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BATTLECRY! SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
What a month September 2022 turned out to be: the first month of Spring and Battledress 
celebrated with a Spring Bash to herald in sunshine and less cold weather; Heritage Day, or 
National Braai Day, if you prefer, with a resurgence of outdoor entertaining, as tjops and 
wors sizzled on the braai grill. Though let’s be honest, if it snowed, there would still be a 
braai at Battledress Shellhole. Is it too soon to say Summer is knocking on the door?  
 
September also gave South Africans a chance to show they haven’t lost their sense of 
humour as “Public Service Month” was celebrated – by public servants – with many public 
“service” departments on strike! Also, in September, the Western Cape, as with the rest of 
the country experienced some of the worst rolling-black outs, euphemistically called load-
shedding, ever known (to date), though we have some way to go when compared to 
Malawi’s and Zimbabwe’s load shedding, but bananas will soon be handed out at traffic 
lights near you very soon! 
 
In July, on behalf of Battledress Shellhole, Commander Ricky de Wet sent Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II a video greeting and congratulations on achieving her Platinum Jubilee 
milestone. If you watched the Platinum Jubilee celebrations on TV, the Queen’s sense of 
humour was at the forefront as she invited another icon, Paddington Bear to tea, and we 
marvelled that she too kept a marmalade sandwich in her handbag “for later”. Sadly, Her 
Majesty has ended on 08 September. Britain and the world mourned the passing of the   
monarch, watching in awe and with great respect at the pageantry of her State funeral, in 
particular, the drawing of the gun carriage bearing her flag-draped coffin by 142 Royal Navy 
ratings to her final resting place in St George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle. 
 
September, historically, has not always been a kind month. In years gone by, the Battle for 
Britain was fought on 15 September 1940; 11 September 2001 saw the worst terrorist 
attack on New York City when two hijacked airliners were flown into the World Trade Centre 
Towers killing over 3 000 people, live on television, for the world to witness. 
  
Sadly, also in September, two Battledress Shellhole Moths answered their Sunset Calls to 
Higher Service; the passing of Life Member Moth Arthur “Artie” Elliott on 18 September, and 
Moth Gavin Chandler-Cook on 19 September.   
 
 
 



 
 

    
    Sunset Calls to Higher Service 
Battledress Shellhole Life Member Moth Arthur “Artie” Elliott 

answered his sunset call to Higher Service on 18 September 
2022. Artie served in the Royal Navy from 1956 to 1965 then joined the 
South African Navy, serving as a submariner from 1969 to 1988, 
retiring as a distinguished and decorated Warrant Officer Class 1.  
Artie joined the MOTH Order in 1993 and became a member of 
Battledress Shellhole’s Top Table the same year, initially as its Pay 
Bill, and then Commander, between 2006-2007, returning to 

Battledress Shellhole as a Moth Member (after serving as 
Deputy/Provincial Old Bill). Already a recipient of the Award for 
Excellence in 2000, Artie was awarded a Battledress Shellhole Life 
Membership in 2014. A strong supporter of the Shellhole and 
maintaining high standards, he was also a keen supporter of 
Manchester United football and Scottish rugby. Together with fellow 
Moth Ronnie Gilbert, Moth Ena Burnett, Moth Smudge Smith and Moth 

Julie Denham, all of whom were key in keeping Battledress’s famous, infamous Black Tot 
Day and Burns Night festivities going. A pint of draught beer, a tot of rum and a wee dram 
of whisky were always near at hand. In 2018, Artie decided to “up periscope” and move 
closer to his daughter, Kim, and granddaughter, Jessica in Port Elizabeth. There he joined 
Comrades Shellhole and welcomed the chance to reminisce with Battledress Shellhole 
Moths whenever they were passing through Port Elizabeth. A 
memorial service was held on Friday, 30 September at 
Battledress Shellhole, at which Commander Ricky de Wet, 
Moths and FOFR and friends paid respects and condolences 
to Artie’s family, Kim, Stephen and Nick who were in 
attendance. At the memorial, Peter Bradley (right with Kim) 
made a generous donation to Battledress Shellhole for its 
respect for Moth Artie Elliot. 
 

Moth Gavin “G” Chandler-Cook answered his sunset call to Higher Service 
on 19 September 2022. Gavin joined Battledress Shellhole in March 2018. 
Proud of his military service in the Rhodesia Bush War with 2 Battalion C 
Company, he supported the Shellhole’s social events 
with his partner, Penny McClimens. Gavin had an 
extremely good knowledge of music and impressively 
counted PJ Proby (from the ‘60’s), as an 

acquaintance. He was also a dedicated Sudoku fan. Whilst he did not 
pretend to be a red wine connoisseur, he was renowned for enjoying 
the Shellhole’s wine from ‘his’ corner of the Founder’s Room. His 
passing took many by surprise because he did not talk about, nor give 
any hint of his declining ill health until Penny insisted he have a check 
up, leading to further tests at False Bay Hospital.  
In August’s Battlecry! newsletter, Gavin asked that his thanks be forwarded to everyone 
who had asked after his well-being. In the early hours of 19 September, he succumbed to 
the call for Higher Service, no doubt singing “Rise, Oh Voices of Rhodesia” as he climbed 
the stairs. 
 
A Moth farewell was held at Battledress Shellhole on 23 September. A recording from 
Gavin’s son, Gray, who lives in Australia, was played to those who gathered to pay their 



 
 

respect to Gavin. Condolences were conveyed to Penny by Commander Moth Ricky de 
Wet on behalf of Moths and FOFR, and friends.  
As a tribute to Gavin’s Rhodesia Bush War service, Penny was presented with a framed 
flag of Rhodesia by ex-Rhodesian Moth Patrick O’Reilly. 
 

We Will Remember Them 
 
Sick Parade  
To the Moths and FOFR who are feeling unwell and struggling to regain a level of good 
health, please know that you are all in our thoughts. Along with Padre Moth Errol Sadler 
and the Welfare Officer, Helen de Wet, we wish you a speedy 
recovery. Get stronger soon, or Nurse Ratchett will be doing her 
round to see you very soon! 
Moth Les Smith* 
Moth Allan Green** 
Moth Richard Evans 
Moth Don Oliver 
Moth Jacques Taljaard 
Moth Tony Stopford ***     
FOFR John Lewis 
FOFR Alan Godsiff 
*Special thoughts and prayers for Moth Les Smith who is receiving treatment in 
Constantiaberg Hospital. 
** Moth Alan Green, who had fallen whilst during a visit to France, and has had pins 
inserted in his arm. 
*** Moth Tony Stopford continues to undergo treatments and tests. 
 
Widows & Friends 
One of the busiest people at Battledress Shellhole is Welfare Officer, “Goose” and Play Bill 
extraordinaire, Helen de Wet. Aside from being the Commander’s wife who she 
accompanies on most official MOTH occasions, Helen wears so many hats, she needs a 
new job title to incorporate all her roles. Any good names that spring to mind?  
Not content to just telephone Shellhole Moth widows and friends, she finds the time to visit 
many too; those who need a chat and some comfort, a one-on-one, or a general visit to 
Nerina Gardens, delivering magazines and books, to meeting others in the local Mall for a 
catch-up over a cup of coffee.  
Here is here latest Report: 
Life Member Moth Ena Burnett was visited in Kleinmond and enjoyed a lunch out at a local 

Bistro with Commander Ricky de Wet, and myself, as well as the 
Rag Bill, Moth Vanessa Chambers. Ena is looking exceptionally well 
(left with Commander de Wet) and sends her best wishes to you all 
at Battledress Shellhole. She had hoped to receive a telegram from 
Her Majesty on her 100th birthday, but will look forward to the one 
from King Charles III, instead. 
Penny McClimens you are in our thoughts and are here for 

whatever assistance we can give you. 
Gladys Currie has undergone a second operation at Constatiaberg Hospital and is now at 
home making a good recovery. 
Eileen Cruywagen continues to fight her health battles but remains positive and cheerful 
under the most stressful of times. 
Pat Smith is a very relieved lady now that a certain insurance company has found a most 
important document. Well done for persevering Pat. Smudge can now rest easy.  



 
  

Carole Parish and Winnie McArthur remain as active and as busy as ever with their 
social lives at Nerina Gardens.  
Diane Potgieter, recently moved from her house on the Kommetjie road and is enjoying 
her new surroundings and home in Sun Valley. 
 
Grateful Thanks 
I am sometimes lost for words at the help extended to me in my various roles, in particular 
with recent memorials at Battledress Shellhole, which can happen at any time. Firstly, to 
Chockie Herring, who without being asked, came in early and set up tables and chairs in 
the hall, and then helped stack them away after the memorials. This takes time and Chockie  
just “gets on with things” in his unpretentious manner. 
 
To the Kitchen Crew Volunteers, and who regularly supply platters of snacks, I thank Joan 
Farmer, Ros Barnett, Norma Galvin, Shannon Bright, Sandy Smit and Moth Vanessa 
Chambers, and Moth John Lamont and Denise Lamont. You are all so reliable and I do 
not have to ask twice for bringing in snacks and for kitchen assistance.  
 
Fund-raising this year has also been well supported with your help and profit records are 
being broken – from the Moths Morning Market (raising R2 213 on the 03 September 
Market (all money raised goes to the Shellhole); the Spring Bash on 17 September made a 
profit of R1 323 and the Joker Draw is currently standing at R875, though there is still plenty 
of time to buy R5 tickets for a chance to win the jackpot on 14 October; last but not least, 
raffle tickets for the Christmas Cheer are already available at only R2 each from FOFR 
John Lewis. Let’s make it a Christmas Cheer to remember! 

So, thanks to everyone who continue to help me with my one, or two  
Battledress Shellhole responsibilities. I could not do it without you. 
 
The Goose 
 
 

 
Snippet: “Sometimes, a cigar is just a cigar” 

Sigmund Freud, psychoanalyst of the 19th 
century and who explained all human 
behavior as a consequences of sexual 
suppression, coined the phrase 
“Sometimes, a cigar is just a cigar.” But if 
you were Winston Churchill, British Prime 
Minister during WW II and rarely seen 
without a cigar in hand, that would not be 

the case. A box of La Corona hand-rolled Cuban cigars gifted to the wartime Prime Minister 
with his name embossed on each one, was recently auctioned with an estimated reserve 
price of £6 983 - but was bought for £15 743. Holy smoke! 
 
Birthday Wishes 
Happy Birthday wishes to those celebrating birthdays in October and November: 
October 
02 Dianne Fields (wife of Moth Mike Fields) 
08 Moth Robbie Abrahamse (milestone 70th) 
10 Moth Charlie Phillipson 
12 Moth Jacques Taljaard 
12 Moth Sean du Plooy 



 
 

15 FOFR Alan Godsiff 
19 FOFR Robbie Reel 
23 FOFR Gladys Currie 
November 
17 Daphne Smith (wife of Moth Les Smith) 
19 Moth Bert Sachse 
30 Moth Angelique Visser 
Celebrate, pop some corks and enjoy your birthdays, everyone.  
 
Heads Up! Battledress Shellhole Christmas Cheer Announcement 

Battledress Shellhole’s 
Christmas Cheer function is 
less than 70 days away on 10 
December! Those magical 
Christmas hampers need to be 
made up, wrapped and tagged, 
and packed onto Santa’s 
sleigh. Please bring your 
hamper contents, and/or cash 
donations for the elves to start 
making up the parcels.  

 
TRAINING (by Training Officer Moth John Lamont)   
THE MOTH IDEAL OF SOUND MEMORY 
Continuing from last month’s Training article and the discussion of the Sergeant Major’s 
duties, let us consciously carry out the simple yet vital commitment of Sound Memory. We 
should NOT need the Sergeant Major to remind us as Moths what we commit ourselves to.    
Nearly 10 years ago, countries which had been involved in ‘The War to End All Wars’, the 
First World War, commemorated it with the song The Green Fields of France/ Willy Mac 
Bride, written by E. Bogle. Some of the words remembered when carrying out the Sound 
Memory ideal for the Vacant Chair and Absent Comrades are: 
“And I see by your gravestone you were only nineteen 
When you joined the great fallen in 1916 
Well I hope you died quick 
And I hope you died clean  
Or Willy McBride was it slow and obscene       
And did you leave a wife, or a sweetheart behind 
In some loyal heart is your memory enshrined 
And though you died back in 1916 
To that loyal heart you're forever nineteen 
Or are you a stranger without even a name 
Forever enshrined behind some old glass pane 
In an old photograph torn, tattered, and stained 
And faded to yellow in a brown leather frame” 
 
Pause and remember all those who lost their lives in battle, the horror and suffering they 
endured.  Then also remember those who survived but were wounded and suffer life-long 
physical and mental trauma injuries of war. Remember too, parents, relatives, wives, 
children and sweethearts who were left with never fading memories of a loss that only they 
can understand.  Think upon all of these and the true meaning of Sound Memory. 
 



 
 

 
Farewell to a Queen 

Whether you consider yourself a royalist, or not. Whether 
you agreed with being part of the Commonwealth, or not, 
the passing of Queen Elizabeth II must have brought 
some form of emotion to the fore. It has been said many 
times that nobody does a wedding, or a funeral, quite like 
the Brits! Well, the Americans might; and so might the 
Russians, and perhaps maybe the North Koreans. 
However, the Brits do put on a very good show. 
 

 
State funerals are planned years in advance (with the 
person still living) and practiced with such regularity that 
not one foot is out of place. With Her Majesty’s recent 
death, funeral organisors carried out Her wishes, from 
the hearse carrying her body, to music played, and to 
her final resting place beside her late husband Prince 
Phillip, in the royal vault in St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor. 
 
Snippet: The use of a Royal Navy State Funeral Gun Carriage (above right) carried the 
coffins of previous monarchs and leaders since 1901: carrying Queen Victoria’s coffin, 
followed by King Edward VII, King George V, King George VI, Sir Winston Churchill, Lord 

Mountbatten, and Queen Elizabeth II.  
The Queen, travelled to the 
Cape with her parents King 
George VI and the Queen 
Mother in 1947. As a young 
21year old, she delivered her 
first international radio 
broadcast from Cape Town. 
Some short years later, she 

became the Queen, at the untimely and early death of her 
father. For 73 years, through good times and her “annus 
horribillus”  she was the Queen of Great Britain and the Commonwealth, managing “to hold 
it altogether” despite growing family embarrassments, but never embarrassing herself. An 
era has indeed ended, as a new one begins with King Charles III. 
South Africa always stood proud amongst Commonwealth nations. Its armed forces served 
its Queen with pride. Long military traditions, through two World Wars, with many South 
Africans (who would later become Moths) serving bravely with 
distinction* and military honours reflect this.  
Upon the Queen’s death, Cape Town City Hall was illuminated in red, 
white and blue of the Union flag (above right). For many people, the 
Queen held a place in the hearts of older generations who had served in 
WW II when she volunteered to serve and trained to be a driver and 
mechanic. For younger generations, she showed her great sense of 
humour with ‘her’ parachute jump into the Olympic Stadium with 007 
James Bond, and in her Platinum Jubilee year having afternoon tea with 
Paddington Bear*(right and thanks to The Goose for the photograph) 
Respect, Ma’am.  



 
 

 
*In her subsequent 1995 visit to South Africa, (Moth) Colin Faure met Her Majesty and was 
the officiating officer at a military parade held in the Queen’s and Prince Phillip’s honour. 
 
Battledress Shellhole Spring Bash Build-A-Burger Evening 

What a wonderful evening it was on 17 September when Battledress 
Shellhole welcomed in the month of Spring, at its Spring Bash Build-a-

Burger function. Great music was played by Moth Julie Denham and 
made for a fun occasion, as can be seen from the photographs of 

those attending below.   
Well done to the Play Bill and her trusted team of Norma Galvin, 

Shannon Bright, and other kitchen crew volunteers, Moth John Lamont, 
Moth Vanessa Chambers, Joan Farmer and Vincent of Peer’s Village. All of whom assisted 
with the washing and cleaning up in the kitchen after the function. 
Having set the bar high for Spring, the next BIG function on the Play Bill’s calendar is the 
Battledress Shellhole Christmas Cheer. Get ready! Photographs from the Spring Bash are 
below. 

 
 
 
Look out too for the Saturday Morning Market, Poppy Day Collection and Remembrance 
Day Parades and Services in November.  
 
 
 



 
 

BINGO! 
Every third Friday in a month, you can join a Bingo 
evening. At only R5 a game, the fun and banter is 
endless. Did you know the game descended from an 
Italian lottery game, spreading to France and then on 
to England? It has also had a variety of names 
including “Beano” and “Housey-Housey” but the name 
“Bingo!” has stuck more than any of the others. 

Calling out numbers plays a big part in the game – Legs 11, Two Fat Ladies 88, or 44  
Droopy-Drawers, whilst Number 9 Doctor’s Orders originated in World War I and was a 
nickname for a laxative given to soldiers, which contained mercury chloride, and was used 
for sorting out constipation – and syphilis! There is also an annual Bingo Caller of the Year 
contest held every November in the UK.  

 
Moth & Social Events in October 
03 Battledress Shellhole Exco Meeting at 1700 
06 Battledress Shellhole Moths Meeting at 1900 
07 General Knowledge Quiz at 1900 
14 Joker Draw at 1900 
21 Bingo! at 1900 
28 Darts at 1900 

 
Winners of last month’s darts evening were Moth Leonard Marais and FOFR Theo van der 
Merwe (right). The prize was a Spur Steakhouse menu from the 1980’s!  
 
That is all for now, one and all. Embrace your loved ones, treasure your good health, hold  
your memories close and always remember that even though some loved ones may have 
left us, they still walk by our sides. 
 
 
 
 

Vanessa 
 
 
 
 

Vanessa Chambers      
Battlecry! Rag Bill 
Moth Vanessa Chambers 
Email: battledress.shellhole@gmail.com 
Website: www.moth.org.za  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

FOUNDERS ROOM OPENING TIMES 
 

Wednesday 16h00 -20h00 
Friday 17h00-22h00 

Saturday 13h00 to 20h00 
Sunday and Public Holidays 14h00-19h00 
Closed Good Friday and Christmas Day 

 
Monthly Quiz on the first Friday of the month  
(General Knowledge and Musical Quiz is held on 

alternate months) 
Joker Draw on the second Friday of the month 

Bingo on the third Friday of the month  
Darts on the last Friday of the month  

Weekend braais 
The above are normally held every month except in 
the month of January when the Shellhole functions 

are on a break, but may change as and when needs be. 
 

SPORT VIEWING TIMES ARE ON THE SHELLHOLE 
NOTICE BOARD 

 
Approved opening times will be adjusted for certain events,  

functions and televised sporting events  
as per the Shellhole Notice Board. 


