his life, Moth Smudge Smith was 
checking to see whether Moths were wearing their tin hats at his memorial. 
 

We Will Remember Him 
 

Note: Smudge was a great supporter of BINGO! Should anyone be interested in 
attending Friday bingo evenings, Moth Julie Denham, who has inherited Smudge’s 
bingo cards and counters, is prepared to continue with the Friday evening game, 
should there be sufficient interest. Please contact Moth Julie Denham at 
battledress.shellhole@gmail.com 
 
Moth Widows & Friends by “The Goose” 
It has been quite a month for Battledress Shellhole in one way or another, and it goes 
without saying that again it has been one of the busiest times for Ricky and myself, but 
you are all so close to us and are always in our thoughts . 
Firstly, let me say that I always believe in thanking those people who assist me in looking 
good – even though for once my report is only 10 days late. Even the Rag Bill is 
impressed. 



 
 

Thank You 
Let me not digress from my list of HUGE thank yous to the people who have been 
invaluable in their assistance and who consistently work extremely hard. We do laugh 
and have fun along the way but let me say I can never do any of the work people have 
come to expect at the functions/events without you and your support of Battledress 
Shellhole. In particular, I want to thank the following:  
Adjutant Moth Keith Galvin  
Thank you for always and timeously sending out emails on my behalf. Professionalism at 
its best. 
Pay Bill Moth Warren Cowan 
Thank you for putting time aside to go through the various and many payments with me. 
Commander Moth Ricky de Wet 
I do not know how you cope: you carry tables, collect food from Saveur and amongst so 
many other things because you know if you do it, it will be done and done right. In 
addition, you always find time to help me and your support of me is unwavering. I can 
never thank you enough. 
To “everyone” else who is available to assist, often at short notice and for long hours at a 
time, who are prepared to volunteer for anything and everything, again I can never thank 
you enough. These are the amazing members of the ‘Kitchen Crew’ at functions and 
events, in general: 
Shannon Bright (wife of Moth Neil Bright)  
A special thank you for assisting with the setting of tables, ensuring food is correctly 
warmed up and the clearing of tables. In particular, Shannon also assists at memorial 
services, MMA meetings and takes inventory. She is also the person to give me advice 
and to whom I listen to.  
Norma Galvin (wife of Adjutant Keith Galvin)  
Along with Shannon Bright, Norma works SO hard in the kitchen and can always be 
counted on to assist with serving meals with professional aplomb. Both Shannon and 
Norma do the work without so much as a please or a thank you from some people and 
who also think it is their full time jobs.  
Rag Bill Moth Vanessa Chambers and Joan Farmer (wife of FOFR Roger  
Farmer) and Vee Scott.  
 
Training Officer Moth John Lamont  
The Kitchen Crew’s “washer-upper deluxe and never one for complaining, no matter  
how much washing up there is to be done. 
 
FOFR John Lewis, Chockie Herring and Moth Andy Howie 
On an increasing basis, you are proving to be a great help to me, John with your efforts 
in selling various raffle tickets during the functions, and Andy and Chockie your  
assistance in putting out tables and clearing them away is so appreciated. You do not 
even have to be asked and this makes an enormous difference in making sure it frees 
me up to concentrate on other things to run on time.  
 
Widows and Friends 
I am pleased to announce that the majority of Moth widows are coping quite well, many 
of whom are remarkable in their determination to just get on with things, regardless of 
what life throws their way. These are remarkable ladies who have become very important 
to Ricky and myself. 
Pat Smith, recently widowed with the passing of Moth Smudge Smith, please know that 
you are not alone and that should you need anything, we are just a phone call away. 



 
 

Eileen Cruywagen, partner of Moth Albert Massyn, you remain a positive despite the personal 
battles you are fighting at present. We wish you strength whilst undergoing your treatments.   
FOFR Gladys Currie is getting stronger and is out and about whenever possible.  
Ena Burnett, is recovering well after her recent ill health but I am glad to hear that you 
are improving. 
Carole Parish, Winnie McArthur, Wendy Kent and Marilyn Maloney are all well and 
continue to enjoy their many activities and catch-up times with family and friends. At 
Nerina Gardens, the continued donations of magazines and books are thoroughly 
appreciated by everyone. 
Adrienne and FOFR Alan Godsiff are visiting the Shellhole more regularly and it is 
always a pleasure to hear about your latest outings which you enjoy. 
Avrille Venter, is in our thoughts and prayers after the recent passing of husband, Moth 
Phillip Venter, who had previously been a Moth of Battledress Shellhole before moving  
to Durban.  
Again, if I have left anyone’s name off the list, please know that you are always thought 
of and by no means forgotten.  
 
Take good care of yourselves and I am only a phone call away if you need assistance. 
 

 
 
The Goose 
 
MOTH Morning Market 
The next Moth Morning Market Table will be held in September (TBA). All items are donated 
and proceeds from sales are given to Battledress Shellhole. Once again, my thanks go to 
Norma Galvin and Shannon Bright. You work so extremely hard to prepare the items for sale 
that it would be impossible for me to do it without you. 
There will be tables for hire as normal for the regulars, so book your table for Saturday 6th 
August or come and browse. Moth Richard Evans will have coffee and hot chocolate on sale 
too! 
 
Remembering The Somme 
This month, anniversaries of The Somme and Delville Wood are remembered. The Somme, 

was fought between the armies of British and French forces 
against Germany between 01 July and 18 November 1916. 
Over 3 million men fought through the 
worst possible conditions imaginable. Over a million young 
soldiers, many still in their teens were killed or wounded and 
likened to cannon fodder by ‘armchair generals’ 
The Somme also saw the first use of tank and air 
warfare; tanks bogged down in the mud were easy 
targets for air attacks by 

the German air force– pilots who hand dropped bombs 
onto enemy targets. British (Armchair) General Haig who 
had declared the Somme’s 6 mile territorial gain into 
German territory as “The Great Push Forward” was bitterly 
contradicted by the soldiers who survived and who 



 
 

regarded the battle as “The Great F..k Up!” The Battle of Delville Wood saw the South African 
1st Infantry Brigade, immortalised in the poem “Delville Wood” by Lance Corporal W.A Beatie, 
4th SA Infantry: 
 

“From hour to hour the battle raged and fearful tumult reigned 
And still they fought as men inspired 
and still their ground maintained; 

And as their stricken comrades fell, 
the shattered boughs dropped down 
In pity for their mangled forms – and 

made their laurel crown.” 
 

In Memoriam 
Thomas Jones, Lance Sergeant 22349. Died 31st July 1917 South Wales Borderers; 11th 

Bn. Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium. Son of Lewis John Jones and Mary Ann Jones, 
of Glantawe Row, Ystradgynlais; husband of Grace Jones (nee Hughes). The couple lived 

next to Thomas’ parents. Left a son. Worked as a colliery coal hewer. 
 
                   We Will Remember Them 

 
Battledress Biggest Loser Challenger – 1 July 

 
The 

Biggest Loser weight loss challenge which began on 06 May ended on 01 July,  
The group raised R1140 for their efforts. The winners were (male) Moth Charlie Phillipson and 
(female) FOFR Cindy de Kock, photographed with Weight Manager, Joan Farmer and Rag Bill 
Moth Vanessa Chambers (above left). The group (above middle) celebrated the end of the 
challenge feeling a little lighter than when they began. Well done everyone. 
 
Bastille Day Celebrations – 14 July 

Several members of Battledress Shellhole visited Franschoek 
for the celebration of Bastille Day on the weekend of 15-16 
July.  For those of you who could not make it on the day (!) the 
Bastille fortress was used as a jail and was stormed on 14 July 
1789 by lowly Parisians who broke into the Invalides armoury 
before marching to the Bastille, freeing 9 prisoners who were 
held there. Since that first victory of the French people against 
the old regime, the day has been celebrated each year, not 
least by Battledress Members – vive la France! Moths Julie 

Denham and Charlie Phillipson held a music quiz at the De Hollansche Molen Resort in 
Franschoek, and Battledress came 3rd after enjoying soups and breads in true French fashion. 
The Bastille festivals, food and live music of the following day were enjoyed by all before 
heading back home to Fish Hoek on the Sunday morning.   



 
 

 
The Battle for the Cape – The British Occupation – 20 July 

On 20 July, Moth John Lamont organized a talk through the retired 
Naval Officers Association for a talk to be given on the British 
Occupation of the Cape in the late nineteenth century by author Ian 
van Oordt. 
In a fact-filled presentation, Ian recounted the Battles of Muizenburg, 
Wynberg and Saldanha. Given that communication was virtually non 
existent, information from passing ships was necessary and was 
often very much out of date when naval ships called at the Cape to 
take on new provisions Britain, Holland and France were too far 
away for speedy communication. Weapons had to be carried or 
transported across difficult terrain in order for battles to be waged, 
and the direction of the wind on any given day 
could change not only direction, but the course 
of a battle itself. Ian’s book, “The Battle for the 
Cape 1778-1806” (left) which is of 

encyclopedic proportions, took Ian 15 years to complete. It is available to 
purchase at R1500.  
On hand to assist Ian with his presentation was Ian’s wife, Barbara 
George. Barbara has herself written a number of books on our feline 
companions and her book “The Nature of Cats” (right) is available at 
R200. Barbara is a cat behaviourist and if anyone would be interested in 
attending a talk by Barbara to know more about your cat’s behavior 
should let Moth Julie Denham know. 

 
Bullseye! Darts Evening  - 29 July 
The last Friday of each month is always Darts evening. Whether you are a 
novice, or a league darts player, or you prefer throwing for a double-top, or 
bullseye, it’s always a fun evening. 
 
 

 
Battledress Black Tot Function – 30 July 
For those who missed the June newsletter and at the risk of 
repeating what some naval people know already, the (in)famous 
Black Tot Day entailed the cancellation of the ritual of the issuing 
of a rum ration, or tot, to sailors in the Royal Navy. The 
cancellation came into effect in 1971 and ironically served only to 
ensure that the ritual continued. The ban came into effect as a 
concern for safety conditions on a ship when it was thought the 

intake of the rum tot could cause serious 
accidents, especially when the crew worked with 
machinery. “Splice the mainbrace” was the order given to issue the crew with a 
ration of rum, or a watered down ration called ‘grog’. At precisely 6 bells (or 
1100 to non-Navy personnel), the instruction to “Up Spirits” was given before 
downing 1/64th of a gallon of real rum. So rum sippers, gulpers, drinkers or 
downers, raise your glasses - “The Queen.”  

On a more fun and laughter note, the Shellhole will end this month, for ‘no rum or reason’ with 
Black Tot Day from 1030 onwards. A delicious meal will be served at 1300. There will be 
some sore heads and some sore feet the next day (especially for the Kitchen Crew). 



 
 

FOUNDERS ROOM OPENING TIMES 
 

Wednesday 16h00 -20h00 
Friday 17h00-22h00 

Saturday 13h00 to 20h00 
Sunday and Public Holidays 14h00-19h00 
Closed Good Friday and Christmas Day 

Please note that last rounds will be called 30 minutes before the above times, except on a 
Friday when it will be 45 minutes. 

 
Monthly Quiz on the first Friday of the month  

(General Knowledge and Musical Quiz are held on alternate months) 
Joker Draw on the second Friday of the month 

Darts on the last Friday of the month  
Weekend braais 

The above are normally held every month except in the month of January when the Shellhole 
functions are on a break, but may change as and when needs be. 

 
SPORT VIEWING TIMES ARE ON THE SHELLHOLE NOTICE BOARD 

 
Approved opening times will be adjusted for certain events,  

functions and televised sporting events  
as per the Shellhole Notice Board. 

Moth & Social Events in August 
31 July         (Delville Wood Commemoration Service at 1100, Cape Town Company’s 
                     Gardens, Cape Town  
01 August    Battledress Shellhole Exco Meeting at 1700 
04 August    Battledress Shellhole Moth AGM Meeting at 1900 
05 August    Battledress Shellhole General Knowledge Quiz at 1900 
12 August    Joker Draw  

What could you do with over R2 600+?  
By just buying a R5 Joker Jackpot ticket and turning up for the 
draw at the Founder’s Room on Friday, 12 August at 1900, you 
could start ticking off some things you can use that cash for: 
such as petrol (or diesel), a haircut you’ve been wanting for so 
long, or perhaps the Onesie outfit in the winter sale? Never truer 
words spoken in jest, as the increase in the cost of living is being 
felt every-where!  
 

26 August      Darts Evening at 1900 
 
This is the last newsletter for the Moth calendar year 2021/2022. It has been fun and often 
enlightening, but for now its nils illegitimi carborundum and see you next year at Battledress 
Shellhole. 
 

Vanessa,  
 
Battlecry! Rag Bill 
Moth Vanessa Chambers 
Email: battledressragbill@gmail.com 
Website: www.moth.org.za 

 
 
 


