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Remembrance Day
Fellow Moths & friends
Due to the covid 19 pandemic, our Remembrance Days celebrations had to be limited according to
the lockdown regulations .Only a limited number of external guests were invited, as well as our own
members. A small work party gathered on Saturday morning to prepare the hall for the afternoon
event. The weather was windy and miserable and the forecast was for rain. We just hoped for the
best.
The braai guys started the fire early while black clouds gathered overhead. Some early guests soon
started mingling and renewing old friendships.

Master of Ceremonies
Leon Maree

Philip Veldsman and Louis Carstens

At 16h30 the Master of Ceremonies called the parade to order and welcomed everyone.
Pipe Major Tony Reiss and two of his family members from the Cape Town Caledonian Pipe Band
then played Highland Cathedral.
Our keynote speaker Alderman Stuart Pringle then addressed the
parade .He paid tribute to all service personnel throughout the world
who had given their lives for freedom. He mentioned the role the men
of the Helderberg had played, including our police forces,
who had made the ultimate sacrifice.
Another war being fought at present in South Africa and across the
globe is the COVID-19 pandemic. .It is not only people in uniforms that
have given their lives to save others.
He mentioned all the the people and organisations that are battling
to save lives and paid tribute to those people who have lost their lives
while trying to save others. Let us also Remember Them.
Alderman Stuart Pringle

-2Our Padre’s theme was about fairness and respect among all people
During wartime death and violence occur on a daily basis.At times , human
dignity is often lost in the heat of the moment.
In our world today the adage of “do unto others As what you would have done
to you “still applies.
All should treat people with fairness and respect to enhance their self esteem
and dignity.
He then read an extract from Psalm 19. and closed, by saying that we need to
uphold these principles as they are a recipe for peace.
Padre Adelbert Scholtz
After the band had played When the Battle’s Over, Old Bill Philip McLachlan
then read the Helderberg Roll of Honour, which
detailed the names and theatres of war which
men of the Helderberg’s armed forces and police
forces had paid the ultimate price..
AS the Deputy Old Bill, Peter Erasmus stepped
forward to light the Candle of Remembrance, the
silence was broken by the sound of a trumpet
playing an emotional rendering of Taps.

Deputy Old Bill.Peter Erasmus

Old Bill Philip McLachlan

After the Last Post had been played and the two minute silence had been observed, a short wreath laying
ceremony took place.
Alderman Pringle laid a wreath on behalf of the City of Cape Town, Commander Cara Pratten laid a wreath
on behalf of the South African Navy and Deputy Old Bill Peter Erasmus laid one on behalf of the Moth.

Commander Pratten

-3After the service was over,everyone socialised and a light supper was available.
The rain held off until the braai was completed, good fortune smiled upon the “braaimeesters.”
The COVID lockdown protocol made life a little difficult but we just got on with it.
Masks were removed for the photo sessions and then replaced.

Tony and family
Adelbert & Erna

Lorriane & Andre
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Whats Jan doing??

Garth

Peter

Willie

Stuart and son
Jimmy and friends

Old Bill showing the drummer how its done.

Pieter Fick guarding the cannon
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The Candle of Remembrance.

Temson, our superstar.

Pipers at Play.

Garth.
Renewing rfriendships

Remembrance Day
Yesterdays Heroes.
In order to maintain the tradition of remembering those who gave their lives and who served their
country through periods of conflict , I thought it appropriate to relate the stories of two of our
Border War heroes.
Just two ordinary young men who walked the extra mile and who were awarded the Honoris Crux.
During this period (5) H.C Gold, (27) H.C Silver and(201) H.C were awarded.
RIFLEMAN FELICIANO COSTA

H.C.Silver
On 22 April 1979 Rifleman Costa was on a reconnaissance patrol with eleven
other members ,about 16 kilometers north of the Angolan border. This patrol
had a brief contact, but there were no losses on either side. They then spotted
the enemy later on and prepared an ambush at a water hole that the enemy
was approaching. During the ambush Costas's RPD machine gun was
smashed. One of the ambush party was killed and five others wounded.
Despite this he managed to kill two of the enemy using hand grenades about
10 metres in front of his position. His patrol then retired and laid an ambush
on their own tracks. Unfortunately, there was no cover for Rifleman Costa, as
he had no weapons.He borrowed a white phosphorus grenade and two M-26
grenades from one of his comrades and went forward keeping a lookout for
the enemy. Upon spotting them ,he warned his patrol, and then initiated the
ambush by lobbing the white phosphorus grenade into their midst. At least
five of them were set alight and those who came to their rescue suffered burns
as well. Rifleman Costa then proceeded to lob the two M-26 grenades at them
and killed all of them. His patrol then opened fire and forced the enemy to
retreat. Rifleman Costa was the first member of the South African Defence
Force to be presented with the Honoris Crux Silver at a medal parade in the

operational area.
CORPORAL EDUARDO JOÀO

Honoris Crux
During Operation Seepkis ,on 29 N ovember 1979 Corporal Joào was Acting
PlatoonSergeant of Platoon 11, Delta Company, 32 battalion. After a contact
with a SWAPO force ,Corporal Joào heard a noise , which he identified as a stick
breaking. He motioned his troops to wait and went forward to investigate .He
spotted a wounded terrorist and decided to capture him. The main SWAPO
force opened fire at this point and Corporal Joào ordered his platoon to attack.
At this point a 60mm mortar bomb exploded in front of him, and he was
temporarily blinded by the debris thrown up by the explosion. When he
regained his sight he continued his mission to capture the terrorist, and chased
him for a further 200 metres, catching up with him in some dense bush near a
kraal. When Corporal Joào entered the bush, his quarry fired at him, and he
sustained a bullet burn alongside his chest. Seeing there was no chance of
capturing his prey alive, Corporal Joào shot the terrorist in the head. As it was
vitally important to capture the enemy , Corporal Joào twice tried to do this,
and repeatedly endangered his life, he only decided to kill the terrorist when all
options failed.

Sunset Call

Brigadier General (Retd)
Oom Ed Van Ravesteyn
(3.3.1930 – 28. 10.2020.)
A good friend of Marshal Smuts Shellhole
and truly an officer and a gentleman.
R.I.P

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

The Adj.

