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Good day all, 

Part 2 of the 

November News 

Letter.  A lot has 

happened in this 

short period, some 

good and some not so 

good.  As the editor of 

this letter, I take full 

responsibility for its 

content and this 

editorial. 

Firstly, the bad news, 

our Old Bill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wainwright resigned, 

as Old Bill after 3 

years and having won 

the Best Shellhole in 

the GRD during is 

tenure as Old Bill, and 

from the MOTH. He 

was also the Wee Bill 

of GRD and Recruiting 

officer.  The reason 

for his decision was 

not an easy one for 

him to make.  I don’t 

believe it would be 

fair of me to go into 

detail.  We wish he 

will have a change of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 heart and stay on as 

a Moth, this is the 

sincere wish of the 

Shellhole. 

Moth Peter vd Byl has 

been co-opted as Old 

Bill and will be sworn 

in at the next 

meeting.  As per the 

constitution 2.3.1.6 

he should have been 

inducted at the last 

general meeting, but 

will have to now wait 

until the next general 

meeting. 

 

November 2021 Part 2 

 

Pp 
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Sick Parade: 

I have not had any 

report on anyone that 

is sick.  So, I assume 

all is good.  

 

Birth Days 

 

Were delt with in part 1. 

BUT I will remind you 

mine is the 1st Dec. And 

oh yes Moth Ivan 6th Dec 

and Moth Norman 

Scarrott  9th Dec with 

mine being the more 

important.  

 

The Poppy Bikers 

Breakfast run. 

 

 

This was a huge 

success. And is going 

to be an annual 

institution. Thanks to 

our Adj for putting 

this together with 

MMA and to Moth 

Trevor James for his 

assistance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well-done MMA 

 

The Parade 

14/11/2021 

The Remembrance 

Day Parade was a 

huge success and I 

want thank the Adj 

for his effort and to 

those who assisted 

him a job well done. 
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Did anyone see the 

small poppy on the 

parade I believe this 

must be the biggest 

poppy used at a 

Remembrance 

parade. It looked 

awesome well done. 

To the four young 

girls who manned the 

stalls a huge thank 

you for a sterling job. 

Well done 

 

There were great 

comments from the 

public. 

 

 

 

 

 

Moth Gordon looking 

smart. 

 

Part of the crowd a 

good turn out. 
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A good crowd. 

 

Pay Bill and Old Bill 

elect representing 

good friends of the 

Shellhole the Masons 

What was very 

pleasing to see was 

the youth 

participation schools, 

Scouts, Sea Cadets 

and others. It warms 

the heart that there 

seems to be a larger 

awareness than in the 

past. 
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Blaize Away Romeo 

looking for a date. 

 
Please if you see any 

of these reprobates, 

please tell them their 

wives say the must 

come and finish the 

dishes. 

 
A special thank you to 

the following Ladies 

what an honour to 

have you involved in 

our Shellhole . 

Elizabeth Wrede, 

Anna-Marie Kilian, 

Joan Lowe, Yvonne 

Coetzee, Val 

Smith(Normans 

partner) Ria Janse v 

Rensburg and Joan 

van Tonder. 

 
Our Adj a man of 

many talents. 

 
The cannoneer.
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Hennie Bressler 

Blaize Away you have 

done MOTH and 

Mossel Bay proud, I  

thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. 

I have always 

believed in the 

greatness of our Little 

Shellhole and today 

was proof thereof.  

Even GRD Old Bill 

Cobus Vos came 

along because he 

knows you are the 

best (he he he)Thank 

you Old Bill for your 

assistance. 

 
 

To the Radio Hams 

well done 

 

 
[07:32, 15/11/2021] 

Anthony Van Tonder 

Moth: n the first 

24hrs of activating ZS 

18 MOTH 

139 Contacts were 

made including 

Namibia 

International 

Contacts made: 

USA 

Canada 

Armenia 

Austria 

Belarus 

Cuisia 

Czech Republic 

Germany 

Greece 

Hungary 

Israel 

Italy 

Japan 

Luxemburg 

Poland 

Portugal 

Numidia 

Russian federation 

Servia 

Spain 

Brittan 

Ukraine 

Wow these 

Blaize Away 

Moths are the 

best 
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All these contacts will 

be receiving our 

special Lest We 

Forget card, the rear 

of the card is packed 

with the history of 

Remembrance Day 

and the Poppy 

 
Awesome. 

I often wonder how a 

mother felt seeing 

her son off to war.  I 

van imagine all the 

emotions and the 

anxiety. 

  

The fear and the 

hope.  We need to 

remember them as 

well. Mothers thank 

you for your sacrifice. 

 

 
Ek watch jou! 

 
Me too! 

 
Me? Ja jy 

 
Ek help net. 

And last but not least  

 
Our Adj Moth 

Anthony, Adj now you 

can rest after all the 

hard work well done. 

I know how it feels 

after the parade is 
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done and you have 

earned it. 

Thank you to all the 

Veterans 

 
 

After much 

consideration and 

thought, I have 

decided to put a 

column in for training 

this was proposed by 

Moth Thys Serfontein 

and I think a brilliant 

proposal.   I have  

noticed a lot of things 

not being adhered to,  

when addressing the 

Old Bill and more but 

let’s do it slowly. 

After consultation 

with the SGM he 

agreed and said he 

would get the blokes 

back in line. 

 
 

Training: 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This dissertation was 

prompted as a result of 

frequent requests made 

to the writer by MOTH 

interested in our origins 

how we conduct 

ourselves at our meetings 

and in everyday life as ex-

servicemen now proud 

respectable members of 

the unique MOTH order. 

The following paresis is 

respectfully presented by 

MOTH TREVOR THOMAS  

                Note: 

Throughout this précis 

the Masculine is also the 

Feminine 

Membership of the 

MOTH is restricted to ex- 

Front-Line War Veterans 

who qualify having 

submitted proof required 

by the MOTH 

Constitution see page 

114 conditions. 

 MOTH’s take direction 

and guidance given to us 

by MOTH Members of 

long good standing in the 

Shellhole and MOTH 

ORDER guided by the 

MOTH Constitution. 

.-(DO NOT REFER TO THE 

CONSTITUTION AS ‘THE 

PINK BOOK’ 

 IT IS OUR CONSTITUTION 

AND STANDING ORDERS 

speak about it 

respectfully. 

THE FOUNDING OF THE 

MEMORABLE ORDER OF 

TIN HATS 

The MOTH ORDER was 

founded by Charles A 
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Evenden (Evo) on the 7th 

May 1927  Durban South 

Africa with the aid of 

eleven WW1 ex-military 

service and work pals. 

At the time he was a 

cartoonist working for 

the Natal Mercury. A 

cartoon depicting 

‘Forgetfulness’ about the 

(1914-1918)-(First World 

War) sketched by him 

entitled -“The Tin Hat”- 

stimulated his founding 

of the MOTH ORDER. 

An article placed in the 

Mercury news paper by a 

reporter pal Robert. 

Johnson (Johnnie) who 

wrote a recruitment 

paragraph in ‘his’ column 

‘the idler’ This article 

stimulated a flood of ex-

war veterans to storm 

the Durban Town Hall 

where the original 

recruitment was planned 

for and held. 

Johnies words to ‘Evo’ 

before writing the above 

story was:- 

 “An idea like this only 

wants a spark and it will 

run like a prairie fire” 

What an accurate 

statement. - With only 50 

tin-hats as we know them 

today plus a light hearted 

constitution and 

application forms their 

estimation of attendance 

fell far short of 

attendance. 

 More tin-hats, 

constitutions and forms 

were urgently made to 

meet this overwhelming 

demand from both ex-

service-men and woman 

applicants desiring to 

become MOTH. 

 

.                                                 

*THE WORD-MOTH* 

The word MOTH is 

already in the plural ie-

(Memorial Order of Tin-

Hats)-so there is no need 

to say Moths! Having said 

that, most MOTH use 

MOTH’s ongoing during 

every day conversation.  

 Do not ever feel guilty if 

criticized for saying 

MOTH’s as Evo used  

‘MOTH’s’ on-going in his 

book -(Old Soldiers Never 

Die)- a biography about 

himself and how the 

MOTH idea evolved. This 

story was only written 

long after the founding 

the MOTH 

. 

                                             

* MOTH FLAG* 

The MOTH flag has three 

equally spaced vertical 

panels its colours, Navy 

blue, Red and Air force 

light blue. ie. From the 

left, Navy Blue symbolic 

of the Senior service the 

Navy, then Army Red , 

followed by the junior 

service the Air Force light 

blue. 

 At the center, a white 

tin-hat with lit candle. 

The MOTH flag is flown at 

all our parades. It also 

hangs on the Executive 

Top Table at MOTH 
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meetings.  - (Never allow 

any flag to lie down like 

a tablecloth) - 

However, we drape a 

MOTH’s coffin with our 

MOTH flag at MOTH 

funerals. 

 The Tin-Hat and lighted 

candle mounted on a 

plinth is placed thereon  

Scatter paper poppies are 

added onto the coffin as 

a ritual part of our MOTH 

input at funeral services 

all part of tradition being 

our final cheerio. 

(As a matter of interest, 

R.S.A’s protocol –‘Police’- 

SAPS- are the Senior 

Service.). 

The reason, the First 

Service formed in South 

Africa was the Police. In 

Rhodesia it was the 

British South Africa 

Police. 

       -Nb Any countries 

first formed military 

service evolved is the 

’Senior Service’- 

 

                                               

*A MOTH ETIQUETE 

SIGNAL*  

Were one speaks on a 

subject intended for the 

good of the MOTH 

ORDER. Signal your 

sincere intention by 

placing your left hands 

index and centre fingers 

over your blazers tin-hat 

at the front with the 

thumb of this hand 

behind the tin-hat. 

Hopefully, one day with 

my fingers correctly 

placed as per the above 

explanation     correction 

may be forthcoming for 

my above suggestions 

that require correction. 

This is the salute you use 

when addressing the Old 

Bill 

 Who knows time will tell- 

Blokes have respect for 

your Executive Sgt/Major 

and one another. Serve 

your Shellhole and fellow 

MOTH in such a way that 

all forms of dictatorial 

behavior and hostility are 

avoided. ie True 

Comradeship - Mutual 

Help – Sound Memory, 

the MOTH Oath. 

That’s enough for now. 

 

History 
German South West 

Africa campaign, 1914–

1915 

German South West 

Africa, 1915 

An invasion of German 

South West Africa from 

the south failed at the 

Battle of Sandfontein (25 

September 1914), close 

to the border with the 

Cape Colony. German 

fusiliers inflicted a serious 

defeat on the British 

troops and the survivors 

returned to British 

territory. The Germans 

began an invasion of 

South Africa to forestall 

another invasion attempt 

and the Battle of 

Kakamas took place on 4 

February 1915, between 
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 South African and 

German forces, a skirmish 

for control of two river 

fords (not the car) over 

the Orange River. The 

South Africans prevented 

the Germans from 

gaining control of the 

fords and crossing the 

river. By February 1915, 

the South Africans were 

ready to occupy German 

territory. Botha put 

Smuts in command of the 

southern forces while he 

commanded the northern 

forces. Botha arrived at 

Swakopmund on 11 

February and continued 

to build up his invasion 

force at Walfish Bay (or 

Walvis Bay), a South 

African enclave about 

halfway along the coast 

of German South West 

Africa. In March Botha 

began an advance from 

Swakopmund along the 

Swakop valley with its 

railway line and captured 

Otjimbingwe, Karibib, 

Friedrichsfelde, 

Wilhelmsthal and 

Okahandja and then 

entered Windhoek on 5 

May 1915. 

The Germans offered 

surrender terms, which 

were rejected by Botha 

and the war continued. 

On 12 May Botha 

declared martial law and 

divided his forces into 

four contingents, which 

cut off German forces in 

the interior from the 

coastal regions of Kunene 

and Kaokoveld and 

fanned out into the 

north-east. Lukin went 

along the railway line 

from Swakopmund to 

Tsumeb. The other two 

columns rapidly 

advanced on the right 

flank, Myburgh to Otavi 

junction and Manie Botha 

to Tsumeb and the 

terminus of the railway. 

German forces in the 

north-west fought the 

Battle of Otavi on 1 July 

but were defeated and 

surrendered at Khorab on 

9 July 1915. In the south, 

Smuts landed at the 

South West African naval 

base at Luderitzbucht, 

then advanced inland and 

captured Keetmanshoop 

on 20 May. The South 

Africans linked with two 

columns which had 

advanced over the border 

from South Africa. Smuts 

advanced north along the 

railway line to Berseba 

and on 26 May, after two 

days' fighting captured 

Gibeon. The Germans in 

the south were forced to 

retreat northwards 

towards Windhoek and 

Botha's force. On 9 July 

the German forces in the 

south surrendered. 

 

 

Let’s laugh a bit. 
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Earlier, I was driving 

behind an ambulance 

when a cooler fell off 

the back. 

I stopped and opened 

it up to find a foot 

inside. So, I decided 

to call a toe-truck. 

 

Why do ambulance 

drivers always have a 

partner with them? 

They’re pair-a-

medics. 

 

Final Thought: 

God bless you all, and 

I pray that the MOTH 

will continue for 

many more years to 

come. 

Father in heaven hear 

our prayer today.  

Please continue to 

bless and protect our 

Memorable Order Of 

Tin Hats. We thank 

you for the presence 

of so many youth 

today. Amen 

 

Until next time. 

YUTTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


