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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 



 
 
 
 

Good morning, All, 
 
What a pleasure and proud moment it was to have been a Moth at Battledress Shellhole’s 

Remembrance Parade and Service on 06 November. Proud, yet 
circumspect. As the Last Post was played by the bugler of The Chief 
Langalibalele Rifles, the solemnity and gratitude of the occasion was 
felt by everyone, in attendance, or if incapacitated, at home or in 
hospital. Gratitude felt to the Fallen, for their ultimate sacrifice and that 
they will be forever remembered by Moths, FOFR and Friends. 
Leading the Parade through streets of Fish Hoek and around 
Kommetjie Circle to the Garden of Remembrance was Pipe Major Tony 
Reis with the Caledonian Pipe and Drums Band, the Colour Party, 
Moths led by Commander Moth Ricky de Wet of Battledress Shellhole, 
Mothwa, Navy Sea Cadets, Scouts and Girl Guides accompanied by  
Emergency Services. 

At the Garden, VIPs included Alderman Felicity Purchase, Councillor and Mrs Simon-Liell-
Cock, Rotary Secretary for the Rotary Club, Cape of Good Hope, Bev Frieslich, SA Legion 
members (Cape Town Branch), Bridget Coney, granddaughter of the Founding Member of 
the MOTH Order, Moth 0, and members of the Cape Western MOTH Dugout, Provincial 
Old Bill Moth Derek Berry, and Provincial Adjutant Shaun Booth. 
Padre Moth Errol Sadler provided a Service incorporating the past, the present and hope – 
for the future. He spoke of (the ultimate) sacrifice and the compassion for the widows and 
families ‘left behind’; of current sacrifices being made by families faced by the devastation 
of Covid, as well as lives lost in communities riddled by gangsterism, drugs, alcohol and of 
gender based violence and rape which are terrifying in the 
number of incidents reported and which are the tip of the 
iceberg in reality. Yet, with Remembrance and awareness 
there is hope for the future, for the children of tomorrow if we 
today, pay heed to the lessons of the past. 
The laying of wreaths by VIPs, the Moth Motorcycle 
Association, MOTHWA, the Cape Canopy South African 
Paratroopers Organisation, the Royal Navy Association, 
HMS Ganges members, Battledress Shellhole, Veterans of 
the USA: Helderberg Hospice, Rhodesia Bush War’s Armed Services, WW II Veterans on 
behalf of the late Moth Ian “Kirk” Kirkpatrick, and Battledress Shellhole Life Member Moth 
Ena Burnett, who was unable to attend the Battledress Service. Wreaths were also laid by 
emergency services and last, but not least, for animals lost in the Wars. 
Remembrance Day Parades and Services also took place, in the Cape Town, Simon’s 
Town and in Hermanus.  
Photographs from parades and services are included for your enjoyment in this November 
edition of Battlecry! Enjoy. 
 

 
  Sunset Call 
Prayers were once again heard and answered as no Battledress Shellhole 
members were called to Higher Service this month. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Sick Parade & Welfare (by the Welfare Officer, Helen de Wet) 
Our thoughts and prayers go out daily to Battledress Moths, FOFR, Moth Widows and 
friends who are struggling with their ill health. The Padre Moth Errol Sadler and Welfare 
Officer, Helen de Wet have their hands full in contacting those members on sick parade as 
well as Moth Widows and Friends. Amongst those who remain unwell are: 
Moth Les Smith* 
Moth Alan Green      
Moth Richard Evans (awaiting discussions of results of his MRI) 
Moth Don Oliver 
Moth Bert Sachse 
Moth Jacques Taljaard 
Moth Tony Stopford is still undergoing treatment  
FOFR Alan Godsiff 
FOFR Patrick Bruwer is in Constantiaberg Hospital undergoing surgery.  
*Hooray! Moth Les Smith is finally home and continues to make good progress . When 
well and strong enough, the Commander and FOFR Chockie Herring will collect him from 
home and bring him to the Shellhole for a much look forward to visit.  
 
Widows & Friends (by The Goose) 
Hello to you all, the Goose here. You have all been in my thoughts and this latest news 
summary contains largely good news (for a change). Among the Widows, Wendy Kent 
and her cousin (sounds like a Barry Hilton cuzzen joke) spent a relaxing weekend in 
Grayton.  
Marilyn Maloney is extremely proud of her granddaughter who won Gold, Silver and 
Bronze medals at a swimming gala in Malmesbury recently. Congratulations! 
Everyone else seems to be well. 
Eileen Cruywagen and Lynn Laver are both in need of your prayers and positive 
thoughts as they continue with their respective treatments. 
Carole Parish and ‘the gang of friends’ at Nerina Gardens received the latest books and 
magazines which were delivered to them.  
Bridget Coney is recovering well after her cataract operations and was seen laying a 
wreath in Remembrance of her grandfather, Moth 0, at the Battledress Remembrance 
Parade.   

 
Love and hugs to all, 
The Goose 
 
 

 
Birthdays 
November      January 
19 Moth Bert Sachse (Milestone 80th)     01 Moth John Lamont 
30 Moth Angelique Visser    05 Moth Neil Bright  
December        10 Moth Ricky de Wet 
09 Moth Christo Nel           18 Moth Eric Staine 
19 Moth Alan Green (Milestone 70th)     18 Moth Mike Sellick 
24 FOFR Bridget Coney    21 Moth Leon Haralambous 
       06 FOFR Greg Haralambous 
   



 
 
 
 

November Snippet: Nuremberg Trials 
Starting on 20 November 1945 and ending almost a year later, 10 leading members of 
Nazi Germany’s military and political elite were put on trial for war 
crimes against humanity, after the end of World War Two. The trials 
determined the criminality of the Nazis guilt, or innocence. Of the 21 
accused, 11 were sentenced to death by hanging, 3 were 
imprisoned for life, 4 to prison sentences of 10 – 20 years and 3 
were acquitted. Hermann Göering (right) would also have been 
hanged, but he committed suicide the night before his scheduled hanging, using a cyanide 
capsule, allegedly smuggled into his cell by an American prison guard.  
 
 
New Moth Member Coral – Ann Viviers 

Battledress Shellhole welcomed its latest Moth member, Coral-Ann 
Viviers at the Moth monthly meeting on 03 November. (left with 
Commander Ricky de Wet)  
Coral-Ann joined the South African Navy in May 1980, resigning 8 
years later and leaving the Navy as a Leading Seaman. Joining the 
Reserve Force in 2010, Coral-Ann served for 5 years before leaving 
with the rank of Petty Officer. 
During her service she was awarded the Unitas, General Service and  
10 Year Gold Service medals. 

 
Flame Lily Remembrance Service 06 November 2022 

 The afternoon Remembrance 
Service for the Flame Lily 
Association took place on 06 
November 2022. Amongst those in 
attendance were (left to right): Moth 
Mike Sellick, Moth Glyn Murrell, Moth Julie Denham, 
Moth Albert Massyn, Moth 
Chris Smith, Moth Vanessa 
Chambers and Moth Bert 
Sachse. 
Deputy Commander Moth 

Julie Denham presented a wreath on behalf of 
the Battledress Shellhole. Wreaths were also 
presented by ex-Rhodesia military personnel 
on behalf of: Armed Services of Rhodesia, 
Selous Scouts, BSAP, Rhodesia Regiment, I RLI, Special Air Service, 
Rhodesia Air Force. Various civilian organisations and individuals laid 
floral tributes for the Fallen of Rhodesia. 
In memory of John “Jack” Blackley (left) 

 
We Will Remember Them 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Battledress Shellhole Remembrance Parade and Service 
It should come as no surprise that fewer Moths participated in the Battledress Shellhole 
Parade and Service this year. Sadly, some Moths answered the Sunset Call during the 
year and they were sadly missed at this year’s Remembrance Parade, whilst others are 
profoundly unwell but who would have wanted to be at the Garden of Remembrance had 
they been able to.  
On Sunday, 06 November, VIPs, Battledress Moths and the Cape Western Dugout 
Provincial Old Bill and Adjutant, the Colour Party, Caledonia Pipes and Drums Band, SA 
Navy Sea Cadets, Scouts and Girl Guides, Emergency Services, Mothwa, Moth Motor- 
Cycle Association members were all proudly on Parade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Soldier’s Kiss – by the Gramotones 
 
Only a dying horse! He swiftly kneels 
Lifts the limp head and hears  
The shivering sigh 
Kisses his friend, while down his 
cheek there steals 
Sweet pity’s tear,  
“Goodbye old man, Goodbye” 

 
We Will Remember Them (All) 

 
Snippet: The Poppy 
The Poppy factory is based in Richmond-upon-Thames in 
England and is supported by the Royal British Legion. Each 
member of the British royal family has a specifically designed 
poppy wreath which are hand made by two royal wreath 
makers. One veteran who works at the Poppy Factory has 
been there for 43 years.  
 
The 11th Hour on the 11th Day of the 11th Month 
 

Remembrance Day events 
also took place in the City of 
Cape Town and in Simon’s 
Town where the 9-inch rifle 
muzzleloader canon was fired 
to signify the end of World War 
I, thereafter known as Armistice 
Day. Moth Mark Wiley of 
Battledress Shellhole fired the 
canon. 

 



 
 
 
 

Hermanus Remembrance Parade 13th November 
In Hermanus, the Cenotaph Remembrance Parade was this year organised by Seagull 
Shellhole, Battledress Shellhole Moths were in attendance with Life Member and WW2 
Veteran Moth Ena Burnett (Laid a wreath for Battledress Shellhole), Deputy Commander 
Moth Julie Denham, Moth Charlie Phillipson (Standard Bearer), Moth Robbie Abrahamse 
(Laid a wreath on behalf of the RNA), and MMA Winelands members Moth Neil Bright and 
Moth Leonard Marais (all below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last but not least, thank you to Battledress Moth 
Commander Ricky de Wet and Helen de Wet, Moth Alan 
Hopfeldt, Moth John Lamont, Moth Vanessa Chambers, 
Moth Andy Howie FOFR John Lewis and Kate Parr who 
took time from their weekend to do a poppy day collection 
on behalf of the SA legion.  
 
 
Snippet: SS Tilawa 
An 80-year-old story which is current today entails the sinking of the SS Tilawa by a 
Japanese torpedo on 23 November 1942, whilst on its voyage from Bombay, India to 
South Africa. With 958 people on board, 732 of them being passengers, 280 people 
drowned whilst 678 survivors were transported 
back to Bombay by the HMS Birmingham.  
However, that is not where the story ends, but 
in fact begins.  
The SS Tilawa had been a British India Steam 
Navigation Company liner which was also 
carrying 2 391 bars of silver, the equivalent of 
60 tonnes, now worth in excess of  
R775 million, and which at the time was destined for the South African Mint in Pretoria. 
In 2014, and keeping the finding of the SS Tilawa’s wreck and its treasure of silver bars a 
secret, Ross Hyett had the silver bars lowered to the ocean floor in international waters, 
until he could begin its salvage in 201. Hyett then began to transport the salvaged treasure  
to Southampton and declare a claim to it under salvage law. South Africa has also now 
laid “sovereign” rights to the silver and accordingly should not pay for the salvage work 
done by Hyett’s company. Subsequently …. the South African claim was rejected based 
on salvage rules but was upheld by a third Justice overseeing the case. This now leaves 



 
 
 
 

room for a second South African appeal. Meanwhile, in a government warehouse in 
London, the silver bars await the outcome of this next appeal …… 

FUND RAISING INITIATIVESMOTH 
MORNNG MARKET TABLE & CHRISTMAS 

CHEER 
Another amazing MOTH Morning Market was held 
on 5 November with Helen de Wet and Shannon 
Bright driving more sales than ever (left). The last 
MOTH Market table for 2022 was the busiest table and most items 
were sold at rock bottom prices, and in some instances, were 
given away for free! The sales brought in an amount of R2 584, all 
of which was given to Battledress Shellhole’s fundraising coffers. 
Please clean out your cupboards over the Christmas and New 

Year holidays and make very welcome 
donations to the MOTH Morning Market 
Table in 2023. (Still NO HUSBANDS - 
WIVES - OTHERS, or CHILDREN) 
Also making sales at the market were Moth 
Robbie Abrahamse and his granddaughter, 
Caitlin (far left with Moth Albert Massyn), 
Moth Richard Evans was at his R10 cup of 
coffee donation table, and Sandy Smit was 
knitting a seat for the toilet lid on sale (left). 
 

 
  
Ho! Ho! Ho! 
Christmas Cheer hampers are already on display in the 
Shellhole’s Founder’s Room, all expertly wrapped and 
numbered and just waiting to be picked at the Christmas 
Cheer function on 10 December. If you bought a R2 ticket, 
(yes, you still can) and it is worth repeating, for just R2 
ticket, you could be a very cheer-ful Christmas Cheer winner 
on the day. Have you been naughty, or nice?  

 
The Christmas Cheer function starts at 1400 with hamburgers on sale for R35 each 
between 1400 – 1430. A round of applause for another great fundraising initiative by the 
hard-working Play Bill and her team, raising much needed funds for Battledress Shellhole.  
JOKER DRAW 

There was no winner at the Joker Draw earlier 
this month so the jackpot of + R1 445 is up for 
grabs on 09 December. Unlike the four 
possible jackpot winners from November’s 
draw (right), four new ticket holders will be 
drawn and one could be turning over the 
winning Joker card. Will it be you? 

At the Joker Draw in November, which saw hot dog rolls 
disappear faster than a rabbit in a magician’s hat boerewors rolls will be on sale at 
December’s draw at just R25 each. 



 
 
 
 

 
  
MOVEMBER  

38 Moths, FOFR and Friends have taken part in the Movember 
challenge, growing or simply wearing a moustache for the very 
important cause of raising (no pun intended) awareness of male 
cancers, in particular prostate and testicular cancers. R760 was raised 
through this challenge. Every year, as 

women do in the October month to raise awareness for breast 
cancer, men (and women) now champion awareness of male 
cancers in November, known world-wide as Movember. One of 
the lucky 38 people will win a R100 Woolworths gift voucher for 
the best moustache in supporting this worthy cause. Supporting 
the challenge (right) are Rag Bill Moth Vanessa Chambers, 
Moth Charlie Phillipson and friend Kevin Dyer (right). 
 
Last, but not least, thank you to those who support the Music and General Knowledge 
Quiz evenings. Last month, R150 was raised from people just taking part in a fun 
evening. 
The last quiz of the year will be a combined Music and General Knowledge Quiz evening 
on Friday 02 December. See you there! 
 

Moth & Social Functions in December 
It is hard to believe that the Christmas season of festivities is almost upon us. Will Santa 
be putting something nice in your stocking this year? Here are just some of 
the things to look forward to at Battledress Shellhole in December: 
(28 November Exco Meeting at 1730) 
01 December Moth Monthly Meeting at 1900 
02 December Combined Music & General Knowledge Quiz at 1900 
09 December Joker Draw at 1900. Boerewors rolls will be for sale.  
10 December Battledress Shellhole Christmas Cheer at 1200. 
Hamburgers on sale approx. 1200 to 1330.   
16 December Bingo – Cancelled due to the River Plate function 
16 December River Plate Breakfast at 1200. (Public Holiday) 
30 December Darts at 19h00 
31 December New Year’s Eve Party Bring & Braai  
 

That’s it for this Remembrance Day edition of Battlecry! Near or far, lest we forget, thank 
you - to the people (and animals) who sacrificed their lives for our better tomorrows.   

 

Vanessa 
Rag Bill 
Moth Vanessa Chambers 
Email: battledressragbill@gmail.com 
Website: www.moth.org.za 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDERS ROOM OPENING TIMES 
Wednesday 17h00 -21h00 

(Last round called at 20h00) 
Friday 17h00-22h00 

Saturday 13h00 to 20h00 
Sunday and Public Holidays 15h00-19h00 

(Last round called at 18h00) 
Closed Good Friday and Christmas Day 

Monthly Quiz on the first Friday of the month 
(General Knowledge and Musical Quiz is held on 

alternate months) 
Joker Draw on the second Friday of the month 

Bingo on the third Friday of the month 
Darts on the last Friday of the month 

Weekend braais 
The above are normally held every month except in 
the month of January when the Shellhole functions 

are on a break but may change as and when needs be. 
SPORT VIEWING TIMES ARE ON THE SHELLHOLE 

NOTICE BOARD 
Approved opening times will be adjusted for certain events, 

functions and televised sporting events 
as per the Shellhole Notice Board. 

 


