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Commander: Moth Tony Bethke – 083 225 4263 / Deputy: Moth Frank Snare – 082 772 1319
Adjutant: Moth Paul Rosslee – 074 199 4113 / Pay Bill: Moth Peter Longbottom – 083 286 7526
Shellhole Postal Address: PO Box 11289, Bloubergrant, 7443
Shellhole E-mail Address: lvds66@gmail.com

Fall In!!!
The monthly meetings are held on the second Sunday of the month at 10:30 - please diarise and attend.
17 September : Battle of Square Hill memorial parade – Athlone – 10:30
17 September : International Day of Peace church service – St Stephens Anglican
Church, Pinelands – 9:30 – Dress: MOTH uniform and medals –
RSVP to Padre Tony Bethke
8 October

: Shellhole monthly meeting – 10:30

11 October

: Freedom of Entry to the City of Cape Town – Military Dinner –
Kelvin Grove – 19:00 – Guest of Honour: Executive Deputy Mayor
of Cape Town Alderman Ian Neilson

27 October

: Battle of El Alamein dinner – venue t.b.a. – 19:30

29 October

: Battle of El Alamein memorial parade – the Castle – 10:30

Birthdays - October
John Ridgway – 5 th / Sylvia van der Schyff – 9 th / Colleen Bradstreet – 13 th
Ernst Eggers – 16 th / Barbara Nicolson – 25 th / Mike Melamed – 26 th
Money Matters
For those members who do not pay their subscription fees by monthly instalments the
fees are now due and payable. The full amount owing is R325.00 and members who have
not done so are requested to make payment as soon as possible.

Shellhole Bank Account Details
Standard Bank, Society Scheme Savings Account
Branch: Plumstead Service Centre, Branch Code: 025309
Account Number: 076110656
1

Captain Charles Upham, 20th Battalion, 2nd New Zealand
Expeditionary Force (The Canterbury Regiment), was one of
only three men to be awarded a VC and bar. The actions
leading to the awards of both Victoria Crosses have already
been discussed in the June 2008 edition of The Pip-Ack
Post and will not be repeated here. Suffice to say that
Upham received both awards for valorous actions during the
Second World War, and he is sometimes described as being
the most highly decorated Commonwealth soldier of the
war.
Upham was captured during his second VC action at the
First Battle of El Alamein in 1942, and sent to an Italian
hospital to recuperate from his many wounds. He proceeded
to make a nuisance of himself with numerous attempts to
escape. On one occasion he jumped from the back of a
moving truck and managed to get 400 yards before being recaptured, which was remarkable
because he had broken his ankle in the jump. Eventually the Germans branded Upham as
“dangerous” and incarcerated him in Oflag IV-C, the notorious Colditz Castle, in 1944. When
the Americans liberated Colditz in 1945 most of the inmates immediately made their own way
home. Upham, however, broke into a German armoury, helped himself to weapons, and went out
hunting Germans. He was keen to carry on fighting but was returned to Britain instead.
King George VI invested Upham with his first VC at Buckingham Palace on 11 May 1945. When
the recommendation was made for a second VC, the King remarked to Major-General Howard
Kippenberger, GOC 2nd New Zealand Division, that a bar to the Cross would be “very unusual
indeed” and enquired firmly, “Does he deserve it?” Kippenberger replied, “In my respectful
opinion, sir, Upham won the VC several times over.” Upham was also Mentioned in Despatches in
1946 for his bravery whilst in captivity and for his many escape attempts.
He returned to New Zealand after the war and the citizenry raised £10,000 for him to buy a
farm. However, Upham declined the money, which was then used to create the C.H. Upham
Scholarship for children of ex-servicemen to further their education. Upham obtained a war
rehabilitation loan and bought a farm in North Canterbury. Although somewhat hampered by
his injuries, he became a successful sheep farmer. Upham had an implacable hatred of all
things German and refused to allow any German-made vehicle on his farm. In 1992 the
government of Greece awarded Upham the Order of Honour in recognition of his service
during the Battles of Greece and Crete.
In January 1994 Upham retired to Christchurch because of poor health, and he passed away
in November of the same year. His funeral in Christchurch Cathedral was conducted with full
military honours and over 5,000 people lined the streets of Christchurch to witness the
funeral procession. In 1995 a memorial service was held for Upham in London. It was attended
by representatives of the Royal Family, senior New Zealand government and political figures,
senior members of the New Zealand and British armed forces, representatives of veterans’
organisations, and several Victoria Cross and George Cross recipients.
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In 2006 Upham’s daughters sold his medals
to the Imperial War Museum for an
undisclosed sum. However, as New Zealand
legislation prohibits the export of such
historic items, the Imperial War Museum
agreed to a permanent loan of the medals to
the QEII Army Memorial Museum at Waiouru.
On 2 December 2007 Upham’s VC and bar was
amongst nine Victoria Crosses stolen from the
museum. All the medals were recovered by the New Zealand Police in February 2008.
There are a number of memorials to Charles Upham. A bronze statue was erected to him in
North Canterbury and there is a street in Christchurch named Charles Upham Avenue. A Royal
New Zealand Navy ship, the HMNZS Charles Upham, was commissioned in 1995. Upham’s
biography Mark of the Lion: The Story of Capt. Charles Upham, V.C. and Bar was published in
1962.
(Sources: Symbol of Courage – The Men Behind the Medal by Max Arthur, The Register of the Victoria Cross,
Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopaedia and ‘The Victoria Cross’ website at www.victoriacross.org.uk.)

Fire and Theft at Pip-Ack
Disaster befell Pip-Ack Shellhole on 2/3 September when vagrants broke into the premises.
They somehow managed to set the Bunker on fire causing extensive damage. Later in the
week the Shellhole was again broken into with mainly metal items being stolen. This
unfortunately included memorabilia and medals which were on display. On the night of 6/7
September a third attempt was made to break into the Shellhole. One of the perpetrators was
apprehended by a security guard and is currently in custody. Clean-up of the Shellhole will
commence shortly. The members of Pip-Ack are sincerely grateful for the support that has
been received from Dugout and other shellholes during this difficult time.
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Rhodesian Light
Infantry Association
Fundraiser
8 July 2017

Association members Steve Carey & Maurice Gabriel

RLI Association members and guests

Piper Andrew Imrie

Moth Tommy Thompson
(Some photographs courtesy of Moth Tommy Thompson)

Awards at Pip-Ack
13 August 2017

Sue-Ann Snare
Peter Mouton

MOTH
Certificate for
Good
Comradeship

For their selfless and valuable
services to the Shellhole
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“We scorched and boiled and baked to death more people
in Tokyo on that night of March 9th to 10th than went up in
vapour at Hiroshima and Nagasaki combined.”
General Curtis LeMay
US Army Air Force
(1906-1990)
LeMay was referring to a fire bombing raid on Tokyo in 1945 in which 334 Boeing
B-29 Superfortress heavy bombers dropped approximately 3,5 million pounds of
napalm on the city. In one night between 90,000 and 100,000 people were killed,
16 square miles of Tokyo destroyed, 63% of the city’s commercial district was
reduced to ash, 18% of its industrial capacity destroyed and 25% of all buildings
vanished. One million homeless civilians were left scavenging for food.

Tailpiece

The Badge of Military Merit is considered to be the first military award of the United States armed forces.
Designed by George Washington in 1782, it was intended as a military award for soldiers who exhibited “not only
instances of unusual gallantry in battle, but also extraordinary fidelity and essential service in any way”. Records
indicate that several people may have been awarded the Badge of Military Merit during the American
Revolutionary War but most historians agree that only three men, all of them non-commissioned officers,
received the award from Washington himself. Two of these awards survive and are on public display. The Badge
of Military Merit was never officially abolished. It fell into disuse and was officially succeeded by the Purple
Heart medal in 1932.
(Source: Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopaedia)

Editor: Moth Lionel van der Schyff - Cell: 072 991 1750 (SMS only)
E-mail: Lionel.vanderSchyff@westerncape.gov.za
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