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Good day all I’m sitting here in 
my white socks taking a lot of flak 
but who cares. It is as usual hot 
here.  Sadly, our stay on the 
Island has come to an end.  We 
will be back in SA for 6 months 
while my paperwork for the UK is 
sorted.  I will be based in PE and 
will visit my beloved Shellhole 
from time to time. 

 

Sunset Call: 

This has been a moth to 
remember, we said goodbye to a 
real Iconic Lady and Queen. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH DIES. DID YOU 
KNOW SHE WAS A TRUCK  
DRIVER AND A DIESEL MECHANIC 
DURING WORLD WAR 11? 

September 8th: Queen Elizabeth 
II died. While tributes from all 
over the world were pouring in 
for this wonderful lady, perhaps 
the words of former US President 
Barack Obama embrace it all. He 
said in a statement today that 

the Queen had “captivated the 
world” and that “her time on the 
throne was defined by grace, 
elegance, and a tireless work 
ethic. She served as a beacon of 
hope and stability for the people 
of the United Kingdom and the 
world.” And so she did. While 
many may picture her in grand 
robes occupying a throne, for 
those in the trucking industry 
who didn’t know it, she was also 
prepared to get her hands dirty 
as a diesel mechanic. It was 
during World War 11 that, after 
turning 18, she became the first 
female member of the royal 
family to join the armed services 
as a full-time serving member 
and spent five months with the 
Auxiliary Territorial Service 
where she learned basic motor 
mechanic and driving skills. She 
also had fitter & turner 
engineering experience. And yes, 
she was a truck driver as well 
during World War II. All this 
experience came in handy when, 
during a Royal visit to North 
Africa, the Landrover on which 
they were travelling broke down 
on a game drive. It was Elizabeth 
(not yet Queen then) who 
climbed down, lifted the bonnet 
and got stuck in getting her 
hands dirty fixing the engine. Yes, 
she embraced all facets of life 
and continued to do so 
throughout her reign where her 
warmth touched the hearts not 
only of other Kings and Queens, 
but also the ordinary folk of the 
world – like us truckers. Queen 
Elizabeth, you truly did stick to 
your words uttered on your 21st 

birthday in a speech you gave 
during the Royal family’s South 
Africa tour in 1947 when you 
said: “My whole life, whether it 
be long or short, shall be devoted 
to your service.” May you Rest-
in-Peace great Lady - and thank 
you for your service. 

 

 

Sick Parade. 

 

Past Old Bill Mell. Is recovering at 
home and will be seeing the 
Specialist soon.  Old Bill Trevor 
and Adj Stef popped in to see 
him.  

 



 

 

 

Moth Norman Scarrott’s eyes are 
not good at night maybe a lift can 
be arranged for him We pray his 
situation does not get worse. 

Please remember SGM Gottfried 
his knees are really giving him 
hell. 

Those who were ill we pray your 
all doing ok. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays: 

Wee Bill Moth Jan Janse Van 
Vuuren. 22/09 

Garden Route Shellhole Top 
Tables. 

Outeniqua have new Top 
Table changes; New Old Biil 
due to Old Bill Flippie Pierese 
stepping down. 

Congratulations Old Bill Barry 
Shackleton.  We wish you well. 

 

Billy’s Stir 

 

I take full responsibility for this 
column, if it offends you talk 
to me on mail 

janbill66@gmail.com It’s not 
meant to offend but provoke 
ideas and thoughts. 

Why do some brethren never 
participate, and others are 
always present?  What does 
MOTH mean to you? 

MMA are very active and seem 
to have a large percentage 
participation, but when it 
comes to MOTH matters, we 
seem to battle to get a large 
percentage participation, what 
are MMA doing right?  Moths 
this is a plea if we don’t do it, 
it will disappear, and MOTH 
will no longer exist.  

How many of us attended the 
function at the mall for the 
Abandoned babies? We need 
to become more visible to the 
community. 

YUTTH 

A Gift to the Shellhole 

 

The Shellhole being presented 
with a beautiful a beautiful 
rendering of a Puma helicopter 
by Kat Snyman, that he had 
painted himself.  Thank you so 
much. 

 

WW1 soldier's 103-year-
old chocolate found 

 

Cadbury made the chocolate 
bars and Barringer Wallis & 
Manners, from 
Nottinghamshire, created the 
tin 

Nine 103-year-old chocolate 
bars have been discovered in 
a tin that belonged to a World 
War One hero. 
It was found among a collection 
of items belonging to 
Leicestershire Regiment soldier 
Richard Bullimore.  
Troops serving in France 
during the first Christmas of the 
war were given the Colonies 
Gift Tins, made in Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire.  
Just one of the 10 bars had been 
eaten and the tin is being sold 
at an antiques auction on 
Tuesday.  

 

Cpl Richard Bullimore joined 
Leicestershire Police after his 
service with the regiment 

Paul Cooper, of Scunthorpe-
based auctioneers Eddisons 
CJM, said: "Even the tin is rare 
but to find the chocolate still 
inside is just unreal. 
"Richard also received a 
Princess Mary tobacco gift box 
containing cigarettes, tobacco 
and matches and almost all of 
the contents of that are still 
there too. Just three cigarettes 
are missing." 
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The cigarettes will be sold along 
with the chocolate 

The entire collection, including 
chocolate, cigarettes, medals, 
citations, letters and other 
material, is to be sold as a single 
lot and is expected to make 
more than £2,000. 
 

 

 Training: 

 

THE MEANING OF THE WORD 
“DUTY” 

In the Concise Oxford dictionary, 
the word “duty” is defined as a 
“moral or legal obligation or 
what one bound or expected to 
do”. 

This definition does not include 
attendance at social or sporting 
functions unless a member is 
obliged to attend in an official 
capacity. 

At Shellhole level, being on duty 
means attending Shellhole 
meetings or as an Executive at 
District Dugout meetings. 

At District level, duty entails 
attendance at District meetings 
and in an official capacity at 
Provincial Dugout meetings or at 
Shellhole meetings. 

At Provincial level, duty means 
attending Provincial Dugout 
meetings, as a Provincial 
representative at MOTH GHQ 
meetings, official visits to District 
Dugouts and Shellholes and as 
the official Moth representative 
at wreath laying ceremonies at 
civil or military functions. 

Members of the National 
Executive are expected to wear 
their gold badges of office at all 
meetings of the Executive, at 
specially appointed sub-
committees of the National 
Executive and on official visits to 
Dugouts and Shellholes. 

Where an Executive of a Unit is 
invited to visit another Unit for a 
meeting, an Annual General 
Meeting or dinner, he should 
ascertain from the host Unit if he 
is expected to attend in an 
official capacity, and if so, he can 
therefore be construed as going 
on duty. Where the visit is purely 
a social one, the visiting 
Executive may not wear his 

badge of office, but instead he 
must wear his bronze Tin Hat 
badge. 

Ladies Corner:  

 

“There once was a little boy 
who had a very bad temper. 
His father decided to hand him 
a bag of nails and said that 
every time the boy lost his 
temper, he had to hammer a 
nail into the fence. 

On the first day, the boy 
hammered 37 nails into that 
fence. 

The boy gradually began to 
control his temper over the 
next few weeks, and the 
number of nails he was 
hammering into the fence 
slowly decreased. He 
discovered it was easier to 
control his temper than to 
hammer those nails into the 
fence. 

Finally, the day came when 
the boy didn’t lose his temper 
at all. He told his father the 
news and the father suggested 
that the boy should now pull 
out a nail every day he kept 
his temper under control. 

The days passed and the 
young boy was finally able to 



 

 

tell his father that all the nails 
were gone. The father took his 
son by the hand and led him to 
the fence. 

‘You have done well, my son, 
but look at the holes in the 
fence. The fence will never be 
the same. When you say 
things in anger, they leave a 
scar just like this one. You can 
put a knife in a man and draw 
it out. It won’t matter how 
many times you say I’m sorry, 
the wound is still there.'” 

 

 

Humor:

 

 

 

 

In closing: 
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