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The Battle of El Alamein - We Will Remember Them 
 
Hello One and All, 
 



A happy October month to you, and what wonderful weather we have had this month and 
long may the warmth and brightness of the sun warm your bodies and souls. With the 
winter chills heading off, we can turn our minds to Christmas cheer and outside 
entertainment, without having to wear masks!  
 
October is the month in which Nelson died. Horatio Nelson, that is, in 1805, but other than 
the Battle of Trafalgar, Moths also remember the fallen at the Battle of El Alamein in which 
South Africa participated alongside the 8th Army in North Africa,  and in which many of its 
young men fought, and died between 23 October 1942 until 11 November 1942. Moths 
from Battledress Shellhole attended the commemoration of the battle on 23 October this 
month.  

 
  Sunset Call 
We were blessed that there were no sunset calls to Higher Service this month 
and are thankful for continued blessings for those who are not as well as they 
could be, but who remain with us.  

 
 
Sick Parade and Welfare 
Our thoughts and prayers go out daily to fellow Moths, FOFR and Friends who are 
suffering with their ill health. From this month onwards, the sick parade and welfare list will 
be combined and Moth Widows and Friends will be remain in the Goose’s report. 
Amongst those who are unwell are: 
Moth Les Smith* 
Moth Alan Green 
Moth Richard Evans 
Moth Don Oliver 
Moth Jacques Taljaard 
Moth Tony Stopford  
Moth Vanessa Chambers  
Moth Bert Sachse   
FOFR Alan Godsiff 
*Moth Les Smith continues to receive treatment at Constantiaberg Hospital. Daphne, Moth 
Smith’s wife, is well and thanked Commander Ricky de Wet and the Welfare Officer, Helen 
de Wet for visiting them.   
Moth Richard Evans who has been having increased difficulty with his legs will undergo a 
MRI, as soon as an appointment for early November, can be confirmed.   
Moth Tony Stopford is continuing to receive treatment, and Moth Jacques Taljaard is 
improving slowly, whilst being well looked after by his sister Erna, and brother-in-law Padre 
Moth Sadler. 
Moth Alan Green had the pins in his arm removed and has begun physiotherapy sessions. 
Rag Bill Moth Vanessa Chambers is taking things slowly after a serious and very 
unpleasant bout of tick bite fever. After three weeks of antibiotics, she is hoping the 
symptoms will not reoccur, and has decided against finding a taxidermist for her potential 
tick-taxi, her cat, Penny.  
 
Thanks to both Padre Moth Errol Sadler and the Welfare Officer, Helen de Wet as they 
keep in contact with Moths, FOFR, Widows & Friends respectively.  
Apology: I am very pleased to advise you that FOFR ‘The Joker and Mr Christmas Cheer 
Raffles’ John Lewis, was erroneously placed on last month’s Sick Parade. John is alive 
and very well and sends his best wishes to everyone who asked after his health. My 
apologies, John.  



This was a reminder of (a true) story when some years ago in Rhodesia during the Bush 
War, an Irish friend, Tony, was serving with the Rhodesian Air Force. After a few days of 
being considered ‘missing in action’ his friends were holding a wake in the Officer’s Mess 
for him, recounting memories of his previous escapades during the war, and who should 
walk into the Mess but Tony himself. A hush immediately descended over the room. “Did 
someone die?” Tony asked cheerfully, “Yes” came a reply “you did!” Tony had been on an 
over the border clandestine operation, clearly unknown to his Air Force buddies.  On 
hearing about his presumed death, Tony replied, “How was my funeral? Did I get a good 
send off?” It was Bushmills on Tony that night!  
 
Widows & Friends (from The Goose) 
Hello to you all.  
Another month has gone by so quickly and whilst I have not been able to see all of you, or 
talk to you telephonically, you are always thought of. Ricky and I have practically taken up 
residency in the shopping malls, getting preparations done for the Shellhole’s 
Remembrance Day Parade next month, as well as the Christmas Cheer function. In 
addition, Ricky has been able to visit Moth Les Smith visits at Constantiaberg, while I 
spoke with his wife, Daphne. Both send their thanks for the well wishes they have both 
received. 
Lynn Laver recently broke her hip and is undergoing treatment at Constantiaberg 
Hospital. 
Wendy Kent is recovering from a bout of flu. 
Pat Smith has received the “thumbs up” on both her recent check-ups at 2 Military 
Hospital and will only need follow-up visits in 6 months. 
FOFR Penny McClimens has been visiting the Shellhole and is “doing all right” after her 
recent loss of Moth Gavin Cooke. Penny will visit her daughter in England in December. 
FOFR Gladys Currie has recovered from her recent surgery and will have another 
operation in January 2023. In the meantime, Battledress Shellhole extends its sincere 
condolences to Gladys on hearing that her sister-in-law had passed away. 
FOFR Bridget Coney is recovering after having had recent cataract surgery.  
 

You are all in my thoughts and I look forward to our usual catch up 
chats when this very busy time for the Shellhole eases up a little. 
 
The Goose 
 
 
 

 
Birthdays 
A reminder for you of who has/will be celebrating birthdays in October and November. 
Please raise a glass (or two), in birthday toasts to the following: 
October 
08 Moth Robbie Abrahamse (Milestone 70th)    



10 Moth Charlie Phillipson 
12 Moth Jacques Taljaard  
15 FOFR Alan Godsiff 
17 Daphne Smith (wife of Moth Les Smith)* 
19 FOFR Robbie Reel     
23 FOFR Gladys Currie   
November 
19 Moth Bert Sachse (Milestone 80th)  
30 Moth Angelique Visser 
 
Pop those corks, dance the light fantastic and celebrate!  
 
October Congratulations     
Happy Wedding Anniversary 

Many congratulations to Ricky and Helen de Wet, the Commander 
and the Goose, who celebrated their 5th wedding anniversary this 
month. 
Battledress Shellhole wishes them many more years of love, 
happiness and laughter in the years to come. 

And keeping things  
in the family, 
Helen’s grandsons, 
Troy and Rhett 
Zillen (above right), of St. Benedict’s School in Johannesburg participated in the biggest  
3-day HCOR Regatta in the world. 800 schools, with 2000 teams, rowed in the regatta in 
Boston, New Hampshire. New friendships were formed with experiences never to be 
forgotten. 

And Josh Smith (left) grandson of (the late) Moth Smudge Smith 
and Pat Smith, became the ICF Ocean Racing Canoeing Junior 
World Champion.   
 
Congratulations to all these young men. You have certainly made 
your grandparents very proud. 
 
 

 
Training  
by Training Officer Moth John Lamont 
 

T 
TRUE COMRADESHIP, MUTUAL HELP AND SOUND MEMORY 

 
Especially at this time of the year all Shellholes should be preparing to commemorate 
Remembrance Day.   True MOTHs should be remembering their service colleagues who 
were called to higher service during operational circumstances with dedication.  In 
addition, we should recall comrades met during military service, or perhaps through MOTH 



membership, and who have since passed on.  We should remember them for their 
friendship and camaraderie, whatever our religion, creed or race.  
Regrettably, all too often, it is observed that the attendance at memorial services is a small 
group of stalwarts.  It seems as though it is that services are better attended only when the 
pub is open after the service, and in some instances even before the service. 
Memorial services take a lot of time and effort to arrange, especially if the service is to be 
worthy of those who have passed to greater service. The hard part is the setting up of the 
venue when many hands can make light-work of the preparations and here it is noticeable 
the number of helpers are mostly the same few individuals who attend a service.  Even 
more important is the clearing-up after the service; and here the helpers are very 
important.  If you wish to help, don’t just grab items and dump them at the Shellhole.  Find 
out where the items belong, return them to their stowage safely so that they can be found 
when next required.  Treat the regalia and furniture with respect; don’t just fling them into a 
heap in a frantic rush to the pub, and ignoring the Vacant Chair in the dash.  
 

Lest We Forget - We Will Remember Them  
 

True Comradeship, Mutual Help and Sound Memory. 
 

 
 
The Battle of El Alamein … “ it was the end of the beginning...” 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Four Moths from Battledress Shellhole attended the El Alamein Parade on Sunday, 23 
October this year: Commander Moth Ricky de Wet, Deputy Commander Moth Julie 
Denham, Training Officer Moth John Lamont (left) and Padre Moth Errol Sadler. British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill once remarked, “…. before Alamein, we never had a 

victory – after Alamein we never had a defeat ... and it was the end 
of the beginning ...”  of Hitler’s Germany in World War II. In an area 
known as the Devil’s Garden, the Battle of El Alamein became the 
scene of the Allies 8th Army’s victory against the Axis forces of Italy 
and Germany in October 1942. Led by Field Marshall Bernard 
Montgomery, Allied soldiers, including South African troops from the 
1st SA Infantry Division took part in Operation Lightfoot on 23 October 
1942, (honoured by a memorial to SA troops in the Commonwealth 
War Cemetery bottom left). With a strong advantage in their numbers 



the Allies broke through the 40-mile Axis landmine-held frontline. Attacks and   counter 
attacks between the two forces finally resulted in an Allied breakthrough in Operation 
Supercharge, with the 8th Army smashing back the Axis infantry. Germany’s Field 
Marshall Rommel, who had suffered ill health, was in Germany when Hitler ordered him to 
return to North Africa with the instruction of “victory, or death.” 
Heavily outnumbered by Allied soldiers and tanks, Rommel had 
no choice and retreated. The Allied victory of the Battle of El 
Alamein was declared on 11 November 1942. 
The Allied forces lost 13 560 troops killed and/or wounded, with 
a loss of between 300 – 500 tanks destroyed. The number of 
Axis troops killed were between 9 000 – 12 000 and 
approximately 

35 000 wounded, and 500 of the 
Panzerarmee  tanks destroyed. The 1st SA Infantry Division, which 
fought in the Western Desert North African campaign 
featured prominently during the years 1941-1942. Subsequently, SA 
troops were recalled to South Africa to be re-mobilised in a new 
Armoured Division to be led by General Dan Pienaar. Nevertheless, on 
24 October 1942, Field Marshall Montgomery was quoted as saying 
“General Pienaar, tell your South African Division they have done well.” 
On his way back to South Africa, General Pienaar boarded a Lockheed 
Lodestar airplane which after re-fuelling near Lake Malawi, crashed 

shortly after take-off, killing General Pienaar and 11 other Officers and flight crew.  
Thanks to Moth Peter Dickens of Seagull Shellhole for his research into South Africans in the North 
African Campaign. 

 
We Will Remember Them 

 
 
 
Snippet: The Dickin Medal 

With Remembrance Day next month, animals which played their 
part in the World Wars are also remembered: horses, donkeys, 
pigeons and yes, a border collie retriever! The “animal VC” was 
awarded to a border collie retriever called ”Rob.” Rob made 20 
wartime parachute jumps with SAS Commandos behind enemy 
lines in Italy, Nazi Germany, and the North Africa campaign. He 
received the Dickin Medal and at the age of 12 years old (that’s 
84 in human years died in 1952, and his medal was recently 

auctioned and bought for £144 000. A previous Dickin Medal was auctioned and bought 
for £22 000 in 2020. The medal had been awarded to a homing pigeon 
called “The Duke of Normandy” which had carried the first news of the 
D Day Landings back to England.  
The Dickin Medal was initiated by Maria Dickin in 1943 to honour the 
work of animals which served in World War II. A bronze medal, it bears 
the words “For Gallantry” and “We Also Serve” within a laurel wreath with 
a ribbon striped green, dark brown and pale blue.  
 
October Snippets:  
 



Diamonds, it is said, are forever. As gold might be, too.  
On 11 October 1899, the Second Boer War began (left) between 
South Africa and the British Empire began and lasts until 31 May 
1902. The war cost the Empire more than £200 000, but greed for the 
most spectacular diamonds in the Kimberley area, and gold around 
the Transvaal region, made it seemingly worth the lives of 22 000 of 
its soldiers. 
It wasn’t all bad news for the Empire’s troops 
though. To sweeten their war-time conditions in 

South Africa, Queen Victoria dispatched tins of chocolate bars, one of 
which (right) recently sold at auction for £440 – 123 years later, and 
despite one chocolate bar missing ‘in action’. The bars were made by 
Rowntree’s in York, and a ‘bit of a row’ ensued when the chocolate bars 
were sent to troops because the Rowntree’s owners were pacifists of the Quaker religion. 

The South African War Memorial at Delville Wood (left) was opened on 
10 October 1926 by Mrs Annie Botha, the widow of the late General Louis 
Botha.  
On 19 October 1986, President Samora Machel of 
Mozambique was killed when his aircraft mysteriously 
crashed in the Eastern Transvaal (right). 
 

 
“Making do” 

Like many people, Moths and FOFR amongst you, are increasingly 
shocked and worried at the increases of prices in the shops these 
days. Costs are leaping by Rands, not just cents. You can blame the 
Russia and Ukraine war for fluctuating prices of fuel, as well as 
shortages of things like cooking oil etc. Electricity is something else 
though. How are you making do? Those of you with green fingers 
might be thinking of starting to plant and grow your own vegetables. 
Just last week at a local supermarket, a 100g bag of lettuce leaves 
cost R30! In WW II in Britain, the ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign 

encouraged people to grow their own produce whilst living on meagre 
rations for a month: 
60g of butter 
60g of cheese 
I egg  
60 g of tea.  
A tin of Spam or Corned Beef 
 

Were there shortages experienced during the South African Border 
War?  In Rhodesia, being a landlocked country, and living under 
imposed sanctions, people travelled in convoys (having collected 
fuel coupons) and protected by Uzi and F1 toting soldiers crossed 
into South Africa for Christmas shopping buying  luxuries like a jars 
of marmite, Mars bars, tins of tuna, fizz pops, Chappies, and a 
bottle of champagne or whisky.  
Remember the proverb “Necessity is the mother of invention?” The previous generation 
was very much one of “making-do”. Do you have any good tips you would like to pass on 
to fellow Moths and FOFR who could do with stretching their Rand a little further? Where 

This Photo by 



can you find a good bargain to treat yourself or others, after scrimping and saving and 
cutting back on costs – well, the MOTH Saturday Morning Market, of course!  
 

MOTH Saturday Morning Market Table – 05 November  
Thanks to very generous donations, the MOTH Morning Market Table 
has continually increased its profits from the Table’s first sales – 
based on a NO HUSBANDS - WIVES - OTHERS, or CHILDREN 
policy! Wearing her Play Bill hat, Helen de Wet, Shannon Bright and 
Norma Galvin will be running the Table and ensuring you get a real 
bargain on 05 November. 

Now is the time to bargain hunt for Christmas too, as the items on sale have absurdly rock 
- bottom prices. ALL proceeds from sales go to Battledress Shellhole’s Fund Raising 
coffers. Remember, good quality items are “sold for a song” and for a really worthy sale or 
substantial donation, the Play Bill will sing an ABBA, or Boney M song! Other vendors with 
tables will also be selling their wares and Moth Richard Evans will be selling a cup of 
coffee for just a R10-00 donation. 
 
Christmas Cheer Fund Raising  
Hard at work, the Play Bill, Helen de Wet is driving the Battledress Christmas Cheer event. 
It is hard to believe that there are only 40 days left until the Christmas Cheer Function and 

Hamper Draws. THANK YOU to 
everyone who has assisted with 
purchasing items and cash donations. 
You can still buy raffle tickets at only 
R2-00 a ticket from FOFR John 
“Raffles” Lewis. You can win an 
outstanding hamper, or a bottle of 
wine at the event on 10 December. 
The magical Christmas hampers 

have been bagged and tagged and only need loading onto Santa’s sleigh, but there is 
always room for one, two more. Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 
06 November Remembrance Day Service & Sunset Parade  

– After Parade Snacks  
An early appeal is being made to bring a substantial plate of snacks 
for the Remembrance Day After-Parade and Service event, which 
will be held, in the Battledress Shellhole’s Hall. Without question, 
Remembrance Day is probably the most important date in the MOTH 
Calendar for November. Plates of snacks can be delivered to Helen 
de Wet, or any of her volunteer helpers who will be at the Hall from 
1300.  Battledress Moths, FOFR and friends no plate will be too big, 
or too small as there will be a lot of hungry people who will have 
participated in the Parade.  
 

 
 
Moth and Social Functions in November   
01 November  Exco Meeting at 1700. 
03 November  Moth Monthly Meeting at 1900 
04 November Music Quiz at 1900 



05 November Moth Table Morning Market at 0800  
06 November  Flame Lily Remembrance Service at 

1230 for 1300  
Methodist Church, 1st Avenue, Fish 
Hoek  

06 November  Battledress Shellhole Sunset 
Remembrance Parade and Service, 
Garden of Remembrance, Fish 
Hoek, 1630 for 1700 

11 November Joker Draw at 1900 (still over R1 150 to be won) 
12 November Poppy Day Collection on behalf of the SA Legion (uniform and 

medals to be worn by Moths) 
 We are appealing to Members to assist with this. Please add your 

name to the list on the noticeboard. 
18 November Bingo! at 1900 
25 November Darts at 1900 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
November is also MOVEMBER month which world-wide is the male prostate and testicular 

cancer awareness month. If men should do one thing in November, it must be 
to get yourselves checked. It’s not as bad as they say (apparently).  
For Movember Battledress Shellhole will be running a Movember Challenge, 

for men and women, to grow/wear the bushiest, longest, curliest and most creative 
moustache for the month of November. Photographs of all entrants will be taken and other 
than growing your ‘tache, a R20 entrance fee is all that is required. The person with the 
best Movember moustache will receive a R100 gift voucher from Woolworths. 
Note: Join the cause at any time in November but once started you cannot remove your 
moustache until 30 November. All moustaches will be photographed and featured in the   
December issue of Battlecry!  
 
That’s it for October’s edition of Battlecry! Thank you to everyone who helps submitting 
articles and interesting stories and suggestions are as always welcome. This newsletter is 
after all, for you.  
 
Take good care of yourselves, until next time 
 
Vanessa       
 
Rag Bill 
Moth Vanessa Chambers 
Email: battledressragbill@gmail.com 
Website: www.moth.org.za 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOUNDERS ROOM OPENING TIMES 

Wednesday 16h00 -20h00 
Friday 17h00-22h00 

Saturday 13h00 to 20h00 
Sunday and Public Holidays 14h00-19h00 
Closed Good Friday and Christmas Day 

Monthly Quiz on the first Friday of the month 
(General Knowledge and Musical Quiz is held on 

alternate months) 
Joker Draw on the second Friday of the month 

Bingo on the third Friday of the month 
Darts on the last Friday of the month 

Weekend braais 
The above are normally held every month except in 
the month of January when the Shellhole functions 

are on a break, but may change as and when needs be. 
SPORT VIEWING TIMES ARE ON THE SHELLHOLE 

NOTICE BOARD 
Approved opening times will be adjusted for certain events, 

functions and televised sporting events 
as per the Shellhole Notice Board. 

 
 
 
 


